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1 SAIAH Iviii. I. 


Cry aloud. ſpare not, lift up thy noſe 
like a trumpet ; and ſhew my people 


their tranſgreſſ on, and the houſe of 
Jacob their Jn. us; - 


HEN we reflect that God 
hath planted in the breaſt 
of every man a conſcience, which 
approves our good actions, and ac- 
cuſes our evil deeds, and continually 
calls them to our remembrance 
there ſeems but little occaſion for 
any one to undertake the ungrateful 
talk of reminding men of their ſins; 
much leſs that a prophet ſhould be 
3 _ * panties] 


„ 


particularly inſpired for that pur 


poſe, and commanded, in the ſtrong- 

eſt terms, to © ſhew the people” of 
Ifrael ** their tranſgreſſion, and the 
„ houſe of Jacob their ſins.” 


But when we conſider that this 
hath been the conſtant practice of all 
the prophets from Moſes, that this 
was the chief intention of their miſ- 
ſion; and further, that the hearts of 
men are oſten hardened, that their 
conſciences are either lulled aſleep, 

or, as it were, ſeared with a hot iron; 
and that they even ſin againſt con- 
ſcience; ; and that they raſhly and 
violently run on from one wicked- 
neſs to another; to their own eternal 
perdition, We ſhall be forced to ac- 
knowledge the urgent neceſſity there 
is that God ſhould ſend us ſuch re- 
membrancers, 


E +] 
membrancers, and his mercy in ſend- 
ing them; and ſhall be as thankful 
to thoſe who have the coura ge to re- 
prove us, as to the hand that holds 
us from tumbling down a precipice, 
or from ſinking to the bottom of 
the ſea. 155 


And how can they who call them- 
ſelves God's miniſters, who think 
themſelves commiſſioned by him, and 
who watch for your ſouls; how can 
they excuſe themſelves, upon every 
neceſſary occaſion, from exhorting 
and reproving, from remonltrating 
with, and threatening you? Might 
they not juſtly, for their neglect of 
this duty, be accounted as dogs, 
which being ſet to guard the flock, 
gave no notice when the wolf was 
coming ? And ought they not to re- 
| B 2 ceive 


ceive the reward of their negligence? 
Or if they wilfully or indolently ſuf. 
fer you to ſtray or be loſt, muſt they 


not give an account to the owner of 


the flock : and will not he ſeverely. 
puniſh them? 


The miniſters of the goſpel are 
looked upon by all that believe the 
goſpel, as perſons delegated by tge 
ſame authority as that from which, 
the prophets of old received their 
commiſſions. And though they are 
not favoured with immediate inſpira- 
tion, yet that defect is in ſome mea- 
ſure compenſated by that divine re- 
velation which they have received 
from Jeſus Chriſt, from whence they 
learn what is diſpleaſing and what is 


[| acceptable to God. They neither 


en, nor deſire, nor * to 


know 


E 
know the particular crimes that any 
man is guilty of. Such knowledge i is 
dangerous for man to be entruſted 
with; for which reaſon God hath 
wiſely kept that prerogative to him- 
ſelf; though in the days of inſpira- 
tion he imparted it, upon neceſſary 
occaſions, to his prophets and apo- 
| files : yet when they are acquainted 
with the tranſgreſſions of their peo- 
ple, it then becomes their duty to re- 
monſtrate with gentleneſs, to per- 
ſuade with meekneſs, or even to re- 
buke with ſeverity. — And when the 
wickedneſs of a nation becomes no- 
torious and flagrant, they then look _ 

upon the words of the text as direct- 
ed to themſelves, ** Cry aloud, ſpare 
not, lift up thy voice like a trum- 
pet, and ſhew my people their 
61 tranſgreſſion, and the houſe of Ja- 

f B 3 © con. 


. 
1 cob their ſins.” —And fo far ought 
ye to be from deſpiſing their earneſt 
endeavours for a national reforma- 

tion, that ye ſhould rather pray with 
and for them, that they may n 
4 © boldly. as "we ought to _ 


There may, pollibly, be Joe 
ny. moroſe, peeviſh ' tempers, 
who, like certain animals that are 
conſtantly rooting in the mire, take 
a delight in ſcrutinizing into and re- 
prehending the faults of their neigh- 
bours; and it is mare than proba- 
ble that their injudicious and too 
frequent reproofs, like guns overs» 
charged, may miſs their aim. * 
1 F is She ” 
Vet ſurely every attempt of this na- 
ture, is not to be condemned! no 
more than medicines are to be en- 
. | tirely 


* 


tirely jeied; eſpecially when they 


: are ſparingly and cautiouſly admini- 


ſtered, and at proper .intervals, and 


when they apparently conduce - to 
the health and preſervation of the 


1 Nn 


mn 


80 much 1 have thought neceſſary | 


to be ſaid by way of apology for the 


taſk I am going to undertake; a taſk, 


which is never agreeable; but a taſk 


which the number and nature of the 
fins which I ſhall exhibit to your 


view, and .the danger to which they 


expoſe both our nation and our ſouls, 
will ſhew to be highly neceſlary, 


Without further preface therefore, 
I ſhall lay before you thoſe crying 
ſins of this nation, which are the moſt 
heinous in their nature, and have 


5 
the moſt evil tendency; whether they 
be ſuch as are common to mankind, 


or ſuch as are the peculiar growth of 


this age and climate. And that 1 


may not ſeem partial in my charge, 


I ſhall firſt produce a fin which thoſe 


who profeſs themſelves of the eſtab- 


liſhed religion, are more particularly 


accuſed of; and that i is 


1. PROPHANENESS ! 1 It matters not 


Whether this accuſation may juſtly 
be laid againſt us, excluſive of all 
"other ſeas and religions. But it is 
too notorious a truth, that we are 
ſcandalouſly guilty of * taking God's 


% ſacred name in vain,” of ſwearing 


and curling, and too often of perju- 


ry: of prophaning his ſabbaths, for- 


ſaking his ſanQuary, and neglecling 


his ordinances. What would a ſober 
| heathen 


192 
heathen or a mahometan judge of us 
from our written tenets, and from 


our oral profeſſions! Certainly, that 
we were a nation of ſaints, nearly 
approaching to the dignity and holi- 
neſs of demigods or angels: that our 
land muſt be an elyſium or a para- 
diſe. But let him walk our ſtreets in 
the open day, and what notions will 


he form of our ſanctity. from thoſe 


frequent ſpecimens of ribaldry, pro- 
fanenels, and blaſphemy that are bel- 
| lowed from the mouths of children; ; 


thoſe babes and ſucklings that were 


ordained to give praiſe to God! 
But perhaps he might have more 
. candor than to judge of us by the 
common people; when, at the ſame 
time, that is the ſureſt way of cha- 
racterizing any nation; ſince They 
conſtitute the greateſt part of it. 
| 5 Let 


1 

Let him therefore join the politeſt 
aſſemblies, and he will ſoon find that 
the infection has reached the head, 
that the diſeaſe is epidemical, and 
that every converſation has a tincture 
of prophaneneſs. Let him next at- 
tend our midnight revels and our 
gaming tables, and what elſe could 
he think, but that legions of infer- 
nals were let looſe among us? Per« 
haps he might be induced to make a 
further trial of us, from his having 
been told, that there are certain 
ſtately ſtructures dedicated to the ſer · 
vice of the great God, which are eve- 

: Ty day opened, more particularly on 
the ſabbath day, where the greateſt 
multitudes reſort, and where he 
would ſee the moſt elevated devotion, 

and the pureſt worſhip in the world. 
i But how would his expectations be 
| anſwered 3 


1 


anſwered? On the common days of 

the week, would he not find our ſpa= 
cious temples entirely deſerted, or 
thinly ſpread over with the old and 
infirm? And on our ſabbaths, what 
numbers would he ſee idle at home, 


ſetting out on journies, or expeditions 


of pleaſure, wandering in the fields, 
or carouling in taverns ? And in the 

midſt of our devotion, how muſt the 
inattention and indecency of many 
ſhock and diſguſt him ? And would 
he not haſten to leave us, with this 
indelible reproach, that we have the 
beſt religion, but the worſt practice 
upon earth? Hence it is, that our 

moſt pure and holy religion, through 
our own abuſe of it, is become the 
ſubject of triumph to ſectaries, of ri- 
dicule and railing to deiſts and infi- 
dels, and of ſcorn to atheiſts. And 
LC VVV 


1 
with what grace can we deſend the 
| doarines of our church againſt their 


united endeavours. What avails the 
acuteneſs, the ſolidity, and ſtrength of 
our arguments: and how unjuſtly do 
we boaſt of the ſuperiority of revela- 
tion over reaſon, and of the church 
of England over all other reformed 
churches ; when the diſloluteneſs of 

our lives cannot fland the ſearch of a 
moral enquirer : * 


The ſhame that ariſes from the con- 

ſciouſnefs of our bearing a bad cha- 

racter, has often a good effect upon 

private perſons; and if their intereſt 
is concerned, ſeldom fails of pro- 
ducing a reformation. Whilſt he that 
ſſtifles this ingenuous paſſion, is ſure 

to become completely wicked, a tor- 

ment to himſelf. and a ſcandal to 
; mankind, 


L 5.1 


mankind. So, were we once made 
ſenſible, that the profaneneſs of every 
individual tends to blacken the credit 
of our religion, this ſingle motive 
would be ſufficient to prevent it's pro- 
greſs. But whilſt every one wantonly 
indulges his vicious inclinations ; he 
forgets that whereinſoever he ſuffers, 
the whole body ſaffers with him; and 

that he is the cauſe, ſo far as his ex- 
ample actuates, of bringing a whole 
kingdom, nay, perhaps, the chriſtian 
world, into dilgrace. 


Were it, 1 ſay, merely our concern 
for our character as a collective bo- 
dy, this alone ſhould check our pro- 
faneneſs; but were the ill opinion 

that others have of us, the only ill 
conſequence of this ſin, chriſtianity 
teaches Ut, and the example of our 
Lord 


© ] 


Lord and Maſter, encourages us pas 


tiently to bear the revilings and re- 
Proaches of men. But ſurely there 
is ſomething more than this to be 
dreaded! Who can be ignorant that 
the frequent and irreyerent uſe of 
God's ſacred name, gradually leſſens 
our awe and eſteem of it? That by 
diſregarding. his name we inſenſibly 
loſe all fear of his majeſty, his power 
and juſlice! ? That from not hallowing 
Ih his ſabbaths, we paſs on to profane 
8 them? And that from the neglect 
of religious duties, we proceed to- 
tally to diſuſe and deſpiſe them? 
And when we are involved in this 
complicated fin, how natural is it for 
us to expel the thoughts of future re- 
wards and puniſhments? And when 
this barrier is once broken down, 
what a torrent of wickedneſs ruſhes 
in 


tal 


in -upon the ſoul; and whither can 


it fly for refuge, but into the arms 
_ of infidelity? ũ ! 


How miſerable the comfort it af- 


fords! for how faſhionable ſoever it 


may be; and notwithſtanding the 
contempt and ridicule that I may 
ſubject myſelf to by ſuch an attempt, 


yet I ſhall next endeavour to expoſe 


the dangerous nature and heinouſ- 
neſs of 


' INFIDEL ITY, whether ſpeculative 
only, or practical alſo. 


8 


Speculative infidels are either ſuch 


as having never ſo much as heard of 
the chriſtian religion, muſt of courſe 
remain in their heatheniſm (which do 


not fall under our conſideration) : or 
ſuch 
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16 J 
ſuch as having chriſtianity offered 
them, have rejected it. 


Tis 8 FER ſome few may 


continue infidels upon principle, af- 
ter having uſed the faireſt methods, 


and taken the greateſt pains to con- 
vince themſelves. And ſuch, if any 


ſuch there be, are ſo far from being 
condemned in the opinion of any 


man; that they demand our pity for 
their want of conviction, and our love 
and eſleem for their honeſty and in- 


| duſtry: qualities capable of making 
them not only good citizens; but al- 
ſo morally righteous, and religious 
worſhippers of God; though at the 
fame time, they cannot be expected 
to come up to the purity and ſpiritu- 
ality of the goſpel. 


= Theſe, 


[ 17 ] 


Theſe, indeed. are not the men that 
Jam aiming at . but ſuch as, being 
born in a chriſtian country, and of 
_ chriſtian parents, and having been 
| inſtructed in goſpel principles, have 
turned renagades to their native re- 
ligion, with as little reaſon, as they 
might refuſe the uſe of the language 
of their country; Who having not | 
examined, or not being capable of 
examining the evidences for chriſti- 
anity, have unfairly condemned it, 
and have preferred to the clear and 
unerring light of divine revelation, 
the faint and uncertain glimmerings 
of human reaſon : who againſt the 
faith of hiſtory, eſtabliſhed upon in- 
conteſtible facts, and the veracity of 
the moſt credible witneſſes, have pro- 
nounced the bleſſed Jeſus an impoſtor; 
„ his 
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his religion, a viſionary ſcheme of ſu- 


perſtition; ſtill ſupported by ſtate po- 
licy and prieſlcraft ; though, at the 
fame time, they cannot deny that He 


hath. advanced the moral law to an 


higher degree of perfection, than any 
reformer that ever lived before him. 


And whilſt they are thus endea- 


— vouring | to demoliſh chriſtianity, what 


is it that they would give us in ex- 


change for it? No regular ſyſtem what⸗ 


- ſoever ; but a crude, undigeſted maſs 
of heatheniſh, philoſophic morality, 
picked out of the writings of Socrates 


and Plato, who themſelves could d only 


| gueſs at GO: 


Their great bis is reaſon, under 
whoſe name they would impoſe upon 
us a moſt unintelligible Jargon of 
. , 


$45 


1 

words, to which themſelves are not 
able to affix any certain and ade- 
quate ideas; ſuch as virtue, the mo- 
ral ſenſe, and the eternal fitneſs of 2 
things. 


One would imagine, that they 
were conſcious of the weakneſs of 
their cauſe, by their manner of main- 
taining it. What few arguments they | 

have, have been retailed over and 
over again, and have been anſwered. 
a thouſand times: they ſeem indeed 


to be ſenſible of their weakneſs, and 


therefore have armed themſelves with 
their favourite weapon, the air-drawn 


dagger, Ridicule, which they call the 


_ ** teſt of truth. The moſt ancient, 
ſacred, and venerable truths are tried 
by this touchſtone, and condemned 
as counterfeit. In. ſhort, that which 
| ot Cx: made 


8 


. 
made Felix tremble, they laugh at — 
* righteouſneſs, . 
ment to come.” | 


It is not my intention to endea- 
vour to confute their principles. af- 
ter ſo many able hands; but by way 
of caution and preſervative for you 
who are not fallen into their errors, 
to depict the dangerous nature of 
their crime, which is nothing leſs 
than denying the Lord that bought 
them: and what leſs can they ex- 
pect, than that He, when he cometh 
with his holy angels to judge the 
world, ſhall alſo deny them before 
his father which is in heaven 28 
and that he ſhould ſentence them tio 
endure that eternal puniſhment, 
which they have ſo much derided ? 


One 


[ 21 ] 
One great aggravation of their 
crime (which will alſo, doubtleſs, 
aggravate their puniſhment) is, that 
not content with quietly and pri- 
vately enjoying their own opinions, 
they have by every artifice they could 
deviſe, endeavoured to ſeduce others; 
and have but too often prevailed, 
even over ſuch as have been well dif- | 
poſed and inſtructed ; who through 
an exceſs of weakneſs, have at once 
been laughed out of their religion, 
their morality, and their hopes of 
falvation. 


Theſe are the fatal effects of infi- 
delity, whilſt it is confined within 
the bounds of ſpeculation ; it ſub- 
verts all religion, rejects the light of 


the goſpel, inſures damnation to it's _ 


profeſſors, and involves others in 


Cc 3 their 


. 


their miſery. Let us next ſee what 
dangers are to be apprehended, when 


theſe pernicious principles come to 
e reduced to practice, and how de- 
ſtructive it is both to virtue and to 
the ſtate, and contradictory to the 
laws of ſociety. 25 


One of their favourite opinions is 
that of the eternal fitneſs of things; 
by which they mean that whatſoever 
is fit to be done, was fit to be done 

from all eternity. So that if an in- 
fidel can but perſuade himſelf, that 
it is fit for him to commit fornica- 
tion; or to rob a perſon that is rich- 
er than himſelf: and if he reliſts even 
to murder him; he will not heſitate, 
in his vindication, to aſſert, that it is, 
and ever was, fit for him to indulge 
the call of nature; that it was unfit 
© N hy 


12 
for one man to poſſeſs more than ano- 
ther: and that it Was both fit and 
neceſlary to defend himſelf ; and all 
this under the ſanction of reaſon, 
----For what is reaſon, which is to 
be the ſovereign judge of his ac- 
tions? No certain and invariable 
: rule; but as various and changeable 
as the different faces, conſtitutions, 
and tempers of mankind : biaſſed by 
our paſſions, and overborn by our 
wills !----It is not at all ſtrange there- 
fore, that they have no certain defi- 
nition of virtue; that in one age 
and country it is one thing, and an- 
other in a ſecond, and quite contra- 
5 ry to both in a third; or that every 
man ſhould define it as he pleaſeth; 
and, to make ſhort of it, that whilſt 
they are thus diſagreeing about the 
name of virtue, they mould entirely 
Joſe. the lubſlance. 
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Liberty of thinking is naturally 
followed by licentiouſneſs in prac- 
tice; for reſtraint there can be none, 
but ſuch as every one lays upon 
himſelf; and what ſecurity is this to | 
the ſtate? The legiſlature may make 
the beſt laws: but an infidel hath no 
other obligation to obey them, than 
what ariſes from his convenience or 
inclination: and can he but evade 
the penalty, his conſcience excuſes 
-him, and he has nothing to fear 
from a future Puniſhment. 


All forms of government are alike 
| intolerable to him, except they are 
exactly framed according to his no- 
tions; and when they differ from his 
model, it is virtue in him to rebel. 
He is for breaking down every teſt, 
9 


IS} 

every fence, that he may range un- 
controuled, and wanton in licen- 
tiouſneſs. a4 


Should any one think that this 
picture of infidelity is too much 
heightened; I anſwer, that the co- 
lours are taken from nature ; and I 
appeal to antiquity, and to the hiſto- 

ry of modern nations, who ſtill con- 

tinue infidels, whether I have ex, 
ceeded the juſt proportion ?—It may 


be objected again, that Chriſtians are 


equally chargeable with the ſame 
crimes that Infidels are guilty of, 
and therefore that thoſe crimes are 
not peculiar to Infhidelity.----I anſwer. 
again, that Chriſtianity diſclaims the 
relation that any one pretends to her 
who is guilty of unchriſtian practices, 
whatever his profeſhon may be ; * for 

„ 1 
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+ he is not a chriſtian who is one in 
th word only: but he is a chriſtian 
** who is ſuch in deed and in truth.” 
And here lies the difference be- 
tween Chriſtianity and Infidelity.----. 
The one is governed by the law of 
nature, which is no fixt and deter- 
minate law; but as changeable as 
the ſeveral climates and nations Of 
the world; which even allows the 
gratification of our carnal appetites 
in ſome inſtances, and where it diſ- 
allows it in others, it has no ſuffici- 
ent ſanction to ſupport it's authority; 

but may be obeyed for convenience, 

or diſobeyed with ſecurity. It hath 
no hope of reward to invigorate che 
practice of morality, no fear of pu- 8 


niſhment to deter them from fin. 


4 } 
The other hath for it's guide both 
the written and the revealed will of 
God; which hath determined the 
preciſe limits of virtue and vice, 


which ſpiritualizeth human nature, 

which requires that we ſhould be 

born again” before we can inherit 

the kingdom of heaven ; which is | 
guarded alſo by the ſtrongeſt ſanc- 
tion, eternal puniſhment and ever 
laſting rewards, 


Hence it follows, that an inſidel 
may, conliſtent with his principles, 
and without dread of conſequences, 

be guilty of ſin; whereas a chriſtian 
cannot, without renouncing his faith 
and his hope, without unchriſtianiz- 
ing himſelf, and finking into down- 

| right inkdelity : and this, of itſelf, 
0 = 
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is ſufficient to ſhew the dangerous 
nature of i it. | 


I have now laid before you ſome 
of thoſe national fins which are moſt 


heinous in their nature, and moſt 


pernicious in their conſequences ; : 
and I might add to them many others, 
which are either not ſo general, or for 
which the laws of our country have 
provided a remedy, and it is to be 
hoped, will ſome time or other pro- 
mote a cure; but which it would 
take up too much of your time 
particularly to chaſtiſe, Suffice it 
therefore to ſay, that there is in ge- 
neral too great an inattention to, 
and diſregard of, religious and ſpi- 
ritual concerns; and too much affec- 
tion for the pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world---that intemperance 


and 
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. and ſenſual pleaſures impair our bo⸗ 


dies, and drown the faculties of the 
ſoul---that chaſtity and conjugal affec- 
tion are diſcountenanced by modiſh 
gallantry---that charity itſelf is ren- 
dered ſubſervient to our vices, that 
our time and wealth are diſſipated in 
gaming, and in a profuſion of idle 
extravagant expences----that honour: 
is made to conſiſt, not in the forgiv- 
ing of injuries and being reconciled 
to an enemy; but in vindicating the 
wrongs. done to another, and aveng- 

ing ourſelves by the death of a friend; 
and in one word, that our converſa- 


* tion” is not * ſuch as becometh the 
++ goſpel of Chriſt :” and for all theſe ; 
fins we cannot but acknowledge the 
| wrath of God to be juſtly due.----It 
were not poſſible, neither indeed 
would it be prudent, for me to extend 

1 


ö 
| 
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my voice to every corner of the king 


dom; but you my brethren, as I am 
bound by particuldr duty and affec- 
tion. I ſpare not, and earneſtly ex- 


Hort you to turn from them, that 


% iniquity may not be your ruin; 


knowing the terrors of the Lord,” 
I would perſuade you to relinquiſh. 
your horrid and impious prophane- 
neſs; earneſtly to contend for the 


faith in oppoſing infidelity; and as 
much as lieth in you, to live peacea- 


_ bly with all men :---to keep your bo- 


dies in temperance and chaſtity ; and 


to imitate that perfect pattern of vir- 


tue and holineſs; which that ye may 


all do. and be partakers of his glory, 
God, of his infinite mercy, grant, 
through the ſame Jeſus Shin our 
| Lord. Amen. 


bi; 2 Sau. xXIv. 14. 


And David ſaid. unto Gad. I am in a 
5 great ſtrait ; ; let us fall now into the 
| hand of the Lord [for his mercies are 

_ great) and let me not fall into the hand 
of man. . 
1 is very remarkable in David. 3 : 
that whenever he had committed =_ 

a fault, he made immediate atone- 
ment by his piety and repentance : 
a ſtrong inſtance of which his be- 
| haviour, is the affair of numbering 
the people, and as memorable Alt 
example of the mercy of God in 


putting an end to the puniſhment as 


ſoon as he ſaw his humiliation. 


It 


„ 


It would not be very edifying to 
ſpend much time in ſearching out 
the nature and heinouſneſs of the 
crime which God fo ſeverely puniſh- 
ed by the death of ſeventy thouſand 

men. That it was very great, may 
appear from the greatneſs of the pu- 
niſhment. The crime indeed ſeems 
not to conſiſt in the act, ſo much as 
in the motive and intention : and 
the moſt probable account that can 
be given of it, ſeems to be this, that 
David, after a long ſucceſſion of vic- 
tories over his enemies, prompted by 
vanity, or through a fooliſh deſire of 
knowing his firength, which he eſ- 
teemed to conſiſt in the number of 
his men, and forgetting that the 
„Lord was his ſtrength, and” that 
5 the moſt high w was his redeemer,” | 
m_ 
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raſhly proceeded to take an account 


of his armies. The motive was ſuf- 
ficiently provoking to the all-leeing 
God, who viewing the ſecret pride 
of his heart, touched it in the moſt 
ſenſible part, by a juſt execution of 
his vengeance upon a ſinful people, 


and on thoſe very armies whereon 
he ſo Ow? GO 5 


In this action therefore David 
ſtands condemned, and is according- | 
1y puniſhed for vanity and folly: 
and no one can vindicate his con- 
duct. But his ſubſequent behavi- 
our is molt admirable, 


No ſooner had he received the ac- 
count from his generals, but Da- 


1 5 vid's heart ſmote him, after that 
50 be had numbered the people; and 
„ *« David 


Tm. 


1 David ſaid unto. the Lord, I have 
25 ſinned greatly in chat 1 bave 
Te os done: : and now I beſeech thee, 
12 0 Lord. take away the iniquity 
© of thy ſervant ; for I have done 
«, very fooliſhly.” And then, when 
he heard the tremendous meſſage 
from God, by the mouth of his pro- 
8 phet, how piouſly does he reſign 
himſelf to the divine will! And 
David ſaid unto Gad, I am in a 
* great Airait : Let us fall now into 
166 * the band of the Lord (for his mer- 
9 cies are great) and let me not fall 
7 into the hand of man.” And, laſt- 
1735 ly when be ſaw the havock, which 
the peſtilence had made amongſt his 
people, how tender ang afleQionate 
is his exclamation to God ! " Lo, 2 
= 1 have ſinned, and I have done 
* wickedly : ; bat! theſe * what - 
Ch have 


E 
to have they done? Let thine hand, 
1 pray thee, be againſt me, and 
-» againſt my father's houſe.” 


So that if David was, on the one 
hand, a deplorable inſtance of Vas 
nity, and human frailty ; ſo was he, 
on the other hand, a ſplendid exam- 
ple of integrity of heart; of ſincere 
| Piety ; and of kingly affection. 


But no comment or paraphraſe 
can do juſtice to this paſſage of ſcrip- - 
ture ; for which reaſon I have only 
ſelected the words of the text for our 
preſent meditation, and that on ac- 
count of the ſtrength and beauty of 


: expreſſion; for they copphatically 9 de- 
clare 


iſt, The great mercy. of God, in 
theſe words, „Let us falk now into 


bs the 
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bf + the hand of the Lord (for his mer⸗ 
cies are great); 5 and 


2. The cruelty of man, in theſe 
. 0 and let me not fall ie the 
28 hand of man. 


As if he had thus expreſſed him- 
ſelf in modern language: 0 In what 
$6 difficulties hath my folly involved 
© me! Three things are propoſed to 
6 my choice, either of which I know 
© muſt be extremely pernicious to 
my people ; ; and yet, one of them 
{© I muſt chooſe. Shall ſeven years 
of famine devour the ſtrength * 
my people? Then the whole na- 
tion muſt ſuffer! Shall we baſely 
turn our backs, and be purſued 8 
« three months by our enemies? 


2 Not a man of us would be ſpared! 
Muſt 
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0 Muſi I then chooſe the plagiie, 
8 which levels thouſands at a blow? 
t Dreadful diſeaſe ! But Mill, thou 
art the executioner of heaven! 
8 Aud heaven, we know, is gra- 
++: cou and admits of a pardon !---- 


But man, cruel man; is eternally 
© vindictive; his thirſt for blood in- 
% fatiable; nor is he ever to be pa- 


© cified, but with the total deſtruc- 


+ tion of his enemy.” 


Theſe ſentiments of David, at the 


Tame time that they place the good- 


neſs of God in the moſt amiable 


light, caſt a dark ſhade upon man: 
the juſtneſs of which, in both re- 
ſpecs, I ſhall endeavour to vindi- 
| cate by a compariſon betwixt the 


behaviour of God in this caſe, and 


what we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
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from the general tenor of our ae» 


tions, would have been the behavi- 
our of man, in the like circumſtan- 
ces. From whence the wiſdom of 


David's choice, which was juſtified 


by the event, will appear more con- 


ſpicuous. | 


And here the firſt thing to be ob- 


ſerved, is, firſt, That all offences 
againſt God, as he is infinite in his 
nature, and in his goodneſs to man- 


kind, deſerve an infinite degree of 


puniſhment ; ſo that it muſt be a 
great mercy whenever he takes off 


his afflictions, and that he does not 


, 


put an end to our r being. 


Whereas the offence of one man 


againſt another can bear no propor- 


tion to ſuch infinite guilt. We are 


crea - 


K hi 


creatures nearly alike in atguiiy of 
exiſtence, and in qualifications of bo- 
dy and mind; bound -by the ſame 
ties of blood, and the ſame laws of 
nature, reaſon, and religion } but 

differing only in circumſtances of 
birth, education, and fortune. 86 
that my offence againſt my brother 
being only an offerice agairiſt one of 
my own kind, which is liable to the 
ſame errors and faults, can deſerve 
only a limited and proportionable 
puniſhment, which alſo ſhould be 
mitigated by charity and humanity, _ 


True indeed it is, that the ends of 
- ſociety have induced a neceſſity of 
ſubordination, and that every degree 

of rank and power ſhould be fenced 
and guarded with a ſuitable propor- 
tion of honour, reſpec, and obedi- 
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ence ; conſequently the heinouſneſs 


of every offence, and the puniſhment 
attending it, muſt, in order to pre- 
ſerve a due ſubjedion i in the late, be 
adequate to the dignity of the perſon 
againſt whom the offence is com- 
mitted. 


But what proportion is there be- 
twixt the loweſt and the higheſt of 
men, and God? And yet how cru- 
elly exact are they in their inflictions 
for the leaſt oſſences? how merciful 
and forgiving He to thoſe that have 

committed che greateſt ? | 

Let us view the difference a little 
more attentively i in his dealings with 
David, in the cale before us. 


2. God 


4 } 


2. God by afflicting mankind, en- 
deavours to reclaim them, and to 
that end often gives warning of his 
intention, either that we may by our 

repentance, prevent the affliction, .or 
be the more able to bear it. 


Thus did he forewarn David, by 
his prophet Gad, and even gave him 
the choice of his puniſhment, ſo that 
knowing the nature of it, he was not 
diſtreſſed with the fear of accumulat- 
ed miſeries; and was not even with- 
out hope of removing that which 
was coming upon him; comfort flow- 
ed from the very nature of his pu- 
niſhment. . = 


But is man offended; his whole in- 


tention is revenge, which ſuddenly 
Ta breaks 


1 
breaks out into action, and overs | 
wWhelms the guilty victim with ba- 
riety of cruelties, almoſt before he | 
knows that he has offended ; who 
having no certainty of the nature or 
duration of his torments, nor any 
hope of ſoſtening the inexorable 
heart of his adverſary, ſinks under 
the doable preſſure of guilt and deſ- 
pair. Well therefore might David 
ery out with ſuch earneſtneſs, Let 
* us fall now into the hand of the 
Lord (for his mercies are great) 
and let me not fall into che hand 
* of man?” 


. Another circumſtance that 
ſhews the comparative cruelty of 
man is, that God being omniſcient, 
knows the preciſe nature of our 
crime, , and every motive and action ; 
| Ds at- 
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attending it; and accordingly pu- 
niſhes in juſt weight and meaſure; 


never exceeding, but oſten in pity 
diminiſhing the due proportion: 
as is particularly remarkable in his 
puniſhing David for numbering the 
people, by diminiſhing that number, 


But man, who knows nothing 
of the thoughts of another, and. but 
little of his actions, when a ſmall. 
crime is committed 1s ever ready to 
aggravate it to the higheſt, and even 
to realize the appearance of evil in- 
to evil itſelf. And thus doth he, ei- 
ther ignorantly or wilfully, adapt the 
greateſt puniſhment to the ſmalleſt 

crimes, and too often exults in the 

inſupportable ſufferings of the un- 


2 : happy criminal. Nay !. even the in- 


nocent, when he is ſo unhappy as to 
1 1 
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fall under ſuſpicion, is ſure to bear 


the whole weight of our reſentment. 


Whereas the very conſideration of 
our own ignorance, and the difficulty 
of coming to the truth ; ſhould work 
inusa quite contrary effect. In facts 
that are known and aſcertained, we 
ſhould fear to exceed the bounds of 
juſtice : And where it amounts to a 
ſuſpicion only, we ſhould not only 
| ſuſpend, but even endeavour to ſup- 

preſs our reſentment. 5 


4. But that which paints the good- 
neſs of God and the cruelty of man, 
in the ſtrongeſt light, is this; our moſt 
merciful father, as he i is thoroughly 
acquainted with our frailties and in- _ 
firmities, is graciouſly pleaſed to make 
all the allowances in our favour that 

our 


FT 


our caſe will bear; he pities us, as a 


father pitieth his own children; nay, 
he even points out the way to a re- 
conciliation, and immediately, upon 
our repentance and compliance with 
his orders, reinſtates us fully i in his 
favour: Nay! further, he enjoins ſuch 
eaſy terms of our acceptance, that 
it is a pleaſure to perform them. 


Thus, as ſoon as David had uttered 
this pathetic deprecation for his peo- 
ple, „ Lo! I have ſinned, and I have. 
* done wickedly; but theſe ſheep, 
+ what have they done? Let thine 
hand I pray thee, be againſt me. 
and againſt my father's houſe!” 
God inſtantly ſtopped the arm of the 
deſtroying angel, who was hovering 
over Jeruſalem, and ready to cut off 
it's numerous inhabitants at one 

blow; 


| T ww 
blow ; and inftantly diſpatched Gad 
with directions to David to ſacrifice 
on the threſhing floor of Araunah 
the Jeſybite. David flew with tranſ- 
port to Araunah, he ſacrificed, God 
accepted him, and the agen was 
flayed, N 


In like manner, but far more ex- 
tenſively, is che mercy of God, in a 
moſt ſurprizing and aſtoniſhing man- 
ner, exhibited to mankind, by the 
redemption of all the world E 
5 


; . edended God, in TOR anger, | 
thinkethupon mercy; himſelf propaſes 
the means of our ſalvation; cauſeth 
his only. begotten Son to be ſacrificed 
for us; is infinitely ſatisfied with the 


atonement ; accepts us into his favour 
| -- 
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en earth; aſſiſts us with his Holy Spirit 
that we may continue to pleaſe him; 
continually liſtens to the interceſſion 
of his Son for the pardon of our re- 
peated offences; freely pardons them 
for his ſake; and at laſt will receive us 
into his heayenly kingdom of infinite 


5 happineſs and eternal glory. And all 


the conditions that he requires on our 
parts, are only, faith and repentance. 


But 1 have been endeavouring to 
deſcribe in few words, that infinite 
goodneſs and . mercy of God, which 
muſt be our employment and delight 
to praiſe and adore for endleſs ages 

in the bleſſed regions above: and yet 

I am ſo far from apologizing for the 

attempt, that it grieves me to call off 
your attention to a more diſagreeable 5 

P roſpect. It is necellary however, ſor 
our 
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” our own improvement, that we ſhould 
next conſider, how directly oppoſite 
is the behaviour of man to that which 


I have been e Ges 


—_ ners an we cannot be 


ignorant of the frailties and infirmi- 
ties of our neighbour ; yet whenever 


we chance to be offended at him, we 


make no allowance for the weakneſs 
of his underſtanding, the ſtrength of 
his tempration, nor the height of his 
paſſions, which might, any, or all of 
them, occaſion his offence : Neither 


yet do we once reflect on our own im- 
perfections, or the provocations we 


may have given him; but expect as 
blameleſs a behaviour from him, as if 1 


he were beyond human nature per- 


ſect, and we quite ſpotleſs and inno- 


cent. And ſo far are we from being 


gentle 


tw} 


gentle and eaſy to be enkreated; "7" as 


far from making, ourſelves, the firſt 
advances towards a reconciliation, 
that not = Hy aa: mediation of mu⸗ 


* 


pk vie the Wetter fubinilfioh of our 
adverſary, and his profſers of a full 


and ample latisfactiboh, nay His" en. 


= treaties and his tears, we all of than | 


— 


2 


too often, | ut able 70 Tatisfy and ap- 
peaſe of relentmient. * Aud when 
we do velthſaſe to liſtengto terms of 


accommodation; With what baughti- | 


| neſs do we condeſcend to hear them; ; 
falſely. eſtimating our own dignity, 
and impoſing as great humiliation, 


5 if 1 we. were. ſeated on the throne of 
heaven, and all the inhabitants of = 


the earth were as graſhoppers before 
| And. laſtly, when the powerful 
ſolicitation of our friends, the ſhame 


"OY 
I wo” 
5 \ 
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of appearing inexcaable; and the. 


cConceſſions of our adverſary beyond 


all that we could reaſonably expect, 
have forced us to a reconciliation . 
how formal is our compliance, Joe 
cold our expreſſions, how forced our 
miles, how lifeleſs our actions, and 
how languid our affections? And 
how ſoon doth the fire, which i is only 
covered over, with the leaſt breath of 
air, rekindle and burſt out into 2 a 
5 flame? 


Thus far have I ventured to con- 
: traſt the cruelty of man with the 
mercy of God; from whence the wiſ- 


dom of David's choice is fully evi- 


dent.----Before this tranſaction, that 
monarch had been taught this leſſon, 
that man is cruel and God infinitely 


| merciful by his own experience of 
: both. "Me he hatred and perſecution | 
of 


R 
of Saul; the perfidiouſneſs of his moſt 
intimate and familiar friends; and 


the rebellion of his beloved ſon had 


convinced him of the former ; and 
| he, who took him from the ſheep- 
fold and ſet him on the throne of 


Iſrael ; who delivered him from the 


| paws of the lion and the bear, from 
the hand of the Philiſtine, and from 
his ſtrongeſt and moſt inveterate ene- 
mies ; who eſtabliſhed his kingdom, 
and ſecured it to his ſeed for ever ; 
he, I ſay, left him no room to doubt 


the continuance of his mercy. It 


was with a well- grounded aſſurance, 
therefore, that David ſo Reenuoully 
pronounced the words of the text, 


»Léet us fall now into che hand of 
0 the Lord (for his mercies are great} 
« and let me not fall into the hand 


& © of man.” 
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But why need we recur to the ex- 
perience of former ages, when our 
own is ſufficient to inſpire us with 
the ſame. ſentiments ? Every perſon 
in the loweſt and moſt private ſtation 
in life, hath daily evidence of the 
goodneſs of God, in the preſerva- 
tion of himſelf and family, and of his 
long ſuffering in forbearing to pu- 
niſh him for his repeated offences : 
Nor can he be ignorant of the cru- 
elty of man, from thoſe terrible ef- 
fects of hatred, malice, envy, and re- 
venge, Which he either feels him 
ſelf, or ſees others oppreſſed with. 
; Witneſs the lies and ſcandals daily 
invented and induſtriouſly propa- 
gated; and the cheats, the frauds, 
and the oppreflions, which are ſome- 
times 


. 
times more prejudicial to Beis 
than robbery and murder. 


Theſe inſtances of cruelty in 
common life ſtrongly impeach the 


benevolence of human nature; and 


were it poſſible for us to take a 
view of the horrid ſcenes of ruin 
and bloodſhed that have lately been 
exhibited, and are now.* acting in 
the held of battle could We count 
the number of ſouls. that the injuſtice 
or ambition of contending princes 
hath hurled, unprepared, out of this 
world into the next, their widows 
and children vagabonds and begging 
their bread: could we ſee others, 
wich naked mangled: limbs, almoſt 
_ fainting with hunger, thruſt, into 
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man; let us perſecute no man: - 


4 


dungeons, ready to expire under 


their wounds: could we croud into 
the proſpect the ſacking and plun- 


| dering of cities, the ſpringing of 
mines, the exploſion of artillery, and 


all the dreadful apparatus of death: 


-could all this terrible aſſemblage of 

horrid ſpectacles be arranged in diſ- 
tinct order, and in lively colours be- 
fore our eyes; -264t* poſſible that a 
human creature could view theſe 
things without a tear? Would you 
not be ready to faint at the frightful 
viſion? And would not every one 
cry out with David, Let us fall 
| gon now, Kc. ” | : 


© To conclude therefore, let us cul- 


tivate and exerciſe a direct contrary 
temper of mind; ----let us hate no 


13 
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let us love even our enemies: let 
us do good for evil: ----let us pray 
for them that deſpitefully uſe us, and 
perſecute us:---let us forgive and we 

ſhall be forgiven : ----let us in love 
and charity aim at perfection, even 
as our father which is in heaven is 
perfect: ſo ſhall we be admitted in- 
to that bleſſed ſtate, where all tears 
ſhall be wiped from our eyes, and 
> all our ſufferings ſhall be recompenſ- 
ed with inconceivable W and 
eternal glory. 
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48K N. ii. 23, 24. 25. 
And he ſaid unto them, Why do ye fuch 
things? for J hear of 1880 evil deal- 
gs you all ths þ , | 


* my 0 ö for it is no * report 
that I hear; ye make the Lord's peo 


e lo —_— 


I one man "IJ 7 againf, N the judge 
Jhall judge him ; but if a man. in | 
againſt the Lord, who hall intreat for 
len "0 | 


5 HE hiſtory of Eli and nit fac 
mily, though ſo ſhort as to 


take up only a ſmall part of the four 
firſt chapters of this firſt book of Sa- 


muel, 
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muel, 1s ſo full of intereſting circum- 
ſtances, and, notwithſtanding the 


plainneſs and ſimplicity of the nar- 
ration, is ſo affecting, that it cannot 


fail of making an impreſſion upon 


every one who hears or reads it. 


It is my intention to make ſuch 
remarks, and draw ſuch concluſions 0 
from this ſtory as may be ſuitable to 
the preſent occaſion, 


Hophni and Phinehas, the ſons of 


Eli, were men of ſtrong paſſions ; 


they were avaritious and libidinous; 


they violently ſeized the peoples of. 


ferings and converted them to their 
own gluttony, and lay with the wo- 
men that aſſembled at the door of 


the tabernacle of the congregation. 


By theſe wicked practices the peo- oy 


ple 


TT my 
ple were corrupted; men abhorred 
the offering of the Lord; and God 
himſelf was highly offended. 


Their father Eli was venerable for 
his age, his offices, and his piety: 
he was ninety and eight years old: 
he was high prieſt and attended con- 
; tinually on the ſervice of the taber- 
nacle: he had judged Iſrael forty 

years: and his piety had ſo much 
the aſcendency over all his other af- 
fections, that when the meſſenger 
told him of the defeat of the army 
and the death of both his ſons, he 
heard all with an unſhaken firmneſs 
of ſoul; but ++ it came to paſs when 


++ he made mention of the ark of 
+ God” being fallen into the hands 
of the Philiſtines, ** that he fell from 
+ off the ſeat backward by the ſide 

12 5 - = 
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« of the gate, and his neck brake, 
Los and he died.” ho | . 


Ihus in one day the whole family 
of Eli became extinct. And all this 
was brought about by the righteous 
ſentence and deſlination of God. 
The ſons died deſervedly, and no 
one can pity their deſtiny. But the 
venerable old man ſeems to deſerve 
ſo much of our commiſeration as to 
incline us to wiſh that he had been 
exempted from the execution. 


we find him reproving and ex- 
wing, with his ſons in the 
words of the text in terms which 7 
"flowed from an heart full of pater- 
-nal tenderneſs and religious fear ; 
„And he ſaid unto them, Why do 
Wye. ſuch things? for I hear of your 

| » evil 


[ & | 


«6 evil dealings by all this people. 


wy Nay, my ſons: for It is no good 
report that I hear; ye make the 
15 Lord s people to tranſgreſs. If one 
man fin againſt another, the judge 
+ ſhall judge him: but if a man fin 
« againſt the Lord, who ſhall intreat 
„for him ?” 


Could any father have deviſed 
words more pathetic or more terri- 
fying? This expoſtulation and re- 
proof, we may juſtly ſuppoſe, was 
often repeated : and from what hi- 
therto appears we muſt acquit Eli, 
as a father, of any charge that may 
be laid againfi him on account of 
the wickedneſs of his ſons. 


Coke But though we acquit the father, | 
| you we ſhall find ourſelves obliged io 
condemn | 
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condemn the judge, 4 the reaſon 
which God himſelf gave to Samuel, 
viz. © becauſe his ſons made them 
** ſelves vile and dee chem 


not.“ -Exhort, reprove, and re- 


buke them he did; but reflrain” 
them he did not. He was judge or 


ſupreme magiſtrate over Iſrael; the 
cuſtody and execution of the lawVs 
was veſted in him ; the laws of Mo- 


ſes were violated by his ſons openly. 


and daily, and yet he ſuffered them 
to continue and to repeat their vile 
practices unpuniſhed, with only a 


gentle remonſtrance, to the ſcandal 


of his office, the corruption of the 
people, the ſhame of all good men, 
- he contempt of religion, and the 


abomination of God. And there- 


fore, as by his connivance and for- 
bearance he was an abettor of his 


ſons 


„ 
ſons' crimes, he was, doubtleſs, juſt- 
1 involved in thejr a 


The remarks that I mall make up- 
on this piece of hiſtory, and which 
the words of the text in particular 

| have ſuggeſted to me, are theſe that 
follow : 


fl. That the follies, exceſles, and 
wickedneſs of the leading men in a 
fate, are of the moſt dangerous con- 
ſequences. They make the Lord's 
people to tranſgreſs.” | 
2dly. That whilſt meaner crimi- 
nals are eaſily reſtrained by the com- 
mon courſe of the law, great ones 

are too often above ſhame, and out 

of the reach of legal puniſhment : 
-. 
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if one man fin! againſi another, 
the judge ſhall Judge him.” And 


gdiy. What it is to "Ot againſt the 
Lord ; and the miſerable ſtate of 


thoſe delinquents who, having power 


or cunning enough to evade the law, 


muſt fall into the hands of God for 
puniſhment. But if a man fin 


* againſt the Lord, who ſhall en- 


te treat for him?” 


I ſhall beg leave, not abuſing 
your patience, to enlarge a little 
+ pg each of theſe remarks. 


*. Mad fr, I aver, that the fol- 
hes, exceſſes, and wickedneſs of the 
leading men in a ſtate, are of the 
moſt dangerous conſequences; and 


for chis ſingle reaſon given in the 
text, 
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text. They make the Loud s peo- 
ple to tranſgreſs.” A cxlme of 
deeper dye, of a more unpardonable 
nature, than it is generally ima- 
gined to be ---+* The Lord's people!“ 
Who are they! ? All the people on 
earth are the Lord's. ----But, thank 
God, the ill example of the greateſ} 
of men, cannot extend its baneful 
: influence ſo far! The words are ex- 

tremely emphatical. Eli, doubtleſs, 
meant the Iſraelites, who were ſe⸗ 
lected by God himſelf out of all na- 
tions, and dedicated to his ſervice, 
The Jews have, long ſince, felt the 
weight of his indignation, and are 
driven out from his preſence, And 
who are now the Lord's people? 
Who indeed, but they who are call- 
ed from darkneſs to light; who are 
redeemed by the precious blood of 
„ = | his 


1 
his dear ſon: who are admitted into 
the covenant of grace, and, if they 
are zealous of good works, will be 
received into his kingdom of glory? 


Io whom can this glorious title be 


applied with ſo great propriety as to 
this proteſtant kingdom, which hav- 
ing diſencumbered the chriſtian reli- 
gion of its errors and ſuperſtitions, 
profeſſes it in its genuine truth and 
Holineſs : ? | 


T hink then, ye great ones, (and | 
tremble at the thought!) what it is 
| to draw a fellow chriſtian from his 

| allegiance to his God; to make him 
break his covenant, and forfeit his ti- 
tle to eternal happineſs ; and to fruſ- 
trate the gracious duden of the ſon 

of God! J 


n. 


19 
The ſcripture aſſures us that ** if 
any man do err concerning the 
truth, and one convert him; he 
* who converteth the ſinner from 
** the error of his way, ſhall ſave a 
+ ſoul from death, and ſhall hide a 
+ multitude of fins.” What then 
but the teverſe of this ſhall be his 
doom who perverteth a man from 
„the right way?” Doth he not 
© ſend a foul to death? And ſhall 
he not add to the multitude of! his 
nns ?; | 


This ſeems to be too little conſi- 
dered by thoſe whoſe example hath' 
the moſt extenſive influence: and, 
indeed ; they ſeem to forget that their 
example hath any influence at all: 
ks is it improbable to ſuppoſe that 
0 if 


an. 
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if one of them was to be reminded 


of the dangerous conſequences that 
might enſue to his fellov- ſubjects 
from a ſingle inſtance of his culpable 
behaviour, his anſwer would be. to 
this effect. What have I to do 
with that man's behaviour, or he 
with mine ? are we not both free 
agents? Muſt not every man bear 
his own burthen? And muſt he 
«6 not ſtand or fall by his own me- 
«*« rits or demerits?“ So ſelfiſh is 
vice! and ſo little reflection is there 
in a life of pleaſure and diſſipation! 


If example be of no effect; why. 
did our bleſſed ſaviour propoſe 
his own to his diſciples, as the 
beſt means to inſpire them with 
the love of virtue and holineſs, 
and to invigorate their endeayours. 
Sx 1 5 to 
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obtain the reward of them ? Andif 
good examples be thus efficacious, 
why ought not evil examples to be 
deemed equally pernicious ? 


The whole life of man, from the 
cradle to the grave, from the cottage 
to the throne, is a continued ſcene _ 
of imitation. But it doth not de- 
ſcend from the head to the foot; it 
riſes from the loweſt member of a 
ſtate to the ſupreme. The peaſant 
imitates the farmer; the farmer, the 
gentleman; the gentleman, the lord; 
and the lord, the monarch, Happy 
is it for that nation, | whoſe king, 
having no original of his own time 
to copy after, draws the maxims of 
his government from the hiſtories of 
paſt ages; who forms his conduct by 
Heroes of antiquity; and, above all, 
33 who 


—— 


ö 


n 


Om 2 — — — P ²˙ Ä—2T—2x2 
w A 5 a 4 — N le ge ER — — — ——ꝛ — 
mad * 4 


[ 70 1 


who imitates. the adorable attributes 


of the king of heaven. 


Our ſaviour tells his diſciples, « ye Es 


25 are the light of the world. A city 
* that is ſet on an hill cannot be 
hid. Neither do men light a can- 
dle and put it under a buſhel: 
but on a candleſtick, and it giveth 
light unto all that are in the 
© houſe. Let your light ſo ſhine 
before men that they may ſee your | 
good Works, and glorify your fa- 


++ ther which is in heaven: figura- 
tively expreſling, that the progreſs 
and purity of the chriſtian religion 
depended upon the * luſtre 

of their examples. 


Thus every man is placed in ſome 


point of view,. and 1s obſerved more | 


FE 


„ 

or leſs in proportion to his eminence. 
The light of a candle in an houſe 
poſſeſſes but a ſmall ſphere of 111u- 


mination : a fire on an hill is ſeen 
many leagues at ſea: and the light 
of the ſun is ſeen all the over world. 
Let no one imagine that his neigh- 
bour is not concerned or affected by 
his conduct. The light in an houſe 
may either guide the benighted and 
weary traveller to reſt and ſecurity ; 
or it may confound and bewilder 
him. The beacon may either pre- 
vent or occaſion a ſhipwreck. And 
the glorious regent of the day, with 
the ſame beams, enlightens and re- 
pleniſheth the earth, and generates 
inſects, vermin, and diſeaſes. 


Thus the illuſtrious men of a ſtate 


are capable of rendering that ſtate 
F 4 eeither 


DT] 
either virtuous or vicious. Birth, 
parts. pre-eminence, and power give 
a ſanction to all their actions, and 
create admiration, emulation, and | 
imitation. So long therefore as theſe 
preſerve their purity immaculate, 
their chaſtity inviolate, their juſtice 
impartial, their honour untainted, 
their fidelity unſhaken, their religion 
ſincere, and their piety fervent ; ſo 
long. will that nation continue vir- 
tuous, religious, and happy. But 
ſhould it ever happen that its nobles 
ſhould indulge in luxury, intempe- 
rance and debauchery ; ſhould they 

encourage fornication, concubinage, 
and even adultery in defiance of all 

laws, human and divine, to the vio- _ 
lation of chaſtity, common decency, 
and the ſacred matrimonial tie; 
ſhould they ſquander their wealth 
7 7 and 
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and their time in gaming, and throw 
away their thouſands in a night; 


foſtering every baſe, ſelfiſh, and ſor- 


: did paſſion, and loſing the opportu- 
nity, the power, and even the incli- 


nation to relieve the oppreſſed, or to 
pay the juſt demands of their honeſt 
and neceſſitous creditors: ſhould it 


be deemed a point of honour not to 


forgive an injury; but to revenge the 


ſmalleſt affront by the death of a moſt 


intimate and cordial friend: and, 


when their follies have rendered 
their fortunes irretrievable by any 


other means than by great fruga- 
lity and temperance, ſhould it be 


thought more noble and courageous 
to burſt the bonds of nature, and 


ruſh unſummoned into the preſence 
of their God; dreadful reſolution, 
madneſs, and folly in the extreme. 


Theſe 
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_ Theſe vices and ſins. would not in- 
deed inſtantly. become faſhionable ; 
they would intrude themſelves by de- 
grees; they would be admitted firſt 
with ſome little reluctance and ſhame 
by the moſt forward and daring ſpi- 
Tits; the commonalty would in time 
be | babituated to them; and in no 
long ſpace, the corruption would 
become univerſal. 


In ſhort, it is with the body poli- 
tic, as it is with the body natural. 
The peſtilence ſeizes firſt che head. 
then the diſtant members, and laſt of 
all the heart: it reduces the moſt 
lovely ſorm, the Rirongeſt and beſt 
compacted body to a putrid, ſtink- 
ing , intolerable carcaſe ; and the in- 
fection of the, one is equally conta- 
gious and fatal as that of the other. 
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Now let any one of our great li- 


bertines take a retroſpect of his ac- 
tions. Let him look down from the 
eminence whereon he is ſeated, and 
view the wantonneſs, the profane- 


_ neſs, the ebriety, the oppreſſions and 


the murders that are perhaps occa- 
ſioned, and are doubtleſs recom- 
mended by his example : and, if it 
be poſſible, let him view all this 


without concern! The workings of 


nature, however he may ſtrive to re- 
pel them, will break in upon him: 
every tender and humane affection 
will pour into his heart and ftream 
out of his eyes; and in mere pity to 
his fellow creatures, he will diſcard 
his contagious and deſtructive fins. 
It was a noble reſolution of St. 


Paul, and it is an expreſſion that 
| | | doth 


. 
MY 
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doth honour to the facred pages, 
10 Wherefore if meat make my bro- 
ther to offend, I will eat no meat 
« whilſt the world ſtandeth, leſt 1 
make my brother to offend.”---- - 
E hus our enlightened debauchee 
may be naturally ſuppoſed, upon . 
view of his ſins and the deſtructive 
conſequences of them, to have form- 
ed the like reſolution, and thus to 
have expreſſed his paſſionate con- 
cern for the good of mankind. 
Lord! what havock have IL made 
in this world! what numbers have 
l I drawn into eternal perdition ! 
Henceforward I will abandon all 
7 my vices; nor will 1 ever indulge 
© in even the moſt innocent pleaſure 
that may entice my brother to ſin. 
„God forbid, that I ſhould longer 
" continue in the number of thoſe 
Who 


WH 


„ who make the Lord's n to 


„ trangrels !” 


So evident is it to any one of the 
leaſt diſcernment and reflection, that 


the. follies, exceſles, and wickedneſs, 


of the leading men in a ſtate cannot 


be innocent with reſpect. to their in- 


feriors; but that they are of the 
moſt dangerous conſequences. But 


2dly, They are ſtill of a more hei- 
nous nature, in that, while meaner 
criminals are eaſily reſtrained by the 
| common courſe of the law, theſe are 
above ſhame, and out of the reach. 
of the puniſhment of. law. 


The text ſays, ** If one man fin 
* againſt another, the judge ſhall 


judge him.” If a man be injured 


In 
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in his perſon, goods, or fame; , the 
| 3 is of courſe laid beſore the 
magiſtrate, and a legal ſatisfaction 
and reparation is obtained. Or if 
he be falſely accuſed, by examina- 
tion of evidences, and the pleading 
of his advocate, he is acquitted. 
The ends of ſociety require that 
property ſhould be aſcertained, that 
laws ſhould: be framed for its ſecu- 
rity, and that thoſe laws ſhould be 
impartially executed. In every ſtate 
upon earth the office, and even the | 
perſon of the magiſtrate is held ſo 
ſacred, and he is inveſted with ſuch _ 
an eſſectual power, that the bulk of 
the people are eaſily reſtrained. The 
wiſer the governors of a ſtate are, 
the more care will they take, not 
only for the ſecurity of the ſubjects . 
* but alſo (were it for no 
other : 


t 


other reaſon than that they find it 
conducive to the ſafety and proſpe- 
rity of the ſtate) that the morals of 
the people be not vitiated, and that 
religion be induſtriouſly infuſed in- 
to them: and if proper care be tas 
ken, the .generality of the people 
will be morally. righteous | and: relis 
_ gious:---the joint influence of [ſhame 
and fear; an emulation for the tems 
poral honours and rewards, and a 
dread. of puniſhment ; a love of vir- 
tue and a deteſtation of vice ; and, 
above all the hope of everlaſting 
joys, and the horrors of eternal woe, 
will awe or intice them to obedience 
and mutual ſubjection. 


But ſtill, in the wiſeſt and beſt- 
founded government upon earth, 
there will always be ſome enotmous 
| deſperadoes; 


t 


| deſperadoes ; there will be now and 
then an Hophni and Phinehas, who 
prompted by luſt, prefuming on 
their birth, their power, their riches, 
and perhaps on their alliance with 
the magiſtrate; will give a looſe to 
their appetites; will leap. over all 
bounds of law, reaſon, and religion; 
and, like lucifer himſelf, draw mul- 
tirudes after them. 


7 Adds will it be e fo ealy to ſuppreſs 


or correct their enormities; ſince, 


notwithſtanding the multitude of 


laws that are provided, there may. 
be none under which their particu- 
lar caſe may fall; or they may be 


ſuch as have not the ſanction of a 
ſufficient penalty: or they may be 
dextrouſly evaded; or the criminal 
_— be acquitted for want of- evi- 

_ dence, | 


[ bs 1 


dence; or by the ſuperior abilities of 


his advocate; or, laſtly, his magni- 
tude, his connections, and his power 
may be ſo great as even to terrify 
juſtice herſelf, to brave her to her 
face; and to render it even dange- 
rꝛous to a ſlate to take cognizance of 
his crimes. And thus it may hap- 
pen, and doubtleſs ſometimes has 
happened, that a poor, helpleſs cri- 
minal is lawfully executed for the 
ſame crime of which a great perſon 
is honourably acquitted 


Never did juſtice exert herſelf more 
glorioully than. in a late impartial 
execution of an unfortunate noble 
murderer. And, certainly, the ſo- 
lemnity of his trial, and the impar- 
tiality of his ſentence muſt ſtrike an 
awe into the breaſt of every indivi- 
THT G dual 
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dual that helped to compoſe that au- 
'guſt aſſembly. But ſhould there re- 
main, after ſo ſignal an example, 
any ſons of violence ſo void of ſhame 


and remorſe as to continue and even 
to glory in their wickedneſs, and ſo 
artful as to eſcape the hand of hu- 
man juſtice, let them learn, 


gdly, What it is to ſin againſt the 
Lord, and the miſerable ſtate of 
thoſe delinquents, who having pow- 
er or cunning enough to evade the 
law, muſt fall into the hands of God 
for puniſhment. „But if a man ſin 
_ « againſt the Lord, who ſhall intreat 
for him?“ . 


The particular ſin that Eli points 
at in theſe words, is the making 


5 either 


| Thi 


either by actual finning wth them, 


or by example cauling them to lin. 


The heinouſtiefs of this fin hath, 


in ſome meaſure, been ſhewed al- 
ready. But it hath this particular 
_ aggravation, that it is an open re- 
bellion againſt the king of heaven; 
for every one that cauſeth or entic- 
eth another to ſin, is in alliance 
with the great ſeducer of mankind, 


the rebellious adverſary of the al- 


mi ighty God. 


. no one, therefore, after Rav⸗ 


— avoided the ſword of human 
juſtice, hug himſelf in an imaginary 


ſecurity.— The eye of God pierceth 


into the moſt ſecret retirement, and 
his ſtrong arm will pluck him out 


1 to vengeance. When the law of-- 


* 15 
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man is defective, God himſelf takes - 


up the cauſe :: and © who ſhall in- | 
treat for him? Abraham indeed 


was permitted to plead for Sodom 


and Gomorrah, and by his pathetic 


oratory obtain d ſome vaſt concel- 


ſions in their favour ; but their 
wickedneſs was ſo immenſe, that 
the divine juſtice could not but 
exert itſelf. —Who is there now ſo 


faithful as Abraham? And what ſon 


of Adam, who is © but duſt and 
' aſhes,” ſhall © take upon him to 
: ſpeak unto the Lord?“ — Even the 
wounds and the blood of a cru- 


cified Saviour, which cry inceſſantly 


to the throne of grace for mercy to 
all mankind ; even theſe, for the 


impenitent profligate ſinner, ſhall 
Not plead for him. — And ſhould 


God come forth to judge ſuch an 
one, 


9 ] 

one, let him learn from the ex- 
ample of Hophni and Phinehas what 
his own doom muſt be, and what a 
train of evils attend his fall. 


In the ſame day on which theſe 
two brethren in iniquity, as well as 
by blood, were both cut off, the 
army of Iſrael was beaten, and put 
to an inglorious flight, and to a pro- 
digious ſlaughter; the ark of God 
was taken, and made the ſport and 
. ſcorn of the uncircumciſed: the ve- 
5 nerable old prieſt, their father, died 

' Tuddenly of grief and ſurprize, and 
the wife of Phinehas, by an untime- 
1 delivery ſhared the ſame fate. 
So minutely was fulfilled that righte- 
ous determination of God, which 
he pronounced to Samuel, + when 
46 1 begin, I will alſo make an end.” 
63 . 
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To call your attention Tull cloſer 
$0. the occaſion of this day's ſolem- 
' nity; you cannot, during this whole 
diſcourſe, but have perceived the 
vaſt. reſemblance there is betwixt the 
preſent ſtate of this nation, .and that 
of the Iſraelites under the govern- 
ment of Eli; That we are, as they. 
then were, at war with our next 
neighbours, who differ from us in 
religion, language, cuſtoms, and 
manners; who, if they were victori, 
ous, would not fail to inſult us, and 
to deride over our moſt holy reli: 
gion; and that as the contagious ex: 
ample of our ſuperiors hath diffuſed 
itſelf into all ranks of people, we 


are become abominable for our de- 


| hauchery and contempt of religion 
In the ſight of God, who i is of purer 


eyes 


„ S$5-Þ 
et than to behold iniquity, and 
too juſt to ſuffer it to go long un- 
puniſh'd. And therefore let us 
humble ourſelves before the throne | 
of grace, begin a reformation, and 
thereby prevent our undeſerved ſuc- 
ceſſes being turn'd into loſſes and 
diſappointments, and that train of 

evils which befel the Iſraclites, from | 
falling upon this church and nation. | 


From 3 eaſy to 
N the following inferences : 


It, That it exceedingly imports 1 85 
every perſon in high Nation, whether 
inveſted with legal or miniſterial au- 
thority, or elevated by birth or for- 
tune above the level of the common- | 
alty, to have a more particular re- 
gard to their moral behaviour; ſince 


1 their 


Lees 3 


their exanijite is not only contagious, 
but naturally draws on a chain of 
evils upon themſelves, their poſteri ty 
and the community over which they 
preſide. And it is more particularly 
| Incumbent upon parents, and in- 
deed all thoſe who are entruſted with 
the care of youth, to check their 
growing paſſions. to counſel with 
gravity, to reprimand with authori- 
ty, and, if need be, to correct with 
ſeverity. Not to content themſelves 
with a © Why do ye ſuch things ?” 
an, Nay, my ſons, it is no good re- 
AE port 1 that I hear: which old age, 
and indolence, and perhaps a paren- 
is fondneſs may deem ſufficient : 
5 but to reſtrain them by ſuch public 
or private authority as may be veſt- 
ed in them; by withdrawing impro- 
© per indulgences ; nipping their vices 


199! 
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in the bud, and (where the wound 
is otherwiſe irremediable) ſtopping 
the contagion by an exemplary pu- 
niſhment : approving themſelves 
faithful to their truſt, to their coun- 
try, and to their God. 


2qdly. We may infer how much 
happier it is for the commonalty 
that they are within the reach of 
human laws, than it is for thoſe 
who by birth or power are above 
it: lince by the terror or ſmart of 
legal puniſhments they are fiopped 
in their career, and often brought to 
a true ſenſe of their folly and wick- 
edneſs, and of courſe to a ſincere 
and hearty repentance and final ſal- 
| vation: Or, at leaſt, ſhould they 
elcape with impunity, have it not in 
their power to diltule the vicious in- 

feclion 


Int 


fection ſo wide as might * * bo 


from a more elevated ſituation.— 
But, more ee, 

9 
ods. 155 it be a. warning to all, 
of high or low degree, that even the 
venerable and religious Eli and his 
whole. family were cut off in one 
day; his ſons for their actual ſins 
and the evil example they ſet the 
congregation; and the aged father 
for his remiſſneſs and lenity in the 
diſcharge of his parental, prieſtly, 
and judicial authority. And though 
no ſignal vengeance ſhould overtake 
us in this life; yet let us remember, 

that there are eternal torments pre- 
pared for the wicked in the next : 12 
that however we may congratulate 
ourſelves upon our having evaded 
human laws by dexterity or privacy, 


Or 


? 
4 
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or overawed them by power; yet at 
the ſupreme judicature at the laſt 
day, omniſcience will diſcover all 
our ſecret ſins, infinite truth will de- 
termine the preciſe nature and hei- 
nouſneſs of them, infinite juſtice will 
= pals an impartial ſentence ; and om- 
nipotence will inflict an adequate 
puniſhment. And, although Phi- 
| lanthropy (the love of human-kind) 
ſo prevalent in other caſes, may. not 
have force enough to influence our 
examples in reſpect of the evils we- 
may thereby. bring on our. fellow- 
creatures: yet, ſurely, the actual en- 
fully, 3 ee, 164 it 1 were 
only out of regard to the heavier 
puniſhments which we ſhould juſtly 
deſerve on that account, For as, 
one, by converting a ſinner from the 


error 


F 92 ] 
error of his ways, and ſaving a ſoul 
alive. ſhall hide a multitude of his : 
own ſins, and ſhare a larger degree 


of happineſs in heaven : ſo it is rea- 
ſonable, it is juſt, that another, who 
| Inticeth an innocent perſon to lin, 
or deludes him by the falſe glare of 
an evil example, ſhould feel a more 
intenſe degree of torment in hell. 


N Conſider yourſelves, therefore, as 
lights ſet upon an hill, not to miſlead 
your fellow travellers, but to con- 
duct them in their way to the celeſ- 
| tial Canaan : and may your light ſo 
ſhine before men, that they may ſee 
your good works, and glorify your 
father which is in heaven; which 


God of bis infinite mercy grant, 
Rong Jelta: Chriſt. | 


4 TY + II 
6 ' race Be 6:6 * 
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Dur. xxx. 15. 


See, I have ſet before thee this day, life 


and good, and death and euil. 


HES E few words are the ſum 
T of Moſes's elaborate and pa- 
thetic exhortation to the Iſraelites i in 
the wilderneſs, juſt before he was go- 


ing to reſign both his command and | 
his life together: and contain the 


ſanction of his legiſlation ; or in 
plainer words, the motives which 


ſhould induce them to obey thoſe 
laws, which God had been pleaſed 


to deliver to them by him; A ſanc- 


tion, founded on the na: ure of man 


and the attributes of God; and mo- 
: tives 
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tives VER however they may have 

been varied in the expreſſion, have 
been the intention and foundation 
of all laws whatſoever, human as 
well as divine; life and good, 

the reward of obedience; and 
« death and evil,” Gs mens 
of diſobedience. . 


* ag 


No law-giver could ever expect 
any good effect from his inſtitution, 
upon any other footing ; and there- 
fore all have built upon this ; and 
what makes one ſet of laws more 
binding than another, chiefly conſiſts 
in the greatneſs and certainty of the 
ſanction. + ay, chiefly, becauſe a 
vaſt deal of the credit of : any body-of 
laws depends upon the character 

and example of the lawgiver him- 
ſelf; and other circumſlances which 
Con- 


1228 
contribute to the raiſing and eſta- 
Hliſhing his ſacred credit and autho- 
rity : "theſe are the means to intro- 
duce laws to the approbation of any | 
people, and to engage their recep- 
tion of them. But what muſt en- 
force their obedience to them, when 
approved and received, muſt be the 
ſanction with which they are guard- 
ed, which can be no other than the 
hope of reward,” and the fear 
of puniſhment: And this reward 
and puniſhment muſt be both great 
and certain; otherwiſe, how whole- 
ſome ſoever the laws might appear, 
and how ſacred ſoever the perſon 
and character of the law-giver; yet 


they would be too unintereſting 
(without ſuch ſanction) to influence 


132 


the general practice. 


i. 96 7]. 


1 ſhall not therefore inſiſt oh our 
ſaviour's ſuperiority to all other le- 
giſlators in point of dignity of per- 
ſon, unerring example, and the mo- 
rality of his inſtitution: but, as the 
text directs me, and what is indeed | 
the ground of our obedience, on the 
_ greatneſs and certainty of the chriſ- 
tian ſanction compared with the mo- 
ſaic neglecting all other inſtitutions 
as unworthy to ſtand in competition 
with thoſe two, which alone, and 
undoubtedly proceeded from divine 
— revelation, or rather from the mouth 
of God himſelf; and are expreſs de- 


i 


* of his will. 


What ſhews at once FY ſpecific 
difference between the diſpenſation 
of Moles, and that of Jeſus 5 


„ 
is this; the former being intended 
0 prepare a ſingle nation for the 


temporal poſſeſſion | of an earthly. 


country. and to laſt only a deter- 


| minate time; *till a more illuſtrious. 


law-giver ſhould appear, and a bet-' 
ter law be given : The latter is in- 
tended to prepare all the nations in 


the world for the poſſeſſion of the 
heavenly Canaan * was given by the 
creator of all things; being a full re- 


velation of his will, excludes a bet- 
ter, and will laſt to the end of time. 
The ordinances of the one being car- 


| nal. and temporary, required only a | 
temporal ſanction: thoſe ' of the 
other being ſpiritual and of eternal 


obligation, as certainly require ſpi- 
ritual, and eternal rewards and 2 
niſhments. ö 


7 
91 
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* « Life - and good,” on the one 
awd, and death and evil,” on the 
3 other, are ſet before the eyes of both 

Jew and Chriſtian.” But what was 
this life promiſed to the obedient 


le, whe: ſhould walk in all the or- 


dinances of the lau blameleſs? No 
longer than threeſcore and ten, or 
ſourſcore years ; the period to which 
ſome few arrive in this diſtant age of 
the world. Or, ſuppoſing that the 
inſtances of this kind were in thoſe 
days more numerous, or under God's 
peculiar bleſſings, even general; yet 
fince they muſt die at laſt, though 
they held out to the age of Methuſa- 
lem, and enjoyed all the while the 
moſt perfect health and vigour of bo- 
dy and mind; yet ſtill without the 
expeclation of another life even nine 
| centuries 


[ 99 1 
centuries would appear but as a ſpan 
long; and their days, and the cer- 
tainty of dying, and the dread of 
their approaching diſſolution would 
pall the appetite for the other part 
of the promiſe, the good things that 
were to be the conſequence of their 


obedience ;, and cauſe them to quit 


the world with regret, and perhaps 
with ingratitude for the moſt exqui- 
ſite enjoyments of a limited exiſtence. 


And even admitting (what I think | 
with good reaſon we ſhould admit) 
that the nation of a future ſtate was 


entertained by ſome of the wiſeſt of 


the Jews, (though not expreſſed in 
their law) yet did it exert itſelf ſo 
faintly on the bulk of the people, 
that the comfort it afforded them, 
was little (if any thing) more preſer- 

M3 able 
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able to certain death, and a final 
diſſolution; ; than a doubtful hope is 
to a certain danger. And it is a 
nice point to determine, in which 
caſe they would be the happieſt; 
whether in a temporary enjoyment 
of all worldly bleſſings, under an aſ- 
ſurance of going into the land where 
all things are forgotten, never to ex- 
iſt any more; or to live in the ſame | 
enjoyment in painful ſuſpence, with 
5 — en of * dubious 

eternity. 


The law of * Moſes — promi: 
ſes length of - days to the whole na- 
tion of the Jews, or a continuation 
of their exiſtence to the longeſt period 
of. human life ; proportioned (we 
may be ſure) to the frame and con- 
ſtitution of every individual; and 
5 „ this 
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this not barely in conſequence nf 


their living in temperance, ſober- 
neſs, and chaſtity; which naturally 
produce a long life; but moreover 
las the notion of a reward implies) 
by the donation of God himſelf; who 
would conſtantly watch over them, 
and preſerve the lives of the righte- 
ous from the many various accidents 
of nature, and in the hotteſt conflicts 
with their enemies: their minds vi- 
gorous and lively; and their bodies, 
active, healthful, and ſtrong, 


This, and nothing leſs, was implied 
in the promiſe of God by Moſes by 
the word life. But what is all this 
to the life promiſed by the goſpel ? 
What are a thouſand years to eterni- 
ty? Asa drop to the ocean !---Eter- 
nity! An ocean of ages! Extended, 

H3 _ with- 
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without bounds; ; n in- 


* 


comprehenſible. To die is natural, 
is neceſlary to the body. But to live 
for ever! is the glorious privilege of 
human ſouls, in their own nature 


immortal and of divine original; and 


to have their bodies raiſed, and re- 

fined from corruption, and rendered 
fit to accompany them to endleſs 
ages. This is the great reward pro- 


miſed by Jeſus Chriſt to all that obey 


his goſpel; and ſo far exceeds the 
life promiſed by Moſes; that they 


who look for the former, are always 


. deſirous to finiſh the latter; for their 


+ wiſh is, with St. Paul, to die 
and to be with Chriſt, which is far 
better. 80 far is it from being 


our intereſt to live here, that to 
die is gain: and on this ſingle 


account. che eternal duration of our 
exiſtence, 


[ 103 J 

exiſtence; the ſanction of the gol- 
pel. muſt infinitely tranſcend that of 
Moſes. 


What is all the ſtrength, beauty, 
and activity of a mortal, corruptible 
body, to that of the ſame body refin- 


ed, ſpiritualized, glorified, incorrup- 


tible, immortal? Like coarſe uten- 
ſils of brittle clay, to durable orna- 
ments of burniſhed gold or filver.---- 


What is the duration of theſe moul- _ 


dering manſions, to that of thoſe, 
which are prepared for us----eternal 
in the heavens? What is the preſent. 
power and activity of the ſoul, preſ- 
ſed down, confined, and encumber- 
ed with heavy, ſluggiſh fleſh ; to the 
free and unconſtrained vigour and 
energy of the ſame ſoul enlarged, ex- 

: * and purged from error, and 
= ; H 4 the 
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the clouds of corruption? which per- 
vades the body like a thin, tranſpa- 5 
rent garment, and irradiates it with 

2 continued ſtream of glory ; ; and 
: the body, 1 in its turn, furniſheth the ; 


ſoul with organs properly oped for 
celeſtial enen. 


and. But I am warmed by my ſub- 
ject, entering too ſoon upon the feli- 
cities of that ſtate, which I intend 
for the ſequel of this diſcourfe. Let 
us, therefore, recollect ourſelves, and 
I conſider the good things promiſed 
: by Moſes, in order to compare them 
| with thoſe promiſed by — Chriſt, 


by 


© Afar with the leaſt poſſible 
© EDU | peruſes the Moſaic law 
(particularly the 28th ch. of this 
00k of Deuteronomy, from the xſt | 
W 2 
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to the 13th verſe) cannot mifs ob- 
ſerving, that, that part of the ſanc- 
tion which Moſes in the text calls the 
good, is adapted to enforce the obe- 
dience, by raiſing the hopes and de- 
ſires of men whoſe views were con- 
fined to this earthly ſtate, and had | 
no thoughts of a better. Deſires, 
hopes, and views, which could not 
fail to influence the worldly-minded; 
ſuch as ſecure, ſtately, and conveni- 
ent dwellings, ſurrounded with rich 
and ſpacious fields and paſtures; a 
numerous, beautiful, healthful, and 
duteous progeny; plenty of fruits of 
all kinds, and of the moſt delicious 
flavour ; numerous herds of cattle, 
and flocks of ſheep ; large granaries 
filled with the beſt of corn; ſafe, 
_ eaſy, and proſperous Journies, and 
een campaigns ; j victory, uni- 
| verſal 
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verſal conqueſt, and glory; : mild and 
fruitful ſeaſons, and a continued 
proſperity in every laudable under- 
taking; ſuperiority or precedence 
over all the nations of the world. 
In ſhort, all that could ſatisfy, if any 
thing can ſatisfy, the luxury, t the 
avarice, the ambition of man. 80 
captivating are they! in truth, ſo 
alluring! ſo adapted to ſenſe, that 
many, too many, conſider and covet 
them, as their ultimate and only 
good: and few, very few. are able 
to diveſt themſelves entirely, of all 
_ anxiety about them; though they 
know them to be ſtrong temptations 
to fin, hindrances to their duty, and 
impediments in their way to heaven! 


Heaven , What is it ?----That Ca- | 
naan of reſt and peace, which ſhall 
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be given to, and never taken from 


thoſe, who, in this wilderneſs. of fin, 


ſhall obey the goſpel of Chriſt: where | 


they ſhall reign in unlimitted domi- 


nions, in houſes not made with 


hands, eternal in the heavens; with 
Tivers not flowing with milk and ho- 
ney, but with pleaſures at God's 
right hand for evermore „ fed with 
the food of angels; clad in righte- 
ouſneſs, bright truth and unſpotted 
purity and holineſs; accompanied 
by angels, and men made perfect; 
victorious over fin, death, and the 
devil; ever learning, and continu- 
ally advancing in the knowledge of 


the hidden myſteries of God, enrap- 


tured with his preſence, eternally 
adoring, and praiſing his infinite 


But 
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1 But how ſhall I deſcribe thoſe 
glories, which the tongue of mortal | 


man cannot utter, nor his heart con- 
ceive? Suffice it therefore, that all 
that is truly and ineſtimably good 
and fitted to your immortal and ſpi- 
ritual nature is ſtored up for you in 
that heavenly treaſury, where ** nei- 
ther moth nor ruſt doth. corrupt, 
© and where thieves do not break 
+ through and ſteal: ' pleaſures new 
and exquiſite ; - Tiches inexhauſlible; 
honours untainted; and glory that 
neyer fadeth away; and all this war- 
ranted to you by the word of God, 
who cannot lie, through obedience 
to the goſpel perfected by the righ- 
teouſneſs of his ſon Chriſt Jeſus. 


I fay, through obedience ta the 
Soſpel; for under the chriſtian diſ- 
* 


1 1. 
penſation, as well as the Jewiſh, 
there are many things by you to be 
done and avoided; the omiſſion or 
commiſſion of which will occaſion a 
- forfeiture of the reward, notwith- 
ſtanding all that Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffered to inſure it to YOU. === 
| God, therefore, ſeeing how preſent 
enjoyments would affect us, more 
than future, in both caſes ordained 
puniſhments to be a ſecond part; 
and a tremendous ty of his ſanc- 
tion. . 


Let any one read over the remain- 
ing part of the 28th ch. of Deutero- 
nomy, and he will ſee all the bleſ- 
ſings I before deſcribed, changed in- 
to curles, denounced againſt the diſ- 
obedient; and cannot but tremble at 
the terrible denunciations ; more eſ- 
pecially 
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pecially when he finds in the ſequel 
of the ſacred hiſtory, that all theſe 
ee, were literally executed. 


But what; is Fa on from is 
Joh of Canaan; to a privation of 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to be 

thruſt into outer darkneſs !-. What | 
the loſs of father, mother, brother, 
wife, and children, to the exclufion 
from. the converſation of. ſaints and 
angels? to weep and wail and gnaſh 
the teeth with condemned ſinners, 
and infernal fiends ? What the burn- 

ings of a fever or a peſtilence to the 

ſcorching torments of the fire, that 
never ſhall be quenched; or the bite 
of the moſt venomous ſerpent to that 
of the worm that never dieth ? What 
even the diſpleaſure of God for a ſea- 


_ fon ha that is intolerable) to his 
|  everlaſt- 
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everlaſting vengeance poured forth 


upon diſobedient, impenitent, and 


incorrigible offenders. 


Are theſe things harſh and grating 
to your ears; and do they diſcom- 
poſe your careleſs eaſe, and diſturb 
your imaginations ?. Are they not al- 
ſo. true and certain to come upon 
you, unleſs you watch and labour to 
keep them from you. Would you 
have me only prophecy unto you 


ſmooth things; to hold up to your 
view (as it were) a landſcape of hea- 


ven for your curioſity and entertain- 
ment? without unfolding to you the 
draught that is annexed to it, of the 


horrors of hell and the torments of 


the damned, to awake your conſci- 


ence and to alarm your fears? Then 
ſhould I be an unworthy miniſter of 


the 


1 
the glorious goſpel of Chriſt ; un- 
grateful to you, and unfaithful to 
my God.----Be it therefore my glory 
(as it is my duty) to ſay with Moſes, 
(and may I always truly fay it) See, 

„I have ſet before thee this day, life 
and good, and death and evil! I 
© call heaven and earth to record 
this day againſt you, that I have 
*+ ſet before you life and death, bleſ- 
fing and curling : therefore chuſe 

« life, that both thou and thy ſeed 


may live;” and that eternally ; 


through Jeſus Chrid our Lord. 


Marr, Xx. 13 


Wh 2 e here al the day idle I 


f 


TITH what propriety this 
_ queſtion was put by the 
maſter of the vineyard, in a worldly | 
Tenſe, will eaſily be underſiood, and 
readily be acknowledged. All muſt 
be ſenſible of the evil effects of idle- 


neſs i in men' of any worldly occupa- 


tiorr: becauſe their welfare i is imme- 

Uiately, and their very ſubſiſtence 1 

would in the end be affected by it. : 

And the ouly allowable excule that _ 
could be made, by the huſbandmen, 

| who had continued unemployed till 

the 1 hour of the day, was the 


LL: LT ſame 


4 _- 


T 114 5 
Lame they did make, 2 No man 
„ hath hired us. e 


- howdy: this PRE in the ſenſe 
our ſaviour intended it, to religion : 
and it is very certain, though ma- 
ny plauſible excuſes will be alledg- 
ed, for our idleneſs in religious du- 
” ties ; yet none of them will be ad- 
mitted at the laſt day: and, conſi- 
dering the early propagation of the 
goſpel in this nation, with the great 
and glorious rewards it propoſes, 


and the many aids and means of in- 


ſtruction we have, leaſt of all can 
we pretend that no man hath hir oof 
Hp ed us.“ 
| The general inattention (I will 
not ſay averſion) to religion, which 
is but too obſervable ; will excuſe 
5 AP | 1:02 We 


e 

the ſevereſt ſtrictures upon that ſpe- 
cies of idleneſs which I am now go- 
ing to expoſe, by arguments drawn 
from the nature of man and the 
excellency of religion; the ſhameful 
nature of ſuch idleneſs; it's contra- 
riety to God's will, and expreſs com- 
mand, and the prejudicial conſe- 
quences of it to man's particular 
and general good. pg 


1ſt. The inexcuſeableneſs of idle- 
neſs in religion 1s ſufficiently demon- 
| irable from the nature of man if we 
conſider either his corporal or men- 
tal powers and capacities. The ve- 
ry frame of his body, as was long 
ago obſerved by a very wiſe heathen, 
is fitted for religion; God having 
given him an erect;poſture, by which. 
he can with eaſe ſurvey the wonders 

1 of 


Ts. 
of the Anand hoſt; hands to flretch 
forth towards the throne of mercy; 
and a tongue to utter his high con- 
ceptions of the divine goodneſs, and 
by different modulations of voice to 
offer i in ſuitable accents his daily tri- 
bute of prayer or praiſe. So that of 
all creatures, man only ſeems to have 
been deſigned by the God of nature 
for religious purpoſes ; and, upon a 
ſtrict enquiry it will be found, for re- 


* 


0 ligious e only. iT - fn 

. How lil i the eye adapt- : 
cd to its uſe; by its elevated ſitua» 
tion, globular form, and muſcular 
motion, and a ſingle turn of the bo- 

dy, capable of viewing an hemi- 
g ſphere, darting into. zunmeaſurable 
regions above us; and from all parts 


collecting new matter of knowledge. 


Pa 


ſurprize, 


[ * 
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ſurprize, 2 adoration.” And ho-] 
natural is it in this delightſul em 
ployment to exclaim with rapture” 
and how juſt this exclamation of 
David; Lord, how” manffold are 
* thy Works! in wiſdom haſt thou: : 
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| To: By; nothing of the other or- 
gans of ſenfation, the ſoul "having! 
thus received it's information from 
the eye, proceeds to compare, 1 
reaſon upon the objects of viſion 7? 
and, ſtill inquiſitive alter further 
knowledge, by it's inventive power, A 
procures almoſt miraculous' aſſiſtance 
to the natural organs of the body's" 
and every new diſcovery. is a har? 
topic of wonder and adoration.—. 
Even the conſcioufneſs of it's Own 
Perfections Teads it into a track of 


k "3 reaſon- 


reaſonings, ending in the firſt-cauſe. 
It claims kindred to God himſelf, 
whom it is conſlrained to love for 
his excellent goodneſs and infinite 
perſections, and finds it to be it's ſu 


1 preme delight and greateſt happineſs 


to be like him, and to ſerve him. 
The natural biaſs of the ſoul ſeems 
to bear- towards theſe - diſquiſitions ; - 
it is ſo active, that it is never weary 
of them, but ſtill defirous of more 
knowledge; is capable of improving 
to a degree barely ſhort of infinity; 
and ſeems to acquire new firength 
from-the very exerciſe of its own fa- 
| culties : and the farther it advances 

in wiſdom. the nearer it opprogche 

eth to religion,” | 


. For whe ele is religion, but 
che loye and | fear of God, founded ; 
; # i Or. 74 
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on a the ieee of his infinite per- 
fections, of our own nature, of the 


relation we ſtand in to him, and ex- 


= preſſed by correſpondent words and 


actions? The higher, therefore, 
the ſenſe of our obligation to him is, 
the higher, conſequently, will be our 


devotion and our endeavours to 


Pleaſe him, which conſtitute the ve- 
ry eſſence of religion : and this im- 
plies a conſtant and diligent exer- 
tion of all our powers of mind, and 
body, and is directly oppoſite to idle» 


neſs, which is nothing elſe but an 
indiſpoſition or averſion to action. 


When the ſoul, the ſpring of action, 
is wound up to the height, by con- 


templation of its on excellent na- 


ture, and of the adorable attributes 


of God, either inveſligated by reaſon 


| or diſcovered by revelation : ſo won- 
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derfully and glorioully diſplayed in 
the creation of the univerſe; and 


much more ſurprizingly and miracu- 


louſly in the redemption, and ſancti- 
N fication of man; in conſequence of 
which unſpeakable and inconceivable 
happineſs and glory are prepared 
for his eternal enjoyment; with what 
activity are all its powers and paſſions 
| invigorated ?--reaſon is ſtrengthened; 
hope i is confirmed; faith is enliven- 
ed; the underſtanding is improved 
and enlarged ; love is refined and en- 
- flamed, and purged-from fear; deſire 
is ſharpened; and the Whole inten- 
tion is directed to ſerve God in ſpirit 
and in truth; in love and holineſs 
here on earth; and to enjoy his glo- 
rious preſence for ever in heaven. 
J) CCCCCCͥò ĩ ↄ Roy: 4010072002 H> 
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3d. In ſo large. a field of adtion; 
in ſo pleaſing an employment; with 
ſuch powers, encouragements, and 
rewards; how ſhameful and inglori- 
ous muſt. the leaſt degree of idleneſs 
appear; ; and how ungrateful to that 
good. God, whoſe we are, and who 
hath given us all things richly to en- 
joy ; who hath called us out of dark- 
neſs into light; who hath redeemed 
us from the ſlavery of ſin, and Satan, 
to the glorious liberty of the ſons of 
God; who hath a right to our whole 
ſervice; who hath invited us to it bx 
his only Son, his prophets, and apo- 
Miles; by whom we are inſtructed how 
to perform his will; and hath agreed 
with us for an hire richer and greater 
than our deſires could form, or our 
conceptions comprehend. — Idleneſs 


* 


In 
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in this caſe muſt imply the moſt 
ſhameful ſtupidity, or the fouleſt in- 
gratitude: the heinouſneſs of which 
is further aggravated by the unwea- 
ried diligence of the ſervants of a 
moſt tyrannical maſter, whoſe wages 
are death and eternal torments. To 
ſiee them riſing early, and very late, 
* taking reſt, and eating the bread 
of carefulneſs; bearing the burden 
* and heat of the day; and deny» 
ing themſelyes the neceſſary repoſe 
of the night; to heap up riches that 
| profit them nothing; or compaſſing 
| ſea and land, and running all ha- 
zards to gratify their luſt or ambi- 
tion: what a diſgrace doth this re- - 
flect upon our ſluggiſnineſs in ſo. good 
a cauſe as that of religion! How 
_ doth it upbraid our negligence or 
| | omiſſion of e duties! and our 
0 Weari- | 


7 ww 1 
wearineſs and lleepineſs in the com- 
mon offices of de votion eſpecially 
when we know that our diligence in 
theſe duties will be crowned with an 
ineſtimable reward lA conduct ſo 
prepoſterous, ſo abſurd, ſo ſhocking: 
to realon, that humanity es at 
Ach. The ſhame and difgrace f 
idleneſs in religion will appear ſtill 
greater, if we conſider that it is an 
act of diſobedience to God and a dis. 
rect violation of his poſitive com- 
mand, defrauding him of his right. 
----For thus it is written, Thou 
++ ſhalt, worſhip the Lord thy God, 
„and him only ſhalt thou ſerve.” | 
But how do we worſhip him, when, 
we either wholly refrain from his ta- 
bernacles, or r approach them with ir- 
| reverence. 


IU ws 1 
reverence or reluctance? And how: 5 
can we be ſaidi to ſerve him, when 
our time, and talents are ſpent in 
worldly cares, or in/ the gratification 
of our laſts, or hid in the ne of 
ſloth. ot aud 91 201 LOGS 1 
Nuas cu 3 63 405 { 
Again it is written, Thou ſhalt 
© love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, with all chy ſoul, and 
„with all thy ſtrength; i. e. with 
all thy powers of ſoul and body. 
And what doth this imply but the 
exertion of all our faculties to pleaſe 
him, who is the object of our love? 
How can this love be manifeſted, 
but by a conſtant perſeverance in 
good works, ſo agreeable to his will 
and enjoined by his commandments? 
| And how can theſe be performed, 
ier mod donor (6 530,557 nd 
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and our love be approved by him, 
1 we continue in idleneſs. i 

OY Take a ſhort view, now, of 
the inevitable conſequences of idle- 
neſs in religion, and you will ſoon 
ſee the fatal effects of it upon your 
particular and general good. Take 


away religion from the ſoul of man, 
and he is immediately reduced to a 


level with the beaſts that periſh. 
His appetite is confined to carnal 


gratifications ; his deſires are ſordid 
and ſelfiſh; his will is ſtubborn and 


 Inflexibly obſtinate and incorrigible ; 
| his underſtanding is clouded 33 his 


memory is impaired; his taſte is 
changed from rational and heavenly, ö 


to earthly. ſenſual. deviliſh-: he is 
eſtranged to God and goodneſs, and 


fin and wickedneſs are his delight: 


his 


1 


* 
rae 2 —— — — — —— 
LE N — — 
> — 
1 * p 3 
6 1 


888 — Ee 1 
1 e — = 5 
ha — ” — — = by” 
as "Ky * — — 


— . 
—ñ᷑ ᷑ö— — 
n 
* ex 


ne ey nr ney 
—— — wn 
. n . 
A COD . 
* ** = I” 


— 


— : 2 
n 


„„ 
his conſcience is either ſeated 'and 
hardened by repeated acts of wick- 
edneſs, or the teſtimony of It is ei- 
ther ſtifled or over · ruled by the im- 
petuokity of his paſſions : his reaſon, 
what few glimpſes. of it remain, is 2 
trouble, his very life a burthen to 
him: heaven and hell ate never in 
his thoughts; and his only with is to 
drop i into and rot in the grave. 


What a Abe to human conſent 
How is the pearl of great Price vile - 
ty thrown away! His own powers 
are loſt for want of uſing them! The 
benevolent offers of his fellow crea- 
tures are rejected! The infinite good- 
neſs of his God never ſeen or totally 
diſregarded! No eye lifted up to hea- 
ven! No hand ſtretched out for mer- 
Ty No ers for pardon drops 

from 
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from his tongue 4 Where theo is 

hope ? It were a miſapplication of 
mercy, to give it where it is not aſk- 

ed. Infinite goodneſs itſelf cannot 
extend ſo far as to ſave us, if we uſe 
not the means appointed for our ſal- 
vation; and idleneſs hinders us from 
uling them. | 


When a man is thus rendered in- 
capable of working out his own, how 
can he be thought able to contribute 
any thing towards the common fſal- 
vation ? Whom doth he adviſe, cor- 
rect, exhort, or rebuke? And what 
are the glorious effects of his pious 
example: ? He is a deſerter to the 
common cauſe. He leaves his ſhare 
of the burthen to be borne by others, 
and hinders the work of the vineyard 
from going forward, by ſanding in 
their 


det ray or E rrüptiifg others into 
the ſame idleneſs: : and as he hath 
no hopes of receiving any wages 
_ Himſelf, ſo he is utterly careleſs of 
the intereſt of * the induſtrious la- 
bourers. 9 
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In the concluſion; though I have 
after our bleſſed ſaviour's example, : 
in ſome parts of this diſcourſe repre- 

ſented religion as a burthen ; yet, if 
you attended to the whole of it, you 
muſt allow it is not ſo intolerable as 
ſome mens fancies have painted * * 
but that it is agreeable to your na- 5 
ture, that ye have ſufficient powers 
of body and ſoul, beſides ſupernatural 
aſſiſtances to enable you to bear it. 


| © Solomon ſaid of religion, her 
. ways are e Ways of plealanineſs, and 
_ ” all 


19 3 1 
all her paths are peace, " notwiths 
Banding he found it burthened with 
' many troubleſome rights and cere- 


, 


monies ; well therefore might our 
| bleſſed ſaviour, when he had freed it 
from thoſe incumbrances, ſay of it, 
My PRs is eaſy, and ay burden 
79 1 


The princi pal rules hunky ye 
are to regulate your conduct are 
. theſe, „ Whether ye eat or drink, 
or whatſoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God; and ſanctify the 
Lord God in your hearts.” Theſe 
rules duly obſerved, ye will keep up 
a conſtant frame of religion in your 
minds ; ; and in all your lawful occu- 
pations, to which the duties you owe 
to your families or your country may 
call you, even there it is poſble for 
K W 


r 
| you to ſerve God at the ſame time, 
and in ſhort ejaculations to preſent 
| your hearts before him. Nor is it to 
1 be doubted, but the humble and ſin. 
cere, God be merciful to me a fin- 
12 ner!” ſent up in the hurry of bu. 
ad to the throne of grace, will be 

accepted, as well as the more leiſure- 
ly and orderly Performances of de- 
votion. | | | 


Nor 1 God ſo rigid a taſk-maſter 
as to allow no relaxation. For how: 
ever active and indefatigable the foul | 
may be, yet the body would ſink 
under the inceſſant labour of che 

mind. He hath therefore ordained : 
the night for our repoſe; and inno- 
cent and lawful recreations and a- 
muſements, by diverting the atten- 
tion for a little time, ſerve to whet 

| 1 the 


7 * 


the appetite for divine contempla- 
tions; and to make us return. to our 
duty with alacrity, and perform . 
with livelineſs and chearſulneſs: : not 


with a gloomy backwardneſs; as if 1 


compelled by neceſſity: but as of 
| choice, and with eagerneſs. 

Let me, however caution you to 
look. upon religion as the end of 
your being, and therefore your ſole 
buſineſs in this life; ſo that whatever 
your various occupations may be, 
they are to be ſubſervient to this 
main end, the glory of god and the 
good of your own ſouls :---and with 
this admonition I conclude, heartily 
praying to God, that when ye ſhall 
be called to an account at the laſt 
day, ye may not be found to have 
5 e 
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| flood all the day idle; but that « every 
one of you may receive his hire; 
may be admitted into the kingdom 
of heaven; through Jeſus Chrif our 
ne. 


„ GAL. vi. 7. 
Be not deceived, God is not mocked : for 
whatſoever a man ſoweth that ſhall he 
a 400 reap. 


HE words before me, it muſt 
be owned, immediately relate 
to one particular duty, that of hear- 
ers communicating to their teachers 
in all good things. But the motive 
which the apoſile uſes to enforce the 
Practice of this one duty, may with 
equal propriety be applied to the 
practice of all others belonging to 
the chriſtian religion; 3 God is not 
**. mocked; for whatſoever 2 may 
Nt ſoweth that ſhall he allo reap.— 
A ES | My 
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My deſign i in this diſcourſe is to ap- 
ply theſe words' ſo extenſiwely as to 
evince the neceſſity of univerſal pie- 
ty; and the folly and danger of a 
partial obedience, by which men are 
too apt to ſleep in, ſecurity. to the 
; ruin of their own. . 


8 


The words naturally divide den 
| ſelves into three branches. * 


N ill. An exhortation againſt ſelf de- 


12 ceit; 1 * Be not deceived.” 


"WAY 
4 4 


adly. The folly « of ſuch Geceir on 


account of the infinite knowledge of 
God, who is able to detect our hy- 
. 55 God i is not mocked. ” n 


8 * * 


3dly. The ceriainty of ſuture pu- 
Annen for it, and that puniſh- 


. 
© = 1 ment x 
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ment being proportioned to our dil 


obedience, For whatſoever a man 
en that en 1 _ 


nt Any exhortation Again ſelf de- 
ceit, one would think would be en- 
tirely needleſs : and in worldly mat- 
ters we find there is no occaſion for 
it. Nen are generally ſharp ſighted 
| enough to find out what makes moſt 
for their own intereſt, and prudent 
: enough | o ſecure it. 


But what occaſion there is for ſuch 
kind advice in ſpiritual concerns 
may be judged from St. Paul, who . 
found it neceſſary to be given to the 
Galatians in the beginning of Chriſ- 
tianity.—And if we flatter ourſelves, | 

that we are both wiſer in underſtand | 
| ing and better in practi ſing the pre- 


K 4 ceo | 
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cepts of the goſpel, than thay who 


werebutjuſt initiated into it, and have 


therefore leſs need of any ſuch ad- 
vice, we need not go far to undeceive 
ourſelves. —For whoever looks care- 
f ſully into his own breaſt, will find 


there many thoughts and actions vaſt- 
ly inferior in purity and obedience 


to thoſe of the primitive times, and 
infinitely ſhort of what is required 


by the goſpel, and be amazed to find 


how ſecurely and on what flender 
foundation he has reſted in the hopes 


of an eternal reward.---If he looks 


abroad, and with the leaſt attention 
conſiders the conduct of the gene- 
rality of chriſtians, he will find ſmall 
reaſon to juſtify their proceedings, 
much leſs to think they ſtand in 


need of no admonition, and none 


at all to > pronounce the certainty of 


their 


* 


3 


1 7 J 
cheir ſalvation. If we deſcend to 
particulars, and examine the circle 
of our acquaintance, it will give no 


| ſmall concern to one of the leaſt 
charity in his temper to obſerve, 
that with all his care and caution to 
aſſociate with none but men of 'vir- 
tue and ſenſe, yet not one will be 
found without his faults. Abſolute 


perfection indeed is not to be ex- 
peected i in this imperfect ſtate; and if . 
a man were determined to converſe 
with none but perſect men, then muſt 


| he needs go out of the world: the 


caſe indeed is far otherwiſe, and this, 
if we have any honeſty, we ought all 
5 us to confeſs and bewail with the 


deepeſt ſorrow and contrition, and 


ſincere reſolutions of amendment. — 
But how widely different is the uni- 


verſal een of the world! What 


pains 


LE 4 138 ] : 
pains do ſinful mortals take by palli- | 


ation, extenuation, or recrimination, 
to deceive themſelves and- others | ? 


-It is ente to be thought that Any 
one can be ſo abandoned as to com- 
mit fin merely for the ſake of ſin- 
| ning, without | endeavouring to re- 
concile it to his conſcience, or to 5 
make i it appear leſs finful than it re- 
ally is. The contrary to this we 
nnd to be true in : fact, 2 


Hence I am inclined to think that 
the plea of the drunkard may be „ 
at firſt; that he might be firſt induc- : 
ed to frequent houfes of public en- 


tertainment on account of the good 
company he expected to meet there; * 
but ſtill this ſame plea can never be 
admitted when the fational pleaſure 


- 
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of ſocial converſation is drowned by 


intemperance, and his faculties are 
ſo ſtupefied as to render him incapa- 
ble of any converſation at all. 


When the prodigal has ſquandered 
all his ſubſtance, and finds that his 
| friends, as well as his riches are flown 
away; he ſoon determines upon a 
courſe to ſupply all his wants. And 
to hear him argue -bimſelf into a be- 
lief of the equitableneſs of his future 
courſe of life would induce us great. 
ly to pity him.---He ſets out with ex- 
| claiming againſt the unequal diftri- 
bution of things: he is perſuaded 
that many, as bad as himſelf, have 

accumulated vaſt wealth by unjuſt 
meaſures, ſo determines to be as un- 
juſt as they; he finds that they have 
eſcaped the hand of juſtice, and why 


44% 

may. not he? They RY ſecretly and 
cowardly ; he: openly and bravely, 

Nor is religion wanting to varniſh 
: all. Charity covereth. a multitude 
of ſins; and what he takes from the 
rich he gives to the poor; and by 
giving to the poor (what is not his 5 
| own to give) he lendeth unto the 

Lord. And ſhould the laſt extremity 
force him to murder: the mighty 
argument of ſelf-defence and ſelf- 


+4 preſervation excuſes: even that infer- 


| nal deed t to his acculing conſcience, 


By * falſe way of reaſoning, 
there is not a ſin, even the moſt abo- 
; minable that can be named, that : 
men may not vindicate the practice 
ol. And 'tis too much to be feared, 
that the faſhion of the times, of call - 


ing things by wrong names, which 
leads 


0 - l 


leads us to miſtake the nature of 


them, is the greateſt encouragement 


to vice. Nay, 'tis even poſlible, that 
vice may be miſtaken for virtue, 


Thus pride may be called reſerve ; 
| malice, a juſt reſentment; covetoul- 


neſs, ceconomy ; whoredom, gallan- 


| try; cowardice. prudence; : gaming 
and cheating, play ; rebellion, ſell⸗ 


: preſervation or patriotiſm; perſecu- 


tion, zeal for the cauſe of God; and 
even murder, manſlaughter. or a 


frolick. What an abuſe. is here of 


language and of common ſenſe ? 
What a jumble of falſe and true ideas? 
What a confuſion of good and bad? 

But the evil tendency of this pradlice 


is moſt to be lamented when men de- 
ceive themſelves and others, and the 


unwary unexperienced youth, are, 
| | = 8 


* 1 * 
8 By fair appearances and falſe dreſſes 


drawn in to admire what in itſelf 
is moſt; ugly and deteſtable, and to 


purſue that for good, Which is moſt 
pernicious; their own fancies and 
paſſions helping forward the cheat ; 
and the father of all deceit and cun- | 
ning artfully ſpreading his nets to 
catch theſe thoughtleſs, fluttering i in 


ſects. 190 


| Theſe young ſelf-deceivers natural- 
1y excite our compaſſion for them, tho! 
they little deſerve it, on account of 
the ſtrength of their paſſions and their 
want of experience. But what can 
be ſaid in excuſe for thoſe who ſee 
and own the neceſlity of being righ- 
teous, and yet are not aſhamed to 
vindicate their wickedneſs ?----Your 


comparative ſaints! Who have attain- 


ed 


ed to the higheſt perfection in cere- 


monials, and fink as low in their mo- 


rals ? Or if they are eminently ſtrict 
in the obſervance of ſome of God's. 
commands, are ſcandalouſly guilty of 
the breach of others.---What avails 
the drunkard, that he Pays | every 


body their own, and injures no one 
but himſelf ?-.-Will the thief be AC- 
quitted at the bar of human judica- 


ture, becauſe he is not guilty of adul- 


tery? Or ſhall the formal ſanctified 


villain, who is conſtant in his attend- 
ance on divine worſhip, and daily 
blelles his God that he is not as other 


men are, ſhall he ſtand excuſed of 


his avarice, extortion, oppreſſion and 


abominable hypocriſy ? If this be re- 


ligion it is eaſy indeed! As conveni- 


ent as the cloaths we wear; to be 
put on or off at. pleaſure.---But alas ! 


It 


——— AE LCD CERES 


: 2 a N . r JV . ——— — 8 
2 —————— Cer en er rs eter ct KA - — - — — — — = 2 * 
— r — — — ta —— —— n 4 


Fo. —— 2 = . 3 PFC ä MALO e — 9 * — 
l * 2 . —— n —_ ye ads ͤ ro Wet $265 Bhat —_— Pp n — P 
rp rr A re - —— — —— — — 0 F 23 y 5 8 ja - Is a 3 > ae 2 * . — Vapor 2 e's 6 IS ES 3 2 

2 3 1 : 2 3 Ten ON HET 2 5 \ r 3 — SLED D— amy 2 r 4 e —— . 8 —— + ho wy 2 5 2 oo: * = 7 STE NTT c 

3 $57 co a= E c . 2 IR r N e — ; 2 > - — ty ARE _—_— 2 ENS WRT WM . n 6 

e — — Cod: 4,0 Oe ror * . * : -” a — — Er ˖ ˙· w — ES 1 * A 83 Fi 

* ro te tet — 4 ae. — OO . . « r n < 22 _ 


5 


—̃ — 
3 es IS. nn Wee 
. 


— 
__ 


4 | — n — 
— 2 — - ES — — — — 4 
_ 8 — — — — © n 3 — 27 pg 

: * 8 * — — — = — — 2 — "IS — * — — —— — —— — — 1 — . — — * 

— - , - 3 f yas % — 2 — 2 — IM ww 2 "JE — — — S * 

— —— — — — rn 7 E is EC. 2 2 SA IE . — 2 — - — — a — 1 eg 
is - : — = < = — . ͤ to * — — et 7” — ls — x a 
REY — 7 — — —_ — —— — — __ ws — 3 — — 
5 — — . = — — — - — A OT IAEA = * — Ek le 
= — * 


n 


n 


17 
4 
2 
Ms 
TI 
1 
| 
s TG RG 
4 
* 
|; 
I | 
7% 
2p 
37 
16 1 
+ ? Mo, 
AIG 
16308 
11 
1. 
4 
6 
vi! 
14 * 
FE 
i; +: 
1 
if 
: : 
8 | 


* 144 5 


It is a ON lighter than Chriſt intend- 
ed i it to be. And they who thus de- 
ceive themſelves, will find the bur- 
den of eternal puniſhments too hea- 
vy for them to bear. EL, 


But why do we talk of eternal 
puniſhments and eternal rewards, the 
grand ſanction of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion? Vice has another reſort, which 
ſeldom fails of completing her con- 
| queſt.---She firſt perſuades her vo- 
taries, not to liſten to ſuch inſtruc- 
tions as fill the mind either with hor- 
' Tor or groundleſs hopes, to keep their 
reaſon free from ſuperſlition; to judge 
for themſelves of the fitneſs and unfit- 
neſs of things, and, as they appear 
to befit or unfit, ſo to purſue or avoid 
them. And thus it happens, that 
every kind of ſin, which ſeems fit to 
© 955 | 5 
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ts inclined to commit it, as he lies. 


under no reſtraint, ought according 
to right reaſon to be indulged. The 
moſt comfortable doctrine for 1mpe- 
nitent ſinners that could poſſibly be 
invented !- The grand aſylum for ſin- 
ners, in former ages, was popery. 
But there Was ſome trouble even in 
that. Conſcience was buſy i in accu- 
fling, and they were forced to ſilence 
it by painful penances, or expenſive 
| bribes. No matter how the fleſh was 
mortified or mangled, fo they were 
indulged in their ſins. No ſum was 
too great to purchaſe heaven.---But 
how cruel was it. thus to afflict the 
body; and what injuſtice to their 
poſterity to rob them of ſo much 
wealth as was expended i in the build- 
| ing of churches, monaſteries and hoſ- 


Ek. paar 
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pitals, when their conſciences might 
have been ſatisfied: at a much eafier 
rate 2---If right and wrong be only 
to be determined by natural reaſon ; 
every man's reaſon will be a law to 
himſelf ; and though his affections 
happen to biaſs his reaſon a little, 
yet his conſcience would fit eaſy upon 
him. But ſhould that troubleſome 
inmate raiſe any diſturbance in his 
| breaſt in regard to a future reckon- 


ing before the tremendous Judge of 


all the world, all ſuch thoughts are to 
be treated as the ravings of a diſtem- 
pered brain, or the dreams of ſuper- 
ſtition, or the device of Prieſteraft, 
or the policy of ſtate to keep the 
world in awe . -That wicked men 
ſhould invent ſuck notions, and that : 

men of ſuch principles ſhould: be 


conſummately wicked. ãs no. wonder. 
BR”... But 
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But to reclaim them from their wick- 
edneſs, would be, perhaps, the great- 
eſt miracle that ever was: wrought.--- 
To endeavour to reaſon them out of 
their follies, would be as vain an at- 
tempt as to waſh the Æthiopian white. 
For where men's reaſons are as differ- 
ent as their faces, no ſtandard can 
be. fixed. And to draw any argu- 
ments from the belief of a future 
ſtate, to convince thoſe that deny 
it, would be the greateſt abſurdity. 
Their ſituation is indeed deplorable; 
but what can be done? They muſt 
be ſuffered to go on, ace and 
being deceived, 


| Buy. * cheriſh better hopes of 
ä others, though they are alſo deceived, 
that they might poſſibly take as much 
ins to undeceive themſelves, as 
254215 L 2 „ they 


*” ww 


> ous 

they have done to blind their under- 
ſtanding and ſtifle their conſcience, 
"io they could bat 1 induced nen, . 
to conſider, 2 | e 


2dly. The folly of ſelf-deceit, on | 
account of the infinite knowledge of 
God, who is able to detect our hy- 
pocriſy. God (ſays the text) is not 
„ mocked.”---The being of a God is 
now ſo univerſally believed, that ar- 
| guments to eſtabliſh it ſeem almoſt 
| needleſs : the moſt zealous aſſertors 
of natural religion boaſt of it (how 
: Juſtly we are not now to determine). 5 
as the inveſtigation of reaſon, with- 
out the help of revelation. and this 
makes the firſt article of their creed 


as well as ours. hey agree with us 
likewiſe in attributing to him all TE 
conceivable perfetions, and omni- 
EE | ſcience 
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ſcience is untere allowed to make 
one of the number.---Some of the 
moſt eminent heathen writers have 
expreſſed themſelves handſomely, and 
it muſt be owned (the diſadvantages 
they laboured under, duly conſider- 
ed) ſurpriſingly on this article. But 
how low, how confined, how in- 


adequate are their thoughts and EX - 


preſſions, when compared with the 
lofty, the ſublime deſcriptions of the. 
all-ſeeing God in the inſpired pro- 
phets \—Thoſe divine writers have 
fixed the place of his reſidence i in the 
| bigheſt heavens, from whence - he 


views, not only the circumference, 


but alſo the darkeſt and innermoſt 
parts of the earth. He meaſures 
the globe with his ſpan, and bal- 
lances it in the palm of his hand. 
Nor is he only employed in ſurvey- 


— — 
wy 
„— — 7 — — 
3 — —— HEE 
e a I 3 


— IE : 

by — - 4% Seth - ons A OR wm. —— 5 — 
5 ESE FEE AA Hi 
AY * 2 1 — x "4 hs * 9 . Bob 2 

EE Wor a * 3. 


„ 


— e AG Soi — 
„ — 8 3 | 


— 
— — 


aw wow. * "ons U— 
— — ——— H— 
— 10s _ 
7 
AN. 
ctr. 
>. 


— 
Cay — 
. 


* 
— 


— ee ne + 
— — 
— 


ä 

— —— — 

- << — —ũ—— — Bee 

8 5 
r 


= — , 2 — — 
1 5 « WS EEE an w_— 
- =; — _ * 
— 0 . * 5 2 
wy BINGO I e * - TP 2 4 Y 
* * 8 ä — e . a = LV NS From Te 2 -” Md * — — — 
3 Tr Se 4 SD 8 S . ns Wo : — >" * % ES —— or. — 
1 - 4 8 K RE Rd pm, 4 2222 "gn <> yo ao EEE Set 2 2 7 4 — — RA r — + * . 3 r 
; . 1 Fc r wt TEN 8. * 
= 222 7 : . 4 2 2 — * 3 © 2 1 2 
1 * >. W — 4 5 —_ — 7 
— ———— öää4— — 2 — ä — — Ms 1 . * — 6 —— . ef 
= nr — 1 . 3 — r 5 ä alto cw ESD a -- p Y ” FY N IW — * v = — — - — —— — oe; 4 — - . 
- * "4 1 8 : we 5 2 - i Fins. nl W 1 Z - 4 , 8 
CG * ew — Y 2 mr. 5 8 — - 2 Senn: £ LG 2 33 5 LF 7 1 C44 2 = ; n 
22 7 od 18 0h RIDE Bot 24 0 IG CER Ge — 8 * 8 9 2 n . 
on BP 2 Wy — 8 


1 * * 
Wag. —— —— ä——̃ —— . 6 3 r ABS 
— ot — £ s 
— — IS = - — MT 1 A — — — —— — — "— — 
* oy 8 — — — — oy — — — = 
— : * 1 ag 2 — 2 5 3 5 — — — — 


LS | 4 


CNN” 222 WE 7 
. 2 — 
- . ̃²˙ !!... Act 


—_ 


c 150 ] 
ing his works of nature, or the tha; | 
nimate creation; but he i is continual- . 
| ly inſpecting the thoughts and actions | 
bf his rational and moral agents. — 
The time would fail me if 1 were to 

give extracts of all the noble paſſages | 
in the ſeriptures which deferve the 
majeſty and omniſcience of the great 
Jehovah ; and there is one paſſage in 
the hundred and forty Hinth pfalm, 
that i is ſo copious and particular up- 
on che ſubjea, that it leaves no oc 
cafion to repeat any more. 
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What Words can ade theſe of 
arr with what humility do they 
2 every attentive reader! i 

0 Lord, kk haſt ſearched me, 
* and known me. Thou knoweſt | 
& " my down-ſiting and mine up- -riſing, 

| chou 


E 288 } 
10 chou underſtandef my thoughts afar | 
« off. Thou compaſſeſt my path, 


and. my lying-down, and art ac- 
” „ quainted. with all my ways. -F or 
there is not a word in my tongue, 
« but, 1o, O Lord, thou knoweſt it 
6 altogether.---Thou _ haſt beſet me 
_ behind and before, and laid thine 
hand upon me. — Such knowledge 
10 is too wonderful for me. 1 cannot 
 ** attain unto it. ---Whither ſhall 1 5 
„ go from thy ſpirit? or whither 
„ ſhall I flee from thy preſence ?---If 
83 1 aſcend up into heaven, thou Art 
« there: If I make my bed in hell. 
** behold, thou art there.---If 1 take 
the wings of the morning, and 
dell in the uttermoſt parts 5 the 
755 « ſea ; even there ſhall thy hand lead 
c me, and thy right hand ſhall 
. hold me. —If 1 tay, Surely the 
EY „ dark- 
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6 3h oat there was none of them.” Nh 
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"ve darkneſs mall cover me: "" even the. 


* night ſhall be light about me, 


Ko Yea the darkneſs hideth not from 
: 66 thee; but the night ſhineth as the 


oy day: the darkneſs and the light 
« are both alike to chee.—-For thou 
Fe haſt poſſeſſed my reins: thou haſt 


covered me in my mother's womb. 
I will praiſe thee, for I ami fearfully 


y and wonderfully made; marvellous 


are thy works, and that my ſoul 
„ knoweth right. well. My ſub- 
„ flance was not hid from thee, 
0 when I was made in ſecret, and 


by curiouſly wrought in the loweſt 


13 i parts of the earth. —Thine eyes did 


ſee my ſubſtance yet being imper- 


05 ect. and in thy book all my mem- 


ry bers were written, which in con- 


vs * tinuance were faſhioned, when as 


Pen 
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Upon this repreſentation of the 
Pſalmiſt, which is infallibly juſt and 
4 true, the ſinner muſt ſtand convinced 
how impoſſible it is to deceive ſuch 


an all-ſeeing God. That it is a 


vain thing to endeavour to impoſe a 
falſe weight or ſhort meaſure upon 
him who holdeth the ballance and 
meteth out the earth. -With man, 
ſhort ſighted as himſelf, his ſchemes 
may take effect; to his neighbour, 
who ſees only the outſide of him, he 
may appear a perfect ſaint; and 'tis 
poſſible the maſk, the garb of ſanc- 
_ tity may laſt him his life. Nay tis 
_ poſſible, that by a continual practice 

of deceit upon others, he may fall 
into his own ſnares, ſo as to miſtake 
the ſemblance of virtue for a reality ; 
and that he may go down unto the 
| W full 2 ſelf- approbation and the 
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applauſe. of men. But beſore his 


God his foul ſtands naked and expo- 


ſed. ſtripped of its falſe covering, 
nd defiled with-the ſtains and pollu- 
tions of: ſin. And horrible ſhame 


now covers her face; ſheſees the fol- 


1 ol deceit, 3 and trembles at the-cer * | 


tain * of eternal torments. 


131 5 l 1 jc 
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This angle FRI al an infinite 
God ſeeing all our: thoughts and ac- 
tions, would, one might think, fuf- 


PEO 141 


Aciently diſcourage the practice of de- 


ceit, either upon ourſelves or others: 


but we find it otherwiſe. The text 


therefore propoſes another motive, 
which, if duly attended to, cannot 


Hi: of wee _ Wok: of it, viz. 


A 


5 The certainty ob Mannen pu- 


n and of that puniſhment 
Hin 125 | „ * 


1 33 } 
being proportioned to our - Gifobe- 
dience. For whatſoever” a man 
«/ſoweth that ſhall he alſo reap.“ 
All men allow, or at leaſt there are 


none fo hardy to deny, the infinite 
knowledye of God; yet there are 


many who object againſt his Juſtice ; : 
and this they muſt do to be con- 
fitent with themſelves.--For a ſuffi- 
cient anſwer to all their ſophiſtical 
arguments, I ſhall only refer them to 
the alluſion of the text. Whatſo- 


ever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he 


alſo reap.” Let them look abroad 


into their gardens or fields: and 


obſerve the equity of God in the 
natural creation. Do men gather 
55 grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſlles?” 
Let them obſerve the farmer caſting 
his ſeed into the ground, whether i it 
be wheat or tares : firſt the blade 


cometh 


Gor 
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T7 the thanks. 8 
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cometh up, then the ear, and then 


the full corn in the ear, when the har- 
veſt cometh, and the induſtrious huſ- 
bandman receiveth the full reward 
of his labour, he gathereth into his 
| barns his ſeveral crops. The ſame 


ſorts of ſeed. which he had ſown, 


| the ſame be alſo reapeth.—-His barns 
are full and plenteous of all manner 


of lore ; his oxen are ſtrong to la- 


| bour and have no decay; his ſheep 
bring forth thouſands. and ten thou- 


ſands: he rejoiceth i in his plenty, and 7 
in the fullneſs of his berg nuf God 


= 


Let Gini. go next to 80 Auggard. | 
and hear him complain of the bar- 
renneſs of bis ground, that inſtead 


of corn it brings forth thorns and 


chiſtles, rhat his wheat i is mildewed; 


As 


OT 


1 

or that it is devoured by birds or 
rotted with rain; and view him 
at laſt, diſpirited with poverty, and 
lean with want, exclaiming againſt 
the partiality of heaven as the author 
of all thoſe evils, which in fact, were 
the natural fruits of his own indolence 
and miſmanagement. 


In theſe two inſtances, as much as 
we commend the one, ſo much we 
blame the other, and are conſtrain- 
ed to adore the Juſtice of God in both 
events. 


The _ is the ſame in the moral 
creation, and thus will it be in the 
10 end of the world.” 


q: The | ſeeds of virtue ſown in the 
heart as naturally produce- virtuous 
aQons, and the ſeeds of vice vicious 


ations 


E 


5 aQions; 3 4s wheat ſown. i in.the earth | 


produces wheat, or as tares, produce 


tares. And the reward of- both is 
juſtly. proportioned to the nature of 


both. -In the general harveſt of the 
world, God ſhall ſend forth his an- 
gels, who ſhall gather the wheat into 


his barn, but the tares ſhall be burnt 
with fire unquenchable. 


God is not mocked; for whatſo- 
* ever a' man n ſoweth, that ſhall: be 
« allo reap. 


What can be more equitable than 


this? © If ye ſow ſpiritual things, ye 


* ſhall alſo reap ſpiritual. But if ye 
* ſow; « ml ee ye ſhall r 0 
5 ae 6 i 


. 
8 


+ £4 
* > - 2 


1 


Behold, heaven and hell before 
you! Is there a heaven to invite you 
to goodneſs! So is there an hell to 
deter you from evil. For your good 
deeds, you ſhall be rewarded with a 
crown of glory; for your evil deeds, 
you ſhall be puniſhed with ſhame and 
eternal miſery. | 3 


See then, and adore the ſovereign 
juſtice of God! Forſake your ſins, 
and ſubmit yourſelves to him, and 
God be merciful to us all, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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Why ao Je that which is not lawful to do 

on the ſabbath day ? 
: ISa misfortune which the very 
beſt of men are liable to, to 
have their moſt innocent actions ſe- 
verely criticiſed at leaſt (if not con- 
demned) by hypocritical pretenders | 
to religion and goodneſs. Indeed I 
can ſee no other way a bad man has 
to take; who is conſcious of his 
wickedneſs, and yet determined not 
to forſake it, but to endeavour to 


make all around him ſeem as bad as Y 


himſelf, that he may paſs unobſerved 
amongſi the croud. ---For i it is a truth, 
NM < -thax 


16 

that even the worſt of men are con - 
| vinced of, that it is impoſſible to live 
with any tolerable degree of comfort 
without the good opinion of our 


- neighbours; which opinion good men 


endeavour to obtain by good actions, — 


and the wicked by xenharing | the 
pod. : 


As no man upon earth ever did fo 
much good as our bleſſed ſaviour, 
who went about continually do- 
> ing good ;” ſo never was any man 
ſo much cenſured. Even his greateſt 
miracles were aſcribed to the power 
of devils : and where no ſhadow of 
a fault could fall upon himſelf, his 
adverſaries deſcend fo low as to ſhoot 
their poiſonous darts at thoſe ſmall 
errors, which they IRE his diſci- 
ples are guilty of, 


Thus 


[ 63 Þ 


Thus the evangeliſt tells us, and 
it came to paſs on the ſecond ſab- 
bath after. the firſt, that he (our 
* ſaviour) went through the corn 
* fields; and his diſciples plucked 
the ears of corn and did eat, rub- 
bing them in their hands.” Front 
which words nothing can be plainer, 
than that if there was any fault 
eommitted, the diſciples only were 
the tranſgreſſors ; and the phariſees 
themſelves had not the aſſurance to 
attack our Lord upon this account, 
but (as the ſafer way, having often 
felt the ſharpneſs of his rebukes) 
reprimanded his diſciples in theſe 
words, why do ye that which is not 
lawful to do on the ſabbath-day?“ 
A rebuke, very ſevere, and ſeemingly 
-the _ of zeal for God and. his ſer- 
NM 2 vice, 


vice, and 3 tbe occaſion of 
no ſmall confuſion to the diſciples. 
Here our bleſſed Lord, who knew 
the hearts of all men, interpoſed his 
divine authority, both to vindicate 
the apoſtles, and to inſtruct the pha- | 
riſees in the true notion of the ſab- 

bath. Have ye not read ſo much 
8 this, ſays he, what David did, 
when himſelf was an hungred, and 
they that were with him: how he 
went into the houſe of God, and 
did take and eat the ſhew-bread, 
and gave alſo to them that were 
„with him, which is not lawful to 


eat but for the prieſls alone?“ 
This act of David's Was ſimilar, tho! 
not the ſame with that che diſciples 
were accuſed of; that was a pro- 
phanation of the houſe of God, and i 
of the bread dedicated to his ſer- 


vice; 


E 


vice; chis of his day: and the guilt 


15 of both theſe actions Was excuſable 


on account of the ſame principle; 


| that of hunger and neceſſity. But 
our ſaviour offers ſtill a ſtronger 
plea in favour of his diſciples, than 


David could poſſibly make for him- 


5 ſelf and his followers: — The ſon 


of man is lord alſo of the ſabbath.” 


David, beſides his neceſſity, made 


uſe of the authority of Saul to obtain 
relief from Abimeleck; and if that 
authority was ſufficient with. the 
prieſt, to deliver up the conſecrated 
bread to common ule ; ſurely the 


authority of the ſon of man, who is 


greater than Solomon himſelf, who 
Was the greateſt of all the kings of 
Ifrael, muſt be ſufficient to diſpenſe 


with ſuch a trivial error as that the 


5 diſciples were accuſed of. 1 
N „ 
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This anſwer our ſaviour thought 
= ſufficient to filence the phariſces, 
and we don't find that they made 
any reply. And if the explanation 

I have given of the whole paſſage be 
allowed to be juſt; I need not trou- 
ble you with what the commentators . 
Wee faid 1 80 i: 


1 doubt not but you are very 
8407 to condemn the phariſees for 
their malevolent and ill grounded 
reproof; and tis poſſible you may be 
as forward in cenſuring me, if I ſhould 
apply their ſpeech to yourſelves ; - but 
whilſt the known adverſaries of the 
church are continually objecting to 

us, our prophanation of the ſabbath, 
£ and our own ſcandalous behaviour on 
that day; ; the conduQ of many, I am 
afraid, 


1 167 1 
afraid, affords too firong a founda- | 
tion for ſuch an accuſation : - there- 
fore ſurely I may be allowed to ex- 
| poſtulate, with you, and fay, © why 

do ye that which is not lawful to 
do on the ſabbath- dag? 5705 
1 "Tis poſſe, ode hows: "tis. 
ſcarce probable, that you may not 
be aware of the heinouſneſs of your 
crime; nor perhaps that you are 
guilty of any crime at all; for want 
of knowing, or conſidering at leaſt, 
what is, or is not lawful to be done 
on the ſabbath-day. — I ſhall there- 
fore, either for your better inſorma - 
tion in this reſpect, or for yo ur ad- 
monition, conſider the nature and 
inſtitution. of the ſabbath, end Thew 
how it ought to be obſerved. Gy 
Ms The + 
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[168 ] 
© The commandment of the ſab. 
bath may be looked on, as the firſt 
of all the commandments in point of 
time; being pronounced immediate- 
Iy after the creation; and indeed be- 
fore any other were neceſlary ; | for in 
the firſt and pureſt age of the world, 
man was guided by the lively oracles 
of God. — Moſes tells us. On the 
+ ſeventh day Gad ended his work: 
and he reſted on the ſeventh day 
* from all his work which he had 
* made; and God bleſſed the ſe- 
« venth day and ſanctified it.— 
Here we find the ſeventh day « conſe- 
crated by God for his own uſe : and 
the reaſon why this day was ſo ho- 
nourably diſtinguiſhed above the 
other ſix, is this ; ; becauſe that i in 
2'Y 


6 169 ] 
6 jt He had reſied from all TH: work 


6 which He had made. '—This is the 


firſt original reaſon aſſigned for the 
obfervation of the ſabbath, which 
ſigniſies meerly reſt, or ceſſation from 


labour; and the duty of man on 
that day, according to this: firſt inſti- 
tution, appears to be no more than 
reſting from the ordinary labour 
** of the week, and adoring the AL 
$6 mighty, on account of the crea- 


+ tion, and of his mercies continued 
tb man on the preceding ſix. 


This i 18 all the account we have of 
the ſabbath in the times before the 
flood; and even aſter it we have no 


further mention of it till the deliver- 
ance from the Egyptian bondage. 


But the Patriarchs, it is to be ſuppo- 
e — 


. 170 
| BG did obſerve it, becauſe they. re- 
5 tained the worſhip of the true God, 


ord on ſeveral: occaſions built Alban 


ants, the Iſraelites: many of them 
(it is to be feared) being corrupted by 


Egyptian idolatry, were regardleſs of 
it; and the reſt through the exceſſive 


rigour of their taſk-maſters were com- 
pelled to neglect it. And this ap- 
pears to be one reaſon that when 
by reaſon of tranſgreſſion the law 


was given, this commandment was 
repeated. and a ſecond reaſon add- 


ed for the obſervation of the ſab- 


bath.---For Moſes finding occaſion to 


repeat the law to the people, and to 


exhort them to obedience, to the 5 


fourth commandment particularly, 
* — this powerful motive, 


e * Remem- 


1 

66 * Remember that / thou waſt a ſer- 
« yant in the land of Egypt, and'that 
e the Lord thy God brought thee out 
_ «« thence, through a mighty hand, and 
> by A ſtretched out arm: therefore 
the Lord thy God commanded thee 
to keep the ſabbath day. And 


the Jewiſh nation ever afterwards, 


to their peculiar honour be it ſpoken, 


in conſequence of the divine deſigna- 


tion, and to preſerve the memory of 


the creation and their deliverance out 


of Egypt, ſanctified the ſabbath- day 
or ſeventh day, by abſtaining from 
all work, labour and ſervile employ- 


ments; and by applying themſelves 
to the ſervice of the Lord; and 


to the ** fludy of his law,” and to 
prayer. 


„ 


Thus 
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Thus did the ſeventh day continue 
to be kept as the ſabbath, until the 
reſurrection of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
' which happening on the firſt day of 
the week, the apoſtles ſanctiſied that 
day, inſtead of the ſeventh, by prayer 
and breaking of bread; and the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, after their example, 
and upon their authority, which they 
: eſteemed to be derived from their 
divine maſter, who had declared him- 
ſelf to be. Lord of the ſabbath,” 
having obſerved the ſame rule, the 
_ cuſtom has continued through the 
whole Chrilfza re tn TONY 


\ Chriſtians therefore have this 1 
7 ee argument for obſerving their 
5 ſabbath with fritneſs and holineſs, 


thay 


T1 © 


that it was inſtituted for the comme- | 
moration of that greateſt of all blel- 

ſings, our redemption from the fla- 
very of fin, by the only Son of God 3 
who by his death overcame death, 
and by riſing again hath raiſed us to 


| newnelſs of life and eternal glory. 


More, I think, need not be ſaid 


concerning the inſtitution of the ſab- 


bath; ſince it appears to have been 


firſt commanded by God in his own 
perſon ; then by the mouth of Moſes, 
and after the abokion of the law (or 
rather the fulfilling of it) continued 
by the apoliles.-—And the ſeveral rea- 
ſons for obſerving the ſabbath lay a 


joint obligation upon all Chriſtians. 


For we {till enjoy the bleſſings of the 


creation. The captiviiy in Egypt was 
: a TYPE | 
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a type ofoitr captivity under fin; the 


deliverance by Moſes of the deliver- 
ance by Chriſt ; and the reſurrection 


| is ; the fure ground of our faith. 


1 ſhall | now doſe this diſcourſe 


with a ſhort reflection on the wiſe 
and good purpoſes for which t the ſab- 
bath was inſtituted. 


: it. T he goodneſs of God, who 


hath compaſſion over all his works, 
is particularly remarkable in this 
fourth commandment ; in which he 
| hath provided for the eaſe and hap- 
| Pineſs of every creature, which they 
themſelves would otherwiſe have ne- 
glected. Many out of _ 
others through meer induſtry, | 
over carefulneſs for their families 5 
dependants, would not have allowed 


themſelves, J 


E 

5 themſelves, much leſs their ſervants 
and cattle, any reſt from their la- 
bours; for want of which reſt and pro- 
per refreſhment, their bodily ſtrength 
would ſoon have been exhauſted, or, 
like a bow conſtantly bent, would 
have loſt their ſtrength and elaſticity. 


But the chief reaſon of this inſti- 
tution, ſeems to be that of re-calling 
mankind to a reflection upon the 
goodneſs of God in the creation, --- 
For God, who knoweth what is in 
man, could not be ignorant that 
Without ſuch an injunction, every one 
would eagerly purſue their ſeveral 
projects and employments, without 
ſtopping to reflect; leaving their piety 
behind them, and ending their courſe 
at downright: Atheiſm, : 3 % 
And 
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All our poſitive actions on the * d 
bath may be diſtributed into three 
claſſes, the ne, innocent, 1 
holy. 


- 'Holy actions are ſuch as are pecu- 
liar to the ſabbath, are manifeſt to 


every one's conſideration; the firſt 


of which is, worſkipping God in tbe 
great congregation ; the particulars 
of which 4 are thefe that follow : 7 
vize f 1 


Prayers for our own ales; and 

the wants of all mankind; praiſe to 
God on account of all his excellent 
and infinite perfections; thankſgiv- 
in gs for all mercies vouchſafed to 
ourſelves, and to all the world: 


hearing of God's word; and receiv- 


4 1 1 


ing the ſacrament i in commemoration 
of' our redemption by the death of 
Chriſt.- All which duties are found 
neceſſary to be done on the ſabbath 
and in the church or houſe of God, 
| from the ſeveral examples of the Jews, 
who conſtantly filled their ſynagogues 
on that day: of our Saviour, who alſo 
reſorted thither, and expounded the 
ſcriptures ; and of the apoſtles and. 
diſciples of our Lord; who conſtant- 
ly aſſembled on the firſt day of the 
week, or Sunday, and continued all 
the day i in breaking of bread, and in 


8 Ne. 


Ihe nature of theſe ſeveral duties 
demands our moſt ſerious attention 
to every office and ceremony, and the 
infinitely glorious and tremendous 
majeſty of God, to whom all our ad- 
en ö 8 dreſſes 


1 . 
dreſſes are made; and who: ſpieth out 
all our works, requires the moſt de- 
cent and folemn behaviour; that 

our thoughts, words and actions be: 
ſuitable to the place, the duty, and 
the object of our adoration. 


Whoever therefore conſiders the 
nature of man, how liable he is to 
Have his thoughts diverted from any 
buſineſs he is engaged in; and ho- 

apt to be over-awed in the preſence ; 
of his. ſuperior ; ſo that, in the former 

caſe he is not ſufficiently attentive to 


the propriety of what he is to ſay or 


do; and in the latter unable to utter 
or expreſs his thoughts, however 
juſtly, properly and elegantly con- 
ceived and diſpoſed; whoever con- 
fiders this, I ſay, muſt be conſtrain- 
ed to acknowledge with gratitude the 

kind- 


E 
kindneſs and wiſdom of our anceſ- 
tors; in compoſing and tranſmitting 5 
down to us, a moſt excellent form of 
devotion, expreſſive of all our wants 
and deſires, and attended with pro- 
per rules and directions; whereby 
we are enabled to diſcharge this im- 
portant duty, in the very preſence 
of our creator, with juſt ſolemnity, 
propriety, and ſatisfaction; to his 
honour, and to our own edification. 


When our public devotions are 
thus happily finiſhed ; our next em- 
ployment ſhould be chat of reading 
and meditation. 


: As the holy ſcriptures contain the 
whole will of God, and as it is our 
duty, and our intereſt to conform to 

the divine will, in order to obtain 
Na —˙•ʃ 
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eternal ſalvation ; hence it appears, 
that the ſtudy of the Holy Bible is 
at all times the moſt profitable fludy 
we can be engaged in; and, there- 
fore, ſhould never be neglected. 
And, whereas, in all the other days of 
the week, we are moſt of us, by un- 
avoidable neceſſity, compelled to la- 
bour, or engaged in other purſuits ; 
ſurely we ſhould ſeize on this day 

with eagerneſs and rapture, for the 
improvement of our ſouls! And how ; 
can we poſlibly improve them better, 
than by reading God's law wherein N 
our duty is contained; and in learn- 
ing how to perform that duty by the 
examples of thoſe holy men, whoſe 
lives and actions are there deſcribed ? 
And what an inexpreſſible pleaſure 
is it, thus to deliver ourſelves from 
Ignorance, and error, and eternal per- 

| dition; 


1 

dition; and to be thus animated and in- 
ſpired by the glorious atchievements of 
the holy prophets and kings, and of the. 
bleſſed Son of God, and all the whole 
army of ſaints and martys For the 
Holy Scripture vas written for our 
* enſample and is profitable for doc- 
++ trine, for reproof, for correction, 
« for inſtruction in righteouſneſs ;” : 
and maketh him that readeth it with 
humility and ſincerity and an hearty 
deſire of inſtruftion, * perfet and 
thoroughly furniſhed unto every 
„good word and work.” And it is 
for thele reaſons, that we are, in many ; 
55 places both of the Old and New Teſ: 
tament, commanded to ſearch the 
ſcriptures. 


Ihe duty next to our own informa- 
tion, is the inſtruction of others; and 
„„ No 2 from 


[ us 1 
from this no man is excuſed nor un- 
qualified in ſome ſhape or other. 
Even common humanity teaches us 
| to communicate our knowledge 10 
every ſoul within our ſphere; and 
religion makes it our indiſpenſible 
duty. Even the common bond of ſo- 
| ciety requires that each ſhould con- 
tribute his ſhare of every good : what 
then, think you, muſt be the demands 
of our children, our ſervants, and de- 
7 pendents : ? How do they cry to us, 
not only for the ſubſiſtence of the 
body; but alſo for the nouriſhment 
of their ſouls ? How unnatural will 1 it 
be in us to ſuffer theſe to periſh ?. | 
And how greatly will it enhance our 
own damnation, that we have not 
endeavoured to prevent theirs ? and 
what fitter ti me can we. have to dil 
pus to them. this wholeſome food 
” of 


1 83 1 
of the ſoul, than the Lord's day; 
When they are eaſed and diſcharged 
ol their laborious duty to yourſelves; 
| and have this day given them, by the 
_ expreſs command of God, for theirown 
ſpiritual profit and advantage ; which 
it is the duty of all parents and maſ- 
ters to. inſlruct them in, and to ex- 
Hort, to adviſe, to perſuade and to 
force them to learn and to purſue. 


Lau may think it alſo an honour, 
that when God hath excluded all men 
from miniſtering in his holy temple, 
but thoſe whom he hath choſen and 
conſecrated to that office, he hath 
made every maſter of a family a prieft 
in his own houle, to teach and to 
pray for all under his roof and protec- 
tion; and therefore ĩt vill be the great- 
er ſhame and diſgrace, and the ſe- 
N 4 1 
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verer - will he your puniſhment if you 
| neglect thoſe duties,” | 


, 5 
* 


3 HAD. DO iin 

Both private und family prayer, is 

an exerciſe that more peculiarly ſanc- 
tifies the ſabbath; and ought always 
to be the concluſion of it.---In our 
cloſets we lay before the Throne of 5 
Grace all thoſe particular wants and 
deſires, and return thanks for all 
thoſe particular mercies which either 
concern not others; or cannot be ſo 
properly expreſſed in a general and 
public form of worſhip. And we 
have great reaſon to think, that he, 
who commanded us to 86 enter into 
** our cloſet when we pray, will lend 
2 gracious ear to our  lingle - peti- 
; tions. In family prayer we. have al- 
ſo great confidence and aſſurance, 
that our heavenly father will graci- 
8 oully 
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duſly receive the united requeſts of 
every houſe that ſerveth him, from 

that promiſe of our Saviour, Where 
two or three are gathered together 

in my name, there am I in the 
++ midſt of on” trie 

Thus 4 We duty, both pub- 
lic and private; and thus doth every 
action, that is either neceſſary, or in- 
nocent or holy, all contribute to the 
general ſanctification or hallowing g of 
the ſabbath day; or, in other words, 
to the honour of God, and to the 
good of our own v ſouls; 


Let us now take a ſhort view of. 
the real behaviour of the generality 
of people upon this day, and let us 
ſee how it is obſerved; and we ſhall 


find that it is either careleſsly neg- 
. lected, or ſhamefully prophaned, 
d the Aigheſt to the loweſt. 


1 in high life 
from allowing. reſt to their ſervants 


or cattle; that this day is of all 
others the fulleſt of hurry and fa- 
tigue ; being generally fixed on for 
Journeys or long diſtant viſits; or if 


they ſtay at home, for entertainm ents 


and debaucheries: wherein they are al- 
ſo cloſely imitated by the middle rank, 
and the loweſt of the people; wha. 


either feaſt with their relations and 


| boon companions abroad, or enter- 


tain them at home, or perhaps in 


taverns and public houſes: But 
| ſhould the weather or diſappoint - 
ments keep *. within dere; 32; 


Fin : e with 


* a 


* a 1 


Vith difficulty they kill their time, in 

adjuſling their accounts, in reading 
a play or romance, or r perhaps under 
pretence of neceſſity, in taking phyſic. 


trude itſelf upon the mind, or the 


their carriage and deportment be- 
trays with what reluctance they come 


che tediouſneſs of a long fervice; are 


| fleep; and moſt of them, by their im 
| attention and awkward and inde 


others ſtanding, others lolling, and 
very few ſuiting their poſtures to the 
g different parts of worſhip which na- 


7 1 


Should a melancholy thought ob- 


fear of cenſure draw them to church, | 


thither ;—with ſome it is matter of 
diverſion ;—others, unable to endure 


forced to fubmit to drowfinelſs or 


cent geſtures, ſome conſtantly litting, 


turally require different actions; moſt 
of them, I ſay, by theſe means diſco- 
ver 


| 
| 
| 

| 

| 
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ver their contempt of ede and 
order, their i ignorance of their duty, 


their” diſobedience to the govern- 


ment, their i impiety to God, and that 
they come to church only thro' cuſ- 


E tom, or for want of an agreeable 


amuſement. 


4. ; 


\ When * 1 taſk of dever 


| tion. is over how is the remainder 


of the day conſumed in idle viſits; 


an cenſure and ſcandal; in ſports 


and paſtimes; in riots, drunkenneſs 


and debauchery; and, too often, in 
EN gaming, robbery, and murder. 5 


"Here then, the Hibuke of the Pha- 
riſces to the diſciples may be more 


i juſtly applied to the people of this 


nation, TI hy do ye that Which is 


1 not lawful to do on the ſabbath 


& = 4h hy do ye break the reſt 
of 


1 9 J 

of your ſervants and cattle ? why do 
'ye prophane God's temple by your ir- 
reverent behaviour ꝰ and Why do 
ye exerciſe yourſelves in ſin and va- 


nity? in wrong and robbery? in in- 
temperance and debauckery ? © why. 
do ye not” rather, do that which 
is lawful to do on the ſabbath 
40 day?“ why do ye not ſhew kind - 
neſs to your poor diſtreſſed brethren? 


hy do ye not reverence God's ſanc- 
tuary, and praiſe him in the great 
congregation ? why do ye not read 
and meditate on his holy word ? and 
why do ye not inſtruct and mm om 
your families? | 


| Theſe rebukes, it muſt be own'd, 
are very ſevere. But your own con- 
ſciences muſt determine whether they 
are juſt; or which of all theſe terri- 
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ble accuſations you are guilty of! 9 
and it is your indiſpenſable duty, as 
you value your own intereſl, and as 
you fear the indignation of God, to 
reform what you know to be amiſs; 
to ſanctify the ſabbath oy by keep- 
ing it holy. 


1 might, if it were neceſſary, pro- 
duce many paſſages of ſcripture, 
wherein God threatens to deſtroy 
thoſe nations that prophane his ſab- 
| baths; but the time will not permit; 
and it is ſufficient to aſſure us that 
God will moſt certainly puniſh our 
neglect, or reward our obedience, in 
that He hath commanded us to keep 
holy the ſabbath Say, * 


Which that we may all do, God 
of his infinite mercy grant, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen ' 


Co R. xv. 22. 85 
For as in Adam all die, even ho in Chr it 
Hal all he made alive. 


- 


N this juſtly celebrated ling 


of St. Paul, which contains the 
moſt important truths, the cloſeſt ar- 
gument, and the ſublimeſt diQtion 
there is not a verſe of more weight 
than the text; it contains two of the 
cleareſt propoſitions in the world. 


| Alive: 


ally. In Chriſt ſhall all be made 


As 
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5 full and Plain a declaration of 
our mortality, and immortality, as 
we can deſire, and bighly. becoming 

the avi of that great apoltle. 


== 


| Theſe are points, my Fanden, at 
all times ſeaſonable ; but this day, 


which is appointed for the comme- 
moration of our Saviour's reſurrec- 
tion, eſpecially demands a more 
particular attention to che ſecond, 
«6 In Chriſt ſhall all be made: alive.” 

ö Whereſore let us beſtow the ſhort 
time that i is allotted for a diſcourſe of 


this nature in 2 ſerious reflection up- 


on them. Would to God, that what I 


am going to deliver might make ſuch 


_ an. impreſſion upon your minds, that 
the thoughts of your diſſolution, and 
4 your immortality might more fre- 


3 


. 
quently recut, than it is to be feared 
they really de Or, in the words of 

Moſes,” ** O'that ye were wiſe, that 
2 ye underſtood this, that ye conſider- 

ed your latter end!“ Your latter 
efid! Either a” ednſummation devouts 
1y k e Hthed,/ or a period of lie, 


terrible to human nature. 


1995 nam to fits 4 211 10 nobulolss 
ft Let! us hee, a few refleMons 
dn'3the art Prepefition, In Adam 


1 all die. | £5 921609 TSITS . 


140 f after the example of Adim, 


Hite Search from the beginning 


ofitime, to this- generation; all have 
died excep Enoch and Elijah, and 
hat kranſmutation chey undetwent 
js not related: All ihave ſubmitted 
ſencept our bleſſed Eord) tothe irre- 
wocuble fentence, Duſt thiot art, 
. . 
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and unto FRY that * return,” 


However fabulous ſome may 100K 
upon the fall of Adam, however myſ⸗ 
tetious; incomprehenſible and incre- 


dible to human reaſon; yet in this 


aſſertion, all die, there is nothing 
that ſhocks our belief, although t 
may, and doubtleſs doth ſhock. the 


reſolution of the beſt of men, even EY 


_— live i in a conſtant prepara- : 
and daily e 975 that 
hon * 8 ib Is 
But this ſcripture ſays. more, in 
. all die; in, or by the tranf- 
greſſion of, Adam. — This | is» 8 the 
point that has given ſo much offence. 
For, ſay the oppoſers of this doctrine, 
is the death of Adam contagious? 
or his ſin imputed to all his deſcend- 
ante if ſo, bow contrary is this te 
AE 5 : our 


| as 


our notions of juſtice and equity; 


and to the declaration of Gad him- 


elf; © the ſoul that ſinmeth, i it ſhall 


<4 die! * 


This is very plauſible arguing 45 
but very far from the truth. For 
conſider, I beſeech you; the caſe of 
Adam as it is related in a plain nar- 


rative ſtyle, without any embelliſh- 
- merits; How he was placed in Eden. 


and permitted to enjoy all the plea- 


ſures of that delightful paradiſe, with 
a promiſe. of immortality, upon this 


ſingle condition, that he did not pre- 


ſume to taſte of the fruit of a tfee, 
that grew in the midſt of the garden. 


Who can doubt, but that had Adam 


obſerved the condition of this grant, 

however trifling it may appear to 
ſome, his poſterity to the lateſt gene- 
OLE: 5 rations, 
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rations, would have en joyed the be- 


nefit of. it in partaking freely of his 


terreſtrial bliſs, and of his immor- 

: taliiy. When therefore the grant 
74 was forfeited by his diſobedience, and 
himſelf became mortal, what: could 


naturally enſue but death to all his 


| polterity ? for Where the root is im- 
mortal, the branches muſt be 1 immor- 
tal; but where the root 18 mortal. 


thelhranches maſt ods mortal Ne. 


— 45 0 4 . T'F 2 — * } & : 
4. * * © 5 # 3 2 - 7 7x. s a 


:; There. was a general fehtpace of 


; 1 paſſed upon all men even be- 


fore the fall, „in the day that thou 


Deateſt thereof, thoit ſhalt ſurely die.” | 
Tho Adam did not die on the very 
day that he eat of the forbidden 


fruit; yet the ſentence of death was 


executed upon him, for he inſtantly | 
| became mortal; and when his im- 


2 £3 ene | 


{ r 


mortal nature Was angel inta 
mortal, what could his offspring be 
but mare! too? 


= The firſt man is of ae ct 
5 earthy.” The natural tendency 
of all his conſtituent parts Was, like 
that of matter to the centre of gra: 
vity, to the grave. It was the divine 
5 impulſe that ſuſtained him, and when 
| that was withdrawn, he crumbled 
into dult, and fo muſt ail who are of 
like configuration; that is, all the | 
ſons and daughters of Adam and 
olf Eve. 


It is the invention of technical 


terms, and the miſunderſtanding the 
_ preciſe meaning of them, that hath 
given occaſion to many diſputes 
about matters, otherwiſe plain and 
E 3 obvious 


* 
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obvious to be N god Thus the 


terms of 3 original ſin, and im- 


puted fin,” have rendered the 
point we have been conſidering, dif- 
ficult to human reaſon, and the 


dlleareſt propoſition i in the world, in 
08 Adam all die,” has been obſcured 
by a cloud of arguments about 


words; j whereas the matter of fact 


lies open to the meaneſt capacity, 


„ by Adam's tranſgreſſion we all 
have loſt our title to immortality, 


: ad and conſequently all m_ die,” | 


This was a truth 10 evident and 


undeniable to St. Paul, that he takes 


it for granted, as univerſally aſſented 
to; and from the certainty of the 
fad. argues the credibility of a fu - | 
ture fact that was then in difpute. 


+ For as in Adam all die, even 5 1 in 
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<4 Chriſt ſhall all be made alive.” 
And no one can ſuppoſe that great 
man to have been ſo bad a reaſoner 
as, for the proof of a diſputable 
dich to appeal to another equally. 
diſputable and uncertain. It ap- 
peared to him, as a maxim that 
needed no demonſtration, in Adam 
all die; and as ſuch, hath delivered 
it down to us; and moſt certainly 
kis is an authority to be relied on, 
in preference to all the wiſdom and 
argumentation of theſe later 1 er 
Let the 1 and Bienen find 
out never ſo many objections; and 
puzzle their oon and Others heads 
about the manner in which the ſin 
of Adam was transferred to his lateſt 
poſterity; they will find it ſtill hard- 
er to account for their mortality up- 
„„ = _ 
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on any other ſegre;/;; For being ll 
created in the image of God, and. 
partaking :: of his immortal nature, | 
what fhould hinder us from prolong- 
ing our lives upon] earth, till the 
diſfolution of all things, When we. 
| hould:alt be taken up together into 
the Arr. After a ſudden tranſmutation, 
and reteved i into che glorious king 
domi of our heavenly father, and on- 
ly commence a ireſhi ra of immor- 


7 4 
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The Whole 1 of ihe een ; 
runs quite a different way; and flows 
Wich ſuch a torrent of conviction, as 

cannot be reſiſted : àlmoſt every 

page aſſerts this propoſition In. 
Adam all die; neither is that paſſage 
in Iſaiah, the ſoul that ſinneth, it | 

« ſhall die,” that is brought as an 

3 exception 
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- excoption. againſt this aſſertion, any 
exception at all.— There was, a8 L 
_ obſerved before, a general ſentence 
of death paſſed upon all men even 
before the fall. It was appointed 
unto all men once to die: but fil 
God reſerved that once intirely to 
himſelf; He either left men to wear 
away gradually by old age and in- 
firmities, or to be ſuddenly cut off 
hy diſeaſes or accidents; or, ſor their 
more exemplary puniſhment, ſome- 
times by his own hand ſwept away in 
his wrath. It is the ſole prerogative 


of the Lord of life, and death, to pro- 
long or ſhorten the date of human 5 


life; and that without being account - 


able to human reaſon. Such is the 


nature of God, that we cannot ſup- 


poſe him capable of injuſtice; and if 


we ſhould ſometimes be at a loſs to 
account 
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account. for his proceedings, yet poſ- 
fibly a little more attention might 
_ reconcile then + to our — 
| [hays ain Jews. en in 
Ifaiah's' time, that the fathers had 
eaten ſour grapes and the children's 
teeth were ſet on edge; intimating | 
that the children were puniſhed for 
the iniquity of their fathers. . A very 
unjuſt thing ſaid they, as ſome ſay 
now, that they ſhould be puniſhed _ 
with death for che non: oy 0 
Adam! 05 ? 
But take notice. the complaint of 
the Jews doth by no means affect the 
juſtice of the general ſentence; but is 
made againſt a particular diſpenſa- 
tion. By the ſecond commandment 
_— was forbidden; and the pe- 


nalty 5 
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nalty incurred by the breach of this 
commandment fell upon the chil- 
e dren unto the third and fourth gene- 
« ration;“ the Jews were notoriouſly | 
guilty. of idolatry ; and ſuffered for 
it in their generations; upon this 
they had the boldneſs to impeach the 
divine juſlice; whereupon God, to 
leave them without excuſe, declares 
; by his prophet, The Son ſhall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, nor 
„ ſhall the father bear the iniquity of 
** the ſon, the ſoul that ſinneth ſhall 
die; are not my Ways equal! Are 
e not your ways unequal?“ Equal, 
certainly, were the ways of God in 
this caſe; (as they will be found in all 
others) for in the ſame commandment 
that he denounced vengeance upon 
" the third and fourth generation” 
af thoſe who hated him; he alſo pro- 
0 miſed 


2 1m 7+ 
miſed his bleſfing ** unto. thouſands, 
ein them that loved. Wn, and kept 
This commandments.” 


hs What 8 FRY hath this 
particular caſe of the Jews, to the ge- 
neral ſentence, of death paſſed -upon 
all men? None at all.— The general 
ſentence was pronounced at the cre- 
ation, when it was appointed for all 
men once todie; ſometime or other die 5 
they muſt. But in this cafe of ido- | 
latry their lives were to be prolong- 
ed or ſhortened, according to their 
obedience or diſobedience: and tho 
God was pleaſed ſo far to change his 
ſecond decree. as that the father and 
the ſon ſhould not die for each other's 
bn yet the. original decree held 
. good; for both father and ſon, ſoon- 
EF: or later mull a8 7 for Duſt chey 
” RIC, 


„ „ 


1 205 1 


are, aan unto duſt they muſt re- 


#2 turn.” 9 FCC — ; << | 


The caſe of all mankind, it muſt 
be conſeſſed, before the coming of 
Chhriſt, was dreadfully miſerable. The 

proſpea before them was gloomy and 


horrible, with continual flaſhings of 


God's anger, and now and then ſome 
 faintglimmerings ofhope,terminating 


in ſure and certain death; and all be- 


vyond was miſt and darkneſs.— 1 
his offerings and oblations, and his 
moſt perfect obedience unto God. 
could avail no more than the Pro» 
longing his days upon earth, to the 
laſt appointed time, and then he, 


like all his fore-fathers, maſt per- 
force dafcend into the land where all 


things. are forgotten. Nothing that 


= - could do could purchaſe for his 


RE 1 brother, 
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8 or himſelf a day af future 
bliſs; ſo that he muſt let that alone 
for ever. For it coſt more to re- 

* deem their ſouls; yea, though nd 
| 25 live long, and ſee not the grave, | 
mk n 


brug * * 
++ » * 4a 


- The ame certainty of death th girl ; 


continues even after the coming of 


Chriſt, | every day's Experience con- 
vinces us, that in Adam all die.” | 
But now the proſpect brightens be⸗ 
ſore us, we look beyond the confines 
o this world, and with the eye of | 
faith ſurvey the wonders, and the | 
| glories of the heavenly regions. For 
* (fays the apoſtle) as in Adam all 
0 * Ge, even ſo wy | 


er « In Chriſt an all be made 


$ alive.” 5 * * V 5 - 
- 4 : 


This | 


1 


This ſecond propoſition is a vin- 
dication of the firſt. Whatever ſeem- 
ed harſh and rigorous in the condem- 
nation of mankind by the ſin of 
Adam is now fully reconciled to our 
reaſon, and compenſated by the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Vet even here there wants not ob- 
jectors, who have endeavoured to 
obſcure our view of heaven and im- 
mortality by their doubts, and ſcru- 
pules, how or in what manner the 
Ty righteouſneſs of one man can be i im- 

” puted to another: as if they were un- 

willing to reap the benefit of Chriſt's 

death and reſurrection, or to enjoy 
heaven itſelf; unleſs it were beſtowed 
on them as a reward of their own 

; .righteouſneſs 3 or unleſs they could is 
lay 
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lay claim to it by thai own deſerts : : 
i preſumption that 1 need not ani- 
madyert s ne | 1 55 


10 ester d theſe, and all other 
_— rm the > eo reſur- 
teenth nichr of ile MN Epilte 4 to the 
Corinthians: which is as unanſwer- | 
able in in the number, and weight of 
His arguments. as it is clear 8 ſab- 
me in it s language: and in the 
concluſton of it, he gives as full and 
plain a prophetic deſcription of It, 
48 can n conveyed i Words. 


e Tee, as f it were with our eyes. 
the power of God in the quickning 
ſpirit of Chriſt, able to raiſe the dead. 
hs Viffbly as we ſee feed falling into 
the ground,” and perifhing, as to its 
orm and — yet by a vital 
principle 
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principle ſpringing up again in new 
verdure and ſtrength. We hear the 

ſound of the trumpet. We ſee the 
dead burſting out of their repoſito- 
ries; we ſee them refined from their 
corruption, and cloathed with incor- 
ruption, and then mounting up into 
the air, and ſoaring to the throne of 

God, filling the wide concave with 

this triumphant ſong, » Death is 

fſwallowed up in victory! O death, 

« where is thy ſling ? O grave, where 
* is thy victory? the ſting of death is 
«+ ſin, and the firength of ſin is the 

law. But thanks be to God Who 


* giveth us the victory, through our 4. 
5 Lord * Chriſt. 


Afier ſuch an A else 
of che certainty of a reſurrection, it 
would be as fooliſn for any man to 


23 N diſbe; 


L } 
Sf diſbelieve it, as it would be to ſiut 
ones eyes and reſolve never to open 
them again, and enjoy the day light, 
until we could determine, of what 
matter the ſun is made. This is a 
point which the greateſt philoſophers 7 
could never determine; yet they are 
as glad of light and ſun-ſhine as the 
meaneſt and moſt illiterate labourer: 
Even ſo we, if we would be wiſe unto 
ſalvation, ſhould refreſh ourſelves 
with the ſun of righteouſneſs, ſatisfied 


with the evidence that! is afforded Us, 


and confident that, at a proper time, 
all our doubts will be reſolved : but 
if they never be reſolved, muſt we 
therefore never taſte of the well of life, 
becauſe we know not the ſource: or 
depth of it, or how it Hows, through 
what ſecret channels and turnings 
| and windings it comes to us ? 
1215 © But 
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But we ünve ſufficient evidence td 
convince our reaſon and to enliven 
our faith. We know that God is 
able, and willing to the uttermoſt to 
ſave them that come to him: ve 
know that the merits and death of 5 
Chriſt are amply ſufficient for us: 
we know that he actually roſe again 
from the dead on the third day, and 
therefore we very reaſonably conclude 
that he who raiſed up Jeſus from the 
dead, ſhall alſo raiſe up our mortal 
bodies at the laſt day. All this we 


know, becauſe we are told it in the 


holy ſcriptures, and becauſe there is 


nothing in all this, but may be re- 
conciled to the power, the wiſdom, 
| the juſtice and goodneſs of God. in 
Chriſt Jeſus. For as in Adam all 
die, even o in Chriſt ſhall all be 
made alive. 5 
F 


r 
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Therefore, my beloved brethren 


| ws be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always | 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 


© foraſmuch as ye know that your 


0: labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 
This is the coneluſion of St. Paul 
himſelf, © Be ye ſtedfaſt in your faith 


in God and his fon Chriſt Jeſus; un- 


0 moveable” by all the arguments of 
your gain-ſayers ; ** always abounding 


© in the works of the Lord,” in works 


of righteouſneſs, repentance, holineſs 


and charity; foraſmuch as ye know 
© that your labour. 1s not in vain in 
„the Lord ;” but being confident of 


this very thing, that he who raiſed up 
Jeſus. will alſo raiſe up your mortal 
| bodic ies throngh the merits and ſuffer- 


ing of the lame Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. 


SERMON IX. 


PSALM XXXi. 26. 


0 love the Lord all Je tis ſaints; for 
the Lord preſeroeth them that are 
— faithful, and pentcoufy rewardeth the 
_ proud doer. 


F all motives which influence the | 
0 heart of man to actions, good 
or bad, I believe it will be readily 
granted, that love operates the ftrong- | 
eſt : and it is doubtleſs, upon this 
knowledge of our natures, that the 
ſcriptures, ſo conſtantly inculcate 
this principle, in order to make us 
religious : there are other motives 
which provide, as it were, a collateral 
ſecurity for our a eee ſuch as 
| + Þ 5 fear 


L 214 ] 
fear and hope, &c. hut love is the 
_ univerſal incentive, and hath the 5 
greateſt efficacy upon our minds. 


1 will ſet 1 you thoſe bleſſings 
which are promiſed by God in his 
goſpel to thoſe that love him, and 
deſcribe that divine love, which is 
both the motive and the means of ob- 
— * n er 


! aſt The love of God is a pure, 
| holy, ardent, and conſtant affection 
for him, founded on the excellence 
of his nature, and on his goodneſs 
and mercy to us. — And, firſt, this 
love is founded on the excellence of 5 
his nature, God being poſſeſſed to an 
infinite degree of every amiable, and 
eminent quality that can render him 
the trueſt and worthieſt object of our 
elleem 


1 --_.} 


— 


eſteem, and deſire; ſuch as an infini- 


ty and immenſity of being, an all- 
eflective and uncontroulable ' pow- 
er; a moſt reſplendent and dazzling 
brightneſs, and glory; a moſt quick, 
penetrating, andunfathomable know- 
ledge; a conſtant and benign pro- 


vidence; unlimitted mercy and good- 


nels, unchangeable and eternal. And 
all theſe, and more than the tongue 


of man can enumerate, or his mind 


| conceive. 


The moſt excellent of all created 
| beings, even the cherubim and ſera- 
phim, muſt have ſome allay in their 


- compoſition by the law of creation; 


but God 1s all order, harmony. and x 
ſymmetry ; all truth, juſlice, mercy, 


purity, holineſs, without paſſion or 
accident to tarniſh his glory. — 
P 4 there 


8 
a 
. 


© 5 4 * - Re" * 8 W- 2 > 30 We - at 
1 + EET . TEE INT ET 
\ 


$., N 
IR. 
" 
47 
44 
{ 
6 


— 


rc 216 11 


trerefore the infinitely meaner qua- 
lifications of theſe creatures which 
ſurround us, and which are truly ad- 

mirable for their curious and uſeful 
mechaniſm, attract our eſteem and 
affeQion ; : ſurely the creator of all 
theſe, in whom all perſections cen- 
ter, muſt command our moſt devout 
adoration, our moſt fervent zeal, the 
pureſt love, and the moſt ardent 
Jonging to enter into, and dwell for 
evermore in his preſence ; and in- | 
cline us to wiſh with the pſalmiſt, 
Oh that I had wings like q dove! 
* then would [ Hee away and be 
bent best.“ 


Such is the love that is due to 
Sod, and which naturally ariſeth 
from the excellence of his nature; 
but this conſideration alone doth not 


affect 
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_ affect us ſo much, nor inflame our 
love of him to ſuch a lively intenſe 
degree, as the relation which he 
immediately bears to ourſelves.— 
In lifting up our hearts unto the 
Lord, we ſhould conſider him as our 
Lord, and the ſtrong connection be- 
teen Him and us, under the affect- 
ing titles of Creator, Preſerver, Re- 
deemer and Sanctifier; in which of- 
fices as he diſplayed his infinite 
power, wiſdom and love, ſo do the 
benefits we receive from them inſpire 


us with the moſt ſincere, holy and real 


gratitude and affection. 


Io think that by bi power, ac- 
cCording to the exacteſt rules of ſuper- 
lative wiſdom, and out of the work 
ing of his own goodneſs, God was 
Pleaſed to form our bodies ont of the 
e duſt, 
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duſt, wo to enliven them with that 
immortal eſſence which he breathed 
into them, and to ſtamp his own 
image upon them: that to ſuſtain 
this excellent compound he ſubjected 
the world to our dominion, com- 
manding the air, earth and ſea to 
furniſh our tables and ſecure us from 
the f injuries of the weather, and the 
hoſt of heaven to miniſter unto us, 
**'the ſun to rule the day, and the 


moon and ftars to govern the 


night: * and, not to content our- 
ſelves with an outward ſurvey of 
theſe external proviſions, for our bo- 
dily ſuſtenance, it we contemplate 
our mental powers and faculties, 
which are (as it were) the refractions 
of the divine attributes, th rough the 
denſe medium of our bodies, ſuch as 
eee thought, judgment, will, 
Oey. 


- +5," as Wy 
| ; memory, reflection, Kc. and the ſe- 
veral paſſions which, duly regulated, 
give the reliſh to our happinels ; all 
theſe things, as they ſo continually 
and intimately affect us, muſt admi- 
niſter the higheſt ſenſation of God's 
goodneſs, and daily add fuel to the 
altar of love which flames | in our 
breaſt. 


: And then to be aſſured, that both 
to our ſouls and bodies a glorious im- 
mortality and endleſs happineſs is ſe- 
cured by the death of his only be- 
gotten Son, who hath ſatisfied eter- | 
nal juſtice, and purchaſed a pardon 
for our fins. by his own precious 
blood: to have our frailties aſſiſted. 
our infirmities healed, our wills di- 
pected, our reſolutions firengthened, | 
pur thoughts fandlified, our words 


and 


1 

and actions made acceptable to God. 
by the efficacious inſpiration of the 
holy ghoſt; well may we with praiſe 
and wonder exalt our voice with the 
pſalmiſt, and ſay, Lord, what is ” 
man that thou art mindful of him, 

or the ſon of man that thou viſiteſt 
him! Thou haſt made him lower 
than the angels, to crown him with 
„glory and worſhip.” Nor ſhall we . 
content ourſelves with a ſudden, 2 
tranſient rapture ; but the remem- 
brance of what is paſt, and the expe- 
rience of what is to come, will fill 
the reſervoirs of our hearts with an 
overflowing ſtream of the pureſt loye 
and devotion, ſtill running on and 

never cealing, to endleſs ages. ; 


Our love to God being thus 
founded on the excellence of this 
| divine 


1 
divine nature, and on his goodneſs 
and mercy to ourſelves ; if we next 
| conſider the nature of man, how this 
divine love operates in our minds, 
the effects it produces, and the bleſ- 
ſings it ſecures to us, we ſhall find it 
a much more proper motive, and a 
more effectual means of enforcing 
our obedience than fear, and the 
dread of eternal puniſhments. 


So long as we have any terrene 
Particles in our compoſition, we muſt 
have a tendency to the earth; And 
* untill this corruptible hath put on 
9 incorruption, and this mortal hath 
_ put On immortality ; ; we muſt not 
expect to get ſhut of the imperfections 
ol our nature. We may as well pre- 
tend to fly without wings as to diveſt 
ourſelves of our paſſions, or to rob 
1 them 


E 222 8 


them of that magnetic quality whick 


forcibly attracts our wills and deter- : | 


; mines the Point of addion. 


And as . is the motive to our 
obedience, ſo is it the means of ob- 
taining and ſecuring our happineſs. 
—God, who ſeeth our hearts, eſti- 
mates our actions, by the motives 
which produce them. He knows the 
intrinſic value of every thought; and 
though the coin of our hearts can 
never be ſierling, the currency with 
him will be regulated i in proportion 
| to the alloy of human frailty.---The 
love of God, fo freely and openly 
manifeſted to us, in all his works 
of creation, redemption, and ſanc- 
tification, in theſe and all paſt ages, 
and the promiſe of unſpeakable joys 
in eternal fururity; creates in us love, 


Joy, 


. 
joy, peace, faith, hope, charity, free- 
dom, ſincerity, and obedience. — 
Whereas fear introduces hatred, ſor- 
row, fretfulneſs, infidelity, diſtruſt, 
uncharitableneſs, ſlavery, diſſimula- 
tion and diſobedience. 


That ſubjed's loyalty is always to 
be ſuſpected, who is reſtrained from 
rebellion, only by the fear of pains 
and penalties; nor can he juſtly be 
rewarded for his involuntary ſub- 
miſſion to the powers that be; by 
honou rs or preferments, which are 
due only to merit and fidelity: much 
leſs can that man be deemed a true 
Chriſtian, or entertain any ſolid hope 
of everlaſting life, who is actuated 
| only by the dread of eternal torments 
in hell; and not. by a love of virtue 
and holineſs, an habitual practice of 8 
| godlineſs, 
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godlineſs, and a firm perſuaſion that 
the joys of heaven are reſerved for 
his poſſeſſion. For in this caſe he 
: wants the grand incentive, and when- 
ever the object of his fears, are re- 
moved from his thoughts, he lies 
open to the temptation of every vice, 
and there is no ſupport within or 
without, to prevent his falling. 


The love of God therefore, is the 
only true and ſolid foundation of F: 
obedience to his will; and for that 
5 reaſon i is chiefly to be inſiſted on by 

his miniſters, to allure and encourage 
his people to holineſs here, and to 
firive for happineſs i in heaven. vet ; 
hath hell and all it's horrors and ex- 
cruciating. pains (and always ought 
to have) a place in our conſidera- 


tions; che uſe of them being, the 
| ſame 


N 


ne as charts of rocks ard; quick- 


ſands to mariners, to warn us to 
avoid fin, and miſery, and damna- 
tion; whillt the love of God ſpreads 


the ſails, and drives our ſhattered 


bark through the boiſterous waves of 
trouble and affliction, to the land of 
reſt, quietneſs and peace: to incon- 


cCeivable happineſs and glory; to the 


enjoyment of God himſelf; to a con- 


verſation with the angels; ; a 


crown incorruptible that fadeth 
% not away, eternal in the heavens.” 


34dly. If therefore the love to God 
be ſo reaſonable and ſo efficacious ; 
and the bleſſings it produces, have 
any weight with you - it is moſt cer- 


tainly your intereſt to endeavour to 
obtain this divine love, as the higheſt 
2 * blefling 
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bleſſing that can be beflowed on you 
on this ſide heaven. 


To this end, make your own ob- 
ſervation on the goodneſs, power and | 


wiſdom of God viſible in every the 
| ſmalleſt part of the creation ; but 
more particularly in his dealings 
with man; which obſervation will 
lead you inſenſibly to an admiration. 
of his Pere enn 


Reading and converſation will fur- | 


niſh you with more inſtances of his 
| kindneſs, and the diſplay of all his 
other aitributes, than could poſſibly 
offer themſelves to your own expe- 
rience; and reflection will apply them 
upon all occaſions to your on par- 


ticular caſe. —Meditation in Private 
| x Will 


„ 
will furniſh continual ſupplies of ſuel 
ſor the altar of love, --- prayer and 
praiſe---from a ſincere heart which is 
the beſt ſacrifice, that man can offer 
upon it; and the inſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſl Will render it an accepta- 
ble incenſe to the God of love. 


Thou, therefore. O God, who 
*© haſt prepared for them that love : 
*© thee, ſuch good things as paſs man's 
No « underſtandin g; pour into our hearts 
ſuch love toward thee, that we 
loving thee above all things, may 


obtain thy promiſes, which exceed 
all that we can deſire, through 
** Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 


PSALM xXXi. 26. 
0 love the Lord all ye his Saints; 1 the 
Lord preſerveth them that are faithful; 


and plenteouſly rewardeth the proud 
dor! 


11 baving been ſhewn, in my laſt 
| (nan what the love of God 
is, whereon it is founded, the good 
effects of it to the faithful, and that 
it is the moſt proper motive to be 
; urged to ſecure our obedience; and 
the beſt means of obtaining the bleſ- 
ſings of this world and the next. 


I ſhall now conſider the latter part 
of the text, and: ſhew how a ſenſe of 
puniſhment is conſiſtent with the love 


8ͤöͤͥ;⏑ 


| Ls 
of God. and how it affects us. And 
plenteouſly rewardeth the prodd | 
— doer. | 
1ſt. It is plain from the text that 
puniſhments are ordained only for 
the proud, or wicked doer : the faith- 
ful therefore, or righteous, are no 
otherwiſe concerned in them, than 
to take care to avoid them by obedi- 
_ ence, and to praiſe God both for his 
juſtice, and mercy; his juſtice in in- 
flicting puniſhments to inforce and 
defend his laws, and his mercy in 
guarding and ſparing themſelves : 
for, doubtleſs, the intention of all 
the divine laws, which are founded 
on promiſes as well as threatnings, 
was to encourage the good and to 
diſcourage the wicked.---They there- 
fore, who love ewe and in conſe- 
| quence 
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quence of that love keep his com- 

mandments, having their eye upon 
the promiſes, and by faith waiting 
for them; live in no dread of the 
threatnings; but on the contrary are 
thankful ſor them, and when they 
are inflicted, as they often are, in 
this world, in defence of the righte- 
ous; inſtead of trembling he re- 
joiceth, when he ſeeth the venge- 
„ ance,” ind in his exultation crieth 
out with David, Verily, there is a 
© reward for the righteous ; verily he 
9 18 a God that judgeth in the earth.” 


Ihe certainty of this truth, © He 
iis a God that judgeth in the earth,” 

a God, not a man! void of ignorance 
and partiality ; is equally full of con- 
ſolation to the good, and of terror to 
the wicked ; for to have our virtues 

pd 24 >, a 
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and vices, our weakneſs, 2 wilful- 


neſs, ſtripped of all aggravations on 


the one hand, and extenuation on 


the other, fully known, naked and > 


66 open to the eyes” of an infinitely 
juſt, and an infinitely merciful God, 
this is jul matter of terror to the 
wicked who knows that no evaſion 


can ſkreen him, no power reſcue him 


from the hand of impartial juſtice 3 
and of comfort to the righteous, Who 
FO bleſſed above meaſure; knowing . 
that his unrighteouſneſs is hid, and 
his ſin is covered, to whom the 
Lord imputeth no ſin,” on account 
of. the frailties and infirmities of. his 
fleſh, the uprightneſs of his inten- 
tions, his humility and ſincere re- 


pentance, and his firm faith in the 
merits and ſufferings of his bleſſed 
Redeemer 3 the waſhing of whoſe 

blood, | 


Om © 
blood; joined with the purifying! of 
the holy ſpirit, , is able to preſent his 
ſoul without ſpot before the tribunal 

of God. 


The terms alſo in. which the law 1 
is given to mankind, are a ſtrong 
proof of the kind intention of God 
in giving it, the promiſe of tempo- 
ral, and eternal rewards, being al- 
ways offered to che righteous, in con- 
traſt to the puniſhments denounced 
againſt. the wicked;-=Let us hear 
Moſes in regard to temporal rewards, 
and puniſhments, in his pathetic ex- 
hortation to the Iſraelites in the twen- 
ty-eighth chapter of Deuteronomy; 
and, firſt as to the bleſſings, begin- 
ning at the firſt verſe; And it ſhall 
come to paſs, if thou ſhalt hearken 
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Lord thy God, to obſerve, and to : 
do all his commandments which I 
„have commanded thee this day; 
that the Lord thy God will ſet thee 
" on high, above all nations of the 
earth, and all theſe bleſſings ſhall 
come on thee, and overtake thee, 
if thou ſhalt hearken unto the voice 
of the Lord thy God. Bleſſed ſhalt 
thou be in the city, and bleſſed 
„ ſhalt thou be in the field — Bleſſed 
** ſhall be the fruit of thy body, and 
the fruit of thy ground, and the 
* fruit of thy cattle, the increaſe of 
thy kine, and the flocks of thy 
wy ſheep. —Bleſſed ſhall be thy baſket 
«and thy ſtore. — Blefſed ſhalt thou 
be when thou comeſt in, and bleſſed 
CLE ſhalt thou be IN thou goeſt 


1 ; ( 
*1-2 oh. 1 
3 . 9 Ic? 


| out.. Et I [44.52 
ath Io 2307 n bl ve 


Obſerve next the carbia that follow, 
b againſt diſobedience, ' at 
the fiſteenth verſe. 


<4 But it ſhall come to paſs. Ho- 


terrible doth that but ſound !---* But 
Ait ſhall come to paſs, if thou wilt not 
<« hearken unto the voice of the Lord 


thy God, to obſerve to do all his 
+ commandments and his ſtatutes, 


1 which I command thee this day, 
that all theſe curſes ſhall come upon 


n thee, and overtake thee. ——-Curſed 


* 


„ ſhalt thou be i in the city. and cur- 
* ſed malt thou be in the field. 
++ Curſed ſhall be thy baſket and thy 


** ſtore —-Curſed ſhall be the fruit of ; 


„thy body, and the fruit of thy land, 
{© the increaſe of thy kine, and the 
3 DEN of thy ſheep. ---Curſed ſhalt 
thou 
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e thou be when thou comeſt in, and 
: ** curſed ſhalt thou be when thou | 
goeſt out. 


That the ſame method is obſerved 
by our Bleſſed Saviour in the revela- 
tion of eternal rewards and puniſh- 
ments, appears in two lines ſpoken by 
him, in the twenty-fifth chapter of St. 
Matthew and the : forty-ſixth verſe, 
* And theſe (the wicked) ſhall go 
7 away into everlaſting puniſh- 
ment; but the righteous ir into life 
© « eternal.” 


* 


Thus, both in the law and in the 
goſpel are * ſet before you life and 
« death, good and evil, heaven and 
hell.“ —-Conſider we then how. well 
| this method-i is adapted to the nature 
of man, and 1 we ſhall find abundant 
reaſon | 
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* Boks to * and love Gode even for 


his a 


16 thlo win dt equitable diſpenſa- 
tion, the freedom of man's will is left 7 


open and unbiaſſed. He is at full li- 
berty to purſue vice, or virtue; the na- 
tural conſequences of which are ſin, 
miſery and death; or holineſs, happi- 
neſs and life; and the all- wiſe God on- 
ly ſuperadds the ſanction of his own 
laws, the more effectually to ſecure 
their temporal and eternal felicity. E 
The amiableneſs of virtue, its at- 
tendant happineſs, with the certain 
proſpect of future glory in the hea- 
vens; are alone ſufficient | to work 
upon ſome more pliant natures : and 


to bend them to every form of god- 


lineſs, and true piety: but the flub- 
born, 


& 
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born; the wilful, the ſtiff-necked, the 
uncircumciſed in heart aud ears, 
muſt be rouſed by his thunder, muſt 
be ſcourged with aflitions, muſt be 
terrified with the lake of fire and 
„ brimſtone, with the worm that ne- 

ver dieth, and with „the fire that 
never ſhall be quenched,” with 
eternal torments, with ** the devil 
and his angels.” 


5 Ace if one out of an hundred be 

reclaimed from the error of his ways, 
by his reflection on theſe terrors of 
the Lord; judge ye, how acceptable 
ſuch a reformation is to our heavenly | 
father ; when his ſon bath made this 
declaration, I tell you that there is 
Joy in heaven, over one finner that 

© repenteth, more than over ninety 

and nine . perſons, that need no 

| = e repent- 


E 
* repentance.” That this was the 
| manifeſt, and declared intention of 
God in his puniſhments, either ac- 
tually inflicted, or in proſpect, viz. 


the reformation and happineſs, eter- 
nal happineſs ! ! of mankind, is plain 


from the concluſion of that pathetic 


expoſtulation, by the mouth of his 


prophet with his people Iſrael, in 


the eighteenth chapter of Ezekiel; 


Therefore I will judge you, O houſe 
„of Ifrael; every one according to 


„his ways, ſaith the Lord God: re- 
+ pent and turn yourſelves from all 


„your tranſgreſſions ; ſo iniquity 
+ ſhall not be your ruin.---Caſt away 
from you all your tranſgreſſions 
whereby ye have tranſgreſſed, and 
% make you a new heart and a new 


„ ſpirit ; — for why will ye die, 0 


* houſe of Ifrael For I have no 


— 


OSS 


6 +* pleaſure 


HT IS. 
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370 pleaſure in the death of him that 
= dieth, ſaith the Lord God : D where- 
fore turn yourſelvcs, and live ye.“ 
When we reflect that theſe puniſh- 
ments. are propoſed to us with the 
like affection and intention as a ſa- 
ther holdeth che rod over his child; 

we cannot but attribute them to the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God; who, 
as he knoweth perfectly whereof we 
are made, ſo he knew alſo that with- 
out theſe puniſhments we could not 
be witholden from fin and miſery; ; 

| and therefore ordained them for our Y 
| preſervation, and happineſs. Wb Be- 
*© hold therefore the goodneſs, and 
** ſeverity of God: on them which 
tcl, ſeverity: but towards thee, 
* „ goodneſs, if thou continue in his 
4 goodneſs : otherwiſe thou alſo malt 
Babe Wb off. Rom. xi. 22. 
2dly. The 


Ta] 


2dly. The love of God being ſo vi- 
ſible therefore, in all his dealings with 
mankind, not only in his preſerva- 
tion of the righteous; but alſo in 
his puniſhing the wicked; it is cer- 
tainly matter of great joy to the for- 
mer that he hath graciouſly been 
Pleaſed to guard them from the in- 
ſolence and oppreſſion of the latter; 
by the terrors of a judgement t6 
come. And it is with unutterable 
5 love, that, conſcious of their integri- 

ty. though ſenſible of their number 
lelſs infirmities and failings, the for- 
mer, confiding i in infinite mercy and 
the blood of the lamb. of God, 
Who taketh away the ſins of tbe 
_ +*:world;” they appear before the 
eternal judge, with joy and without 
ſear.—As we perfedl love caſteth out. 
R | fear, 
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« fear,” ſo the ſenſe of eternal pu- 
niſhments hath no other influence 
upon them. than to excite them to 
bleſs God, that they are not under 
the ſame condemnation with obſti- 
nate and incorrigible offenders ; 2 
whilſt their principle of action is 
the love of an all- perfect and graci- 
ous God; a pure, and, unmix d love 
of his moſt excellent nature, and an 
inforjable thirſt after eternal erte ö 


3 is . ER 5 is. and 
creates torment, Jealouſy, hatred, 
deſpondency, and diſobedience; and 
the fervice that proceeds from it, 
can never be acceptable to the God 
of love; whoſe ſervice is perfect free- 
dom, and is attended with a willing 
in: . feet eee in theſe | 

1 days 
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days as well as in old dimes, © have 
++ reſpe unte the recompence of 
reward; but without dread of pu- 


niſhment, *©* looking for a city whofe 


0 builder and maker is God, with- 


z out foundation, «ternal in the 


ne, 


>} AT «& wicked, | however, fear 
and tremble! The impenitent wick- 
ed. For ſtill there is room for re- 
pentance: And the Lord is not 
{+ flack concerning his promiſe, (as 
ſome men count ſlackneſs) butsis: 
long ſuffering to us-ward, not will- 
+ ing that any fhould- periſh, but 


chat all ſhould come to repent- 


dance. ge aſſured, nevertheleſs, 
that the day of the Lord will came 


** as 4 thief in the night in the 
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*- which the heavens ſhall paſs away 
„with a great noiſe, and the ele- 
ments ſhall melt with fervent 
„heat; the earth alſo, and they 
that are therein - ſhall be burnt 
up.” —Theſe are the words of St. 
Peter; and if any one by this lively 
deſcription of the horrors of the laſt. 
day is rouſed to a ſenſe of the dan- 
ger he is in thro a ſinful courſe of 
life; he will certainly have reaſon 
to bleſs God, for appointing eternal 
torments for the wicked; and for 
that revelation of them, whereby 
he is reclaimed from the error of | 
his Ways, and is rendered worthy. to 
be a partaker of thoſe joys, which 
he had otherwiſe deſpiſed and for- 
feited.-------++ Seeing that all theſe 
things are to be diſſolved,” he 
FED don 


ny 
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conlidereth.. - what manner. of per- 

* ſon. he ought. to. be in all holy 
F converſation and godlineſs — 
B Looking for, and haſting unto the 
coming of the day of God, where- 
in the heavens being on fire ſhall 
be diſſolved, and the elements 
4%. ſhall melt with fervent heat. . New 
++ vertheleſs he, according to the 
© promiſe of God, looketh for new 
| heavens and a new earth, where- 
WO dwelleth righteouſneſs : And, 
fully convinced of the goodneſs of 
God, both in rewarding the good, 
and puniſhing the bad, he will 
| heartily join with David in the 
words of the text: Oo love the 
„Lord all ye ſaints! for the Lord 
++ preſerveth,” eternally preſerveth 
them that are faithful; but plen- 
1 oo bg « teouſly 


[ 246 1 
6 teoufly rewardeth,” with torments 


| in this world and the next, as the 
185 een doer. 


To the eternally wile, juſt and 
merciful God, with the ſon and Holy 
'Skok, be afcribed, Kc. Amen! 


R O M. YG | 4 


| Whatiſoever things were written aforetime; 

were written for. our learning; that 

we, through patience and comfort of 
the ſcriptures, might have hope. 


\ \ T Hoever is acquainted with 
the writings of the antient 
heathens (or gentiles, as the apoſtle 
calls them) cannot without great 
want of humanity but be forry for 
their diſconſolate condition, owing _ 
to their ignorance of a future ſtate.--- 
Supports under temporal afflictions 
flowing from their univerſal belief of 
a general, and particular providence. 


though founded on erroneous prin- 
R 4 ciples 
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Aples, they wanted not; and fome- 
times, under the moſt trying cir- 


cumſtances, behaved with a degree 5 
ef valour and magnanimity, little 
ſhort of the fortjtude and faith of a 
chriſtian. But view even their he- 
roes and their ſages at the point of 
death, trembling on the brink, or 
raſhly leaping into the gulph of diſ- 
ſolution; and at the beſt doubting 


of a future exiſtence; their virtuous. 


and courageous deeds, the more 
enhance our concern for them ; 
that ſuch exalted ſpirits, ſhould be 


denied the cheering proſpea of eter- 


nity, which is now opened to ihe 
humbleſt and meaneſt chriſtian. == 


There is this uſe, however, to be 
made of thele ſcriptures or theology 


of theſe gentiles or heathens, by 
which ſome of them were inſpired 
| with 
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with ſuch bn thoughts and reſo- 
lutions, with ſuch piety to their 
falſe gods, and ſuch benevolence 


towards one another, that they 'caſt: 


a ſevere reproach upon careleſs and 
vicious chriſtians; who fall ſhort of 


the example of theſe illuſtrious hea- 


thens, who excelled them with in- 
finitely leſs encouragement ; and 
adminiſter. a ſpur to the wiſeſt and 
beſt of us, to outſtrip them; and 


to contend with vigour and perſe- 


verance, proportioned to the greater 
certainty and richneſs of our reward, 


Baut theſe were not the ſcriptures 
the apoſtle intended in the text 
(though he might properly enough 


have referred his Roman converts 
_ even. to. theſe) but thoſe, which by 


way of eminence were then called 
REL Oo 
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© the ſcriptures,” the canon of the 
old teſtament; and thoſe parts of it, 
in particular, which furniſh nume- 
rous inſtances of God's general and 
particular providence, or point out 
the meſhah and a future flate.---- 
Theſe © ſcriptures,” which ** were 
6 written aforetime” by Moſes and 


the reſt of the prophets, and inſpired 


writers for the learning and inſtruc- 
tion of all ſucceeding generations, 
are by the apoſtle recommended to 


the chriſtians of his days; that by 
the examples of eminent ſufferers; 


and wonderful deliverances therein 


recorded, they themſelves might pa- 


tiently endure the perfecutions un- 


der which they then laboured; . 


might with meekneſs and forbear« 


ance compaſſionate and tolerate the 
errors * Weir weak brethren; might 


7 
Pk H ' 4 


comfort 


1 
comfort themſelves in the gracious 
promiſes, which they might know 
were not confined to the Jews, but 
extended to the Gentiles alſo; and 
might entertain a rational and live- 


ly, a ſure and certain hope of a 
Joyful reſurrection to eternal life: 
In which hope they were ſo happy 
as to be inſtructed, edified and con- 
firmed by the perſonal preaching 
and affectionate epiſtles of St. Paul 
himſelf, who valued himſelf on his 
apoſtleſhip to them and the reſt of 
the gentiles, and (as himſelf ſays) 
laboured more abundantly than 
they all,” than all his fellow 
apoſtles: So that all his converts 
had all the ſatisfaction and encour- 
agement that ought and muſt ariſe 
from the peruſal of ſuch authentic 
records, * and from the induſiry and 
| authority | 
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authority of ſo eminent a man di- 
vineh inſpired, perſonally ſpeaking. 

and, with his oyn hand, writing 


to them; upon every occaſion, cor- 
recting and rebuking, or exhorting, 
perſuading, and comforting them; 


and animating, them by his own 
living example, by a patient con- 
25 tinuance in well-doing to ſeek 
for glory, and honour, and im- 
1 * morality.” : 


vet is Wie truly hom ſtate, in 


- this reſpeR, not ſo much a ſubjed 


of envy, as of rejoicing to us on 
whom the ends of the world. are 
{6 come. | For, to compenſate the | 
boſs of ſuch miraculouſiy inſpired | 


teachers, though the miniſters = 


the goſpel do ftill truſt in the divine 
alliance of che holy ſpirit; we in 
RE theſe 
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| theſe latter days, have this advan- 
tage over the primitive chriſtians; 
that, whereas the words even of 
our beſt friends are liable to be for- 
gotten ; or the impreſſions they 
made, though ever ſo ſtrong and 
deep, may in no long ſpace of time 
be worn out; we have the written, 
undoubted, uncorrupted, concur- 
rent, permanent teſtimony of the 
four evangeliſts; whoſe goſpels con- 
tain the birth, life and ſufferings of 
our bleſſed redeemer, with the ex- 


preſs terms of our ſalvation, ang 


the full revelation of a ſuture 
« ſtate ;” we have "moreover thôſe 
very epiſtles of the other apoſtles 
which were wrote to the primitive 
chriſtians, wherein diſputable points 
of faith were ſettled; and the warm: 
el exhortations to godlineſs are ex- 
preſſed; 


C 
preſſed; and beſide theſe the exam - 
ples. of chriſtian worthies *© in the 
acts of the apoſtles; and in © the 
book. of revelations,” the myſteries 
and glories of the kingdom of hea- 
ven repreſented in ſuch lively co- 
lours and animated figures, as raife 
in us a laudable curioſity, a ſpirited 
hope, and an eager deſire for the 
immediate poſſeſſion of thoſe ever 
| bleſſed regions; and all this in our 
own native language, and in fo 
plain a ſtyle, as to lie level to the 
meaneſt capacity; inſomuch that all 
WhO can read, may have as clear a 
knowledge and equal certainty of 
the neceſſary truths of ſalvation, 
as. the. moſt. accurate linguiſt and 
acuteſſ philoſopher : And, to ſum 
up, all in as few words as poſſible, 


— * SF L * 4 : 
—— P . 1 9 , & P . 85. BR 1 x 
. e inen 
4 - N 
* 3 F 
- - 


[ 255 } 


we may now ſay, that ** the bible, 
** the book of comfort, is complete. 4 
But, not to content ourſelves 
with a general eulogium of the bi- 
ble, on the one hand; nor to ex- 
patiate on every argument of com- 
fort to be drawn from thence, on 
the other. Fhe greateſt conſolation, 
which God hath been pleaſed to 
grant to mankind, the higheſt cor- 
dial to a rational ſoul, the expreſs 
revelation of a future ſtate; is con- 
tained in theſe holy ſeriptures; 
which were therefore written, that 
+ wwe through patience and comfort 
of them might have hope: For 
this hope of immortality, founded 
on the infallible word of God, who 
is truth itſelf ; and cannot lye; is 
evidently confirmed by the doQrine 
viimone - 1.00 
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** 


and example of the Jewiſh and 
chriſtian fathers ; whoſe. clear and 
prophetic expreſſions give us the 
anoſt | undoubted aſſurance | of: 
hence ariſes our comfort, and = 
numberleſs and reſolute. eie 
inſpire us with en. 0 


5 ; * ws | 
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8 n hy * in the 
text, recommends the reading of the 
holy ſcriptures; which may be juſtty 
called the fountain of comfort, and 
the pattern of patience; the for- 
mer of which ariſes from the doc: 
trinab, the latter from the. hiſtorical 
parts of the Old and New Teſtaments: 
in the one, © the reality of a future 
* ſtate”: is delivered: either. by ex- 
«preſs. revelation” by God himſelf, 
or by * A Dy | 


. & © & © 


| kincerity, | 


112 
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wk. 

ſincerity and conſtancy of faith,” 
in this article, of the Heroes, of 
Jewiſh: and Chriſtian antiquity, is 
evidenced by the conſiſtency of their 


lives, their patient continuance in 


well-doing, and perſeverance unto 
death. | 


A0 8 the fear of death no conſo- 
lation can be adequate but the cer- 
| tainty of a reſtitution to life eternal; 
his certainty was moſt graciouſly 
and opportunely given to Adam by 

God himſelf immediately after the 
fall; then to Abraham in the land of 
Canaan; afterwards to David: and 
laſt of all, in the fulneſs of time, by 
his ſon Chriſt Jeſus to his diſciples. 
And after this, what need I mention 
the firm belief and open confeſſion of 
this faith — and the patriarchs, 
v.16 $-: Moles, . 
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Moſes, Job, David, Iſaiah, and the 


reſt of the prophets under the Jewiſh : 


diſpenſation to eſtabliſh this point; 


when under the Chriſtian, it is made 
the foundation of our religion, whoſe 


great diſcovery i is, Life and i immor- 


** tality brought to light through the 


0 goſpel.” 


* 
* 


It would exceed the portion „ 


time allotted to a diſcourſe of this 
nature, to particulariſe the texts which 
might be produced in proof of this 


comfortable doctrine; I perſuade my- 


ſelf that ye are not ignorant of them; 

and chooſe rather to refer you to the 5 
| book of life itſelf. And in regard to 
: the numerous company of martyrs 


who have evidenced their faith by 
their ſufferings, and are recorded as ſo 
many bright * of patience, 1 


may 
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may truly ſay with St. Paul, Heb. 
xi. 32. That the time would fail 
„me to talk of Gideon, and ef 
„Barak, and of Sampſon, and of 
„Jeptha, of David allo, and of Sa- 
„ muel, and of the prophets, 0 may 
add alſo) of Stephen, and of Paul, 
and of Silas, and of Peter, and of 
the Apoſtles, Who through faith 
* ſubdued: kingdoms: ; wrought righ- 5 
*. teouſneſs; obtained promiſes; ſtop- 
++ ped the mouths of lions,” dc. But; 
far above all theſe, of the bleſſed Je- 
ſus, Who endured the croſs, deſpi- 
Us ling the ſhame, and is ſat down 
on the right hand of the throne of 
60d. e eee e 73 


Al parts of the holy ſcriptures, as 
they relate more or leſs to the doc- 


trine of a future ſtate, are juſtly to be 
* recom- 


k 6e 
recommended to the peruſal of a 
Chriſtian ; but if I may be allowed to 
prefer any one part to another, L 
would take upon me more particularly 
to recommend you to the xvth chapter 
of St. Paul's iſt, epiſtle to the Co- 
rinthians; ; and to the eleventh chap- 

ter of his epiſile to the Hebrews ; in 

the former of which the whole myſte+ 

ry of the reſurrection is openly reveal · 

ed, and its reality eſtabliſhed on in- 
vincible arguments; and in the latter 

is ſet down a long (though imperfect) 
I catalogue of worthies, who ſealed their 
faith with their deaths, and left us ſo 
many animating examples of Piety 
courage and patience ; ; as cannot fall 
to ſtrengthen our faith, and comfort 
us under the ſevereſt trials and afflic- 


1 Th 
4 . * 
* : E - - ! 
k . - — p » , 2 « > C 
* — 4 * * - P . ' * f. 8 £ p : 94 
2 8 . k 7 { 4 « . o uh . — 7 . a. a * 
* . * 
* 
4 + 
- * 4 


** 


IL 264 J 


*rm - 


And this, that great apoſtle aſſures . 
us, was the principal intention ofall the 
ſeriptures: Whatſoever things were 
ritten aforetime, were written for 
our learning; that we, through pa- 
** tienceand comfort of the (criptures, 
” 1 have hope) 


1 thus conkdered] che ſcrip- 
tures relative to this one point, a fu- 
ture ſtate; I cannot think of diſ- 
' miſſing you, without ſome ſhort inftruc- 
tions for your profitable reading of 
them, with the ſame view, extracted 
from the colle& for the ſecond Sun- 
day in Advent. Mü, 1216508 


Firſt, we ſhould -premiſe, that it is 


neceſſary for you to read them, 6 -- 


cording. to that ſacred injunction. 
. ae 


IL 262 7 
+ ſearch the ſcriptures ;" and with”. 
all that diligence and attention that 
you would naturally apply to the i in- 
veſligation of the moſt intereſting 
truth; for in them ye think” (or 
are ſure) that! ye have eternal life: 
a point of the W conſequence 
toa rational ſoul. | Lge, 78 


- ally. We ſhould not only read, 

but mark what we read; more parti- 
cularly thoſe paſſages which contain 
not only the cleareſt diſcoveries, but 
even the: remoteſt hints of this im- 
portant truth ; that the light collect- 
ed from all parts may blaze out into 
a clearer conviction. 


5 diy. After ting and marking, 
7 diligent to learn, or retain what 
you t have read; -that ye may be able 
to 
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to produce, upon every occaſion, ar- 
guments of comfort for yourſelf, or 


others; and to convince, or confute 
all gainſayers. „ 


1 4thly. What ye have thus read, 
marked, and learned, take all the 
Pains. you can to digeſt, or to put in- 
to ſuch order in your memories, or in 
writing, that one part of ſcripture may 
follow and agree with another. —For 
as in the human body, if the ſtomach 
be loaded with food of diſagreeing 
qualities, a dangerous ſickneſs muſt 
neceſſarily enſue, through the want 
of a due concoction : ſo, if various 
doctrines, be not properly diſtin- 
guiſhed, and reduced to method and 
order and conſiſtency, the like confu- 
ſion and diſtemperature may affect our 
ſpiritual health, our eternal ſalvation. | 


8 4 . Laſtly, 


th. Laſtly, in the aſs of the holy 
[evipeures, we ſhould conſtantly in- 
voke the aſſiſtance of God's holy ſpi- 
Tit; © that we may in ſuch wile read, 
„ mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt 
them; that, by patience and com- 
fort of his holy word, we may em- 
A brace, and ever hold faſt, the bleſ- 
ny ſed hope of everlaſting life, which 


„he hath given us in our ſaviour 
: 6 * Jeſus Chriſt. 1 


And now, to conclude with ib 
pious prayer of the great apoſtle St. 
Paul ; the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing. 
5 that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of n I? 
T Ghoſt ! 5 


Mar. , 36. 


Far a man's foes ſhall be they of his own 
 houſhold. 


TN this chapter our Bleſſed Saviour 
L commiſſions his twelve apoſlles | to 
preach the goſpel; foretels the oppo- 
fition it would meet with, and gives 
them directions for their behaviour 
under that oppoſition. | 


What the text more particularly 
points out to them, is the violent diſſen- 
tion the goſpel would occaſion amongſt : 
the neareſt and deareſt relations; 
 —which hath been ſo remarkably veri- 

_— hed, that the i-wiſhers to Chriſ- 
tianity 


L 266 J 
tianity are very ready to charge it with 
ſuch malignant principles, as muſt 
. neceſſarily produce ſuch evil effects. 
Whereas the truth is, and this is what 
our Saviour intended, that the nature 
of the goſpel i is ſo different from the 
paſſions, carnal appetites, | and re- 
ceived opinions of mankind; that 
| whoſoever ſhould embrace i it muſt. ex- 
pect to meet with the ſevereſt perſe- 
cution, from thoſe who could not be 


prevailed on to diſcard their paſſions | 
and prejudices, | 


t is my deſign therefore, with a 
liberty that I hope is allowable, by an 
application of the text to every par- 
ticular perſon, to deſcribe an enmity | 
of a more dangerous nature, and 
Which we are either too little ac- 
quainted with, or too negligent to 
| * 
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guard againſt. «A man's foes are 
„they of his own houſhold ;” thoſe 
enemies which he harbours in his 
own breaſt; which are the moſt difh- 
cult to be ſubdued, and threaten him 
with the greateſt deſtruction. 1 ſhall 
therefore, 5 cs Ber OG 


1ſt. Deſcribe theſe enemies; and 


ꝛdly. Point out a certain method 
to ſubdue them. 


The enemies I mean are our paſ- 
ſions, prejudices, vices, and luſls, 
which I now proceed to enumerate, 
and to ſhew how they endanger our | 
preſent and future happinels. | 


1ſt. Our paſſions violently hurry us 
on beyond the limits and rule of rea- 


1 
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| 3 to the commiſſion of crimes con- 
trary to the law of nature and of 
God; and ſubje& us to both immedi- 
ate and endleſs puniſhment. — Thus 
anger, though perhaps juſtly excited. 


yet continued, introduces malice, en- 


vy, hatred, variance, ſtrife, ſedition, 


and murder: to the diſquiet of the 
mind, torture of the body, and eter- 
nal deſtruction of both. 
1 Fear is the 8 5 of cows 
ardice, diſtruſt, jealouſy, deſpair, and 
infidelity : and of almoſt every wick- 
edneſs a man is capable of commit: 
ting. ----The fearful man dare not at- 
tempt an honourable and good action 
for fear of the dangers he either fore- 
ſees or imagines to ſtand in his way; 
diſtruſts the ſincerity of his boſom i 
friend ; is driven out of his truſt in 
5 = providence, 


ey 
providence, by every trifling loſs or 
petty accident; and diſbelieves ** the 
promiſes of God” thro' fear of the 
threatenings; is willing to loſe eternal 
life, ſo he may eſcape eternal puniſh. 
ments; will have no God, that there 
may be no devil. 


: 1 would be nordials to trace out | 
| the evil effects of every paſſion. Theſe 
I have touched upon are the princi- 
pal incentives to goodneſs, or the- 
chief inſtigators to wickedneſs : as 
you may eaſily convince yourſelves by 
à very ſmall attention to what pales 
in, your own minds, and a recollec- 
tion of your actions, and the motives 
that produced them. ; 
Paſs we on, therefore, to another 
| fore of do made enemies, which, tho! 
Sin leſs 


N 
6 
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leſs attended to, are altogether as 


pernicious in their conſequences as 
our paſſions, and are too often the 


occaſion of exciting them: and theſe 


are our prejudices. | 


Now. though there is nothing more 
itrational than prejudices of any 
Kind, yet there is nothing to which 


we are more ſubject, eſpecially thoſe 
which we ny 


iſt. Natural; when the caſt of com- 


plexion, the air, the features, ſome 
particular deformity or ſingularity. 
the cut of a garment, the ſpeech, or 


age, or ſomething that we can no 


ways account for; gives us a diſlike 
to a perſon, whom we never ſaw be- 


fore; which occaſions ſhyneſs in the 


beſt; and in weak minds. ill man⸗ 


ners 
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ners and rude laughter and affronts, 
which frequently end in bloodſhed 
; and murder. This kind of prejudice 
if indulged, gradually grows up into 
an habit, ſhews ifſelf in ridicule and 
contempt of our neighbour; and is 
highly provoking and injurious to 
man, and particularly offenſive to 
God, who is the maker of all man- 
kind, and requires in us the like pity 
and commiſeration for the infirmities 
and even the faults of our brethren, 
as we ourſelves expect at his hands. 
But when we diſlike a man for his 
virtues, which is ſometimes the caſe, 
the crime is ſtill more heinous and of 
a diabolical nature, 
- 2dly. Prejudice of education is the 
more to be pitied, as it is infuſed, and : 
ſometimes forced into us by others; 
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and when we do not he ſo good 
uſe of our reaſon as we ſhould, is ne- 

ver overcome. It is very pernicious, 
as. it ſhuts the door to inſtruction, 


and keeps in thoſe falſe principles, 
which repreſent virtue and morality 
and religion in odious and falſe co- 
Tours: and which might be eradi- 
cated by free converſation, a fair 
hearing, candid reading, cool re- 
flection, and impartial judgement; 
Whereas it is always attended by igno- 
rance, ſtiffneſs of opinion, ſelf- con- 
ceit, obſtinacy, error, and all kinds 
of wickedneſs; and whoever is poſ- 
ſelled with it, is that perſon, whom 
the pſalmiſt thus deſcribes, © He is 
like the deaf adder that ſtoppeth 


46 ber ears, and refuſeth to hear the 


voice of the Gam, charm he ne- 
+ ver r ſo wiſely.” 5 
| hy. As 


— 


* ” 
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"gdiy; As true religion i is this great 


e.lſt bleſſing that God ever beſtowed 


upon man; as it tends to che perfed- 


ing of our nature, and brings us to 
an acquaintance and union with the 


Supreme Being, which is our greateſt 
happineſs ; ſo religious prejudices 


defeat the end propoſed by religion, 


by blinding our underſtandings, and 


ſouring our tempers, making us a 
torment to ourſelves, uncharitable 


and i injurious to our neighbour; and 


_ odious in the ſight of God. It was 


this kind of prejudice which pre- 


vailed on the Jews to reject their Sa- 
viour, becauſe: he was the carpen- 


ter s ſon,“ and came out · of Gali- 


” acts 25 5 IG G 8 „„ 
lee, from whence they took it for 


| 1 2 * © 34 33 
granted no good thing could come. 


And it is this ſame prejudice which 


till operates among many, otherwiſe 
: F: 
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fincere, pious chriſtians, with whom 
many goſpel doctrines are looked 
upon as abſurd and ridiculous; 
only | becauſe they are myſterious, 
and, for that very reaſon, out of the 
Teach of their comprehenhon ; not- : 
withſtanding, that by rejecting them, 
they impeach the veracity of God, who | 
| hath revealed them in his holy. word, 
and by his only Son, ſhut their eyes 
to the brighteſt, moſt glorious and 
moſt intereſting truths, and deprive 
themſelves | of the moſt perſuaſive 


£2 motives to goodneſs. —This kind of 


prejudice often prevails with the 


; moſt rational and learned, chriſtians, . 
and is therefore the more reſpected : 
and the harder o be ſubdued.—. 
There i is another ſpecies of religious 
prejudice, which is the more to be 
lamented, as it is ſometimes the at- 
| tendant 


[ of J 

tendant of fuck as are otherwiſe 
eminently virtuous, and religious; 
which is an unſcriptural, unchriſtian, 
and unreaſonable opinion, which is 
indeed che foundation of the modern 
reformation; that none but them- 

ſelves, and their partifans, are in 
the right way, and conſequently that 
all others are in a ſlate of damna- 
tion. —It is this uncharitable notion, 
ſpringing from an ill-guided "26; . 
for the honour of God, a retired life, 
and ignorance of the world, toge- | 
ther with ſome enthuſiaſtic conceits 
or wy _ — — 5 

. their own endeavours. arid erase 
all that furious oppoſition, reviling, 
and ill-treatment they every where 
meet with, and do not fail to com- 
ken of. And how far their un- 
T 2 charitable- 
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neſs, f in cenſuring and vilifying the 
regular miniſters, who are as con- 
ſcientious and diligent in the diſ- 
charge of their holy functions, as 
E: themſelves, though they do not 
practice ſuch great ſeverities ; nor 
ſuffer their fancies to be heated and 
blaze into extravagances, beyond - 
the bounds of ſobriety, decency, 5 
5 and regularity; how far this uncha- 
ritableneſs may obſtruct their own 
ſalvation as well as that of others 
Who are ever ready to take up the 
cry, I will not prefume to. ſay; be- 
cauſe 1 dare not, like them, pretend 
to know the council of the Lord.— 
The prejudice againſt them lies as 
ſtrong on the other ſide, and is 
productive of the like uncharitable - 


neſs, and many wicked and unlaw-. 3 


ful ** Whereas truth ſhoufd 
be 


1 
be received, let it come from what 
quarter it will; and if our greateſt 
enemy ſhould endeavour to con- 
vince us of an error, either in prin- 
ciple or practice, we ought to think 
be hath done us the greateſt act of 
friendſhip : and inſtead of abufing 
him, ſhould make every return of 
gratitude that is in our power. 


1 hea dwelt the longer upon our 
prejudices, becauſe they are of ſo 
inſinuating a nature, that ſcarce any 
human breaſt is free from; and ſo 
dangerous that they are working 
our ruin, whilſt we do not perceive 
that we are infected with them. I 
ſhall have the leſs occaſion to be 
particular upon our vices, ſince the 
malignity of them is too well known, 
to require an exact deſcription, tak · 
. 3 3 — 
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ing chem in general, ae, we 
may conſider the evil effects of our 
vices, upon our bodies. and our 
ſouls. 85 


Is regard 19 or bodies, it is 
apparent that every vicious indul- 
gence is, either the parent of ſome 
terrible diſeaſe, or cuts our natural 
liſe ſhorter by many months and 
” years, by a lingering decay, or a 

ſudden attack upon our vitals; and 
by the injuries they often provoke 

us to do to one another. 


Were an 80 liſt to be taken 
of thoſe who have died in one year 
in this nation, by diſeaſes brought on 
them by intemperance, debauchery, 


and other vicious exceſſes; by Poi- 
ſon, duels, aſſaſſinations, and other 
_—_ which anger, revenge, diſ- 

| appoints 


E | 
appointment, or deſpair have point- 
ed out; and, laſtly, by the hand of 
the law for crimes which their vices 
had tempted them to commit, the 
number might exceed the loſs of a 
campaign. 


And could a man ſee himſelf 
faithfully delineated, in all his acts 
of folly, which his vices have betray- 
ed him into, in every finful and 
ſhameful attitude, in that exact de- 
ſormity which his diſeaſes, his pains, 
and his paſſions have reduced him 
to, with the injuries he hath done 
to others drawn out in full length, 
and in their proper colours, no mon- 
ſler. upon earth can be conceived ſo 
| horrid, fo ſhocking, ſo nauſeous, ſo 
pdious, ſo terrible as he would ap- 
| pear to himſelf. 2x ro. 
a = 4  - , 
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17 This picture of every one of us 
will be drawn by the nice hand of 
the trueſt painter, conſcience; and 
- our exact reſemblances will be hung 
up in our full view at the day of 
judgement; when we ſhall be forced 
to acknowledge the likeneſs, and juſl⸗ 
Iy condemn the deteſtable original. 


The way in which our ſouls 
are affected by vice, is by creating 
| in us a diſreliſh of goodneſs, gradu- 
f ally driving God out of our thoughts. 55 
rendering che converſation, and ſight 
of good men odious to us; and vi- 
tiating the taſte to ſuch a degree, 
that we are reduced to a level with 
beaſts, having no appetite but for 
ſenſual gratifications, and delighting 
in the converſation of devils. 


it 
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It is notorious and obvious to 


common obſervation how intempe- 
rance in eating and drinking, or the 
exceſſive indulgence in any vicious 
pleaſures whatſoever, dull and blunt 


the edge of the ſoul, and in time 


render it incapable of exerting its 
rational ſharpnels and aQivity : But 


if it till retains any of its faculties, 


they are ſo depraved, that the ex- 
quiſite and inconceivable pleaſures 
of heaven would be a torment to it. 


And were it poſſible for ſuch an one 


to intrude i into the celeſtial banquet, 
not having on the wedding garment 


of unſpotted purity, truth, an d holi- . 


| neſs, he would not only become 
ſpeechleſs, but diſguſted at the fight 


of thoſe joys which he had loſt the 


| reliſh of ; and his own conſcience 
would 
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L 
would doom him to outer darkneſs, 
where, inflead of hallelujahs and 
ſpiritual ſongs of praiſe. is weeping, 
Land wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth.” 


II. You ſee. the nature and ten- 
dency of part of your domeſtic ene- 
mies; for I have not given a com- 
plete muſter of them, but the reſt 
may be ranked under one or other 
of theſe principals. And now 1 
ſhould. but ill diſcharge the office I 
have undertaken if I did not point 
out a ined 5 hene _ 


The firſt general W is that 
which was given to che diſciples by 
our bleſſed Saviour, when he knew 
their frailties were juſt going to be- 


tray ſome of them into folly, and | 
others into fin ; © watch and pray, 
. _ * that 
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„ tat ye enter not into temptation.” 


—Carefully watch the motions of 


your own hearts, and conſtantly pray 
for the divine aſſiſtance of God's 
holy ſpirit, that when temptations, 
from within or without, ariſe againſt 
you, ye may be enabled to conquer 


them. For God is faithful, as well 


in regard to internal as external 
enemies, who will not ſuffer you 


„ to be tempted above that you are 


able; but will with the temptation 
„ alſo make a way to eſcape, that ye 
+ may be able to bear it.” But 


then, your own abilities muſt be ex- 


 erted, and this your daily petition 
fervently offered up to God, Lead 


us not into temptation.” 


As to our paſſions, our buſineſs 


is not. to root them ont, but to re- 
gulate 


ji | 
1 
1 
4 
| 


„„ J © 
gulate them by the laws of reaſon 
and religion.—-Thus, we may be 
angry at fin and ſinners ; ; but it is 
our duty if angry, to ſin not. Our 


love alſo ſhould be directed to pro- : 


per objects; to God and goodneſs in 
the firſt place; and then to the hap- 
pineſs of every creature in general. 
And this is that benevolence which 
— inclines us to obedience to ſuperiors, 1 
and condeſcenſion to inferiors. And 
as to fear, it is ſo far from being 
quite diſcarded, that it is of the 
greateſt uſe to us when properly di- 
rected. Our only fear ſhould be that 
of offending God, and then we ſhould 
be inſpired with the trueſt courage 
to reſiſt wickedneſs. ** Fear not them 
+: who are able to kill the body, and 
++ after that have. no more that they 
can do; but rather fear him wha 
| i 
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is able to deſtroy both foul and 
1 body in he! na 


Our prejudices, perhaps, are ſo 
natural to us, that it may not be poſ- 
ſible for us to be abſolutely free from 


them, of ſome ſort or other. It will. | 


however, greatly contribute to the 
conquering of them, if we think 
humbly of ourſelves and charitably 
of others: if we carefully endeavour 
to cultivate our underſtandings by 


| reading and converſation ; being al- 


ways open to conviction, making all 

reaſonable conceſſions, giving a fair 

And candid hearing, and Judging 
* NO man before the time. 


Laflly, the only way to fab | 


our vices, is, firſt, to cut off the ſuc- 


cours that ſupply them; by being ſox 
> ber, 
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ber, chaſte, and temperate; to ac- | 
cuſtom our thoughts to heavenly con- 


templations, always having in view 

that eternal happineſs which is to be 
the end of our ſpiritual warfare, and 
the crown of our viouy. 
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1 PET. it. $. * 

He that will love life and fee good days, 
let him refrain his tongue from cuil, 
and his lips that they ſpeak no guile. 


HE deſire of long life attended 
* with peace and plenty in this 
world, and of endleſs felicity in the 
next, is ſo univerſal and prevalent, 
that they muſt be loſt to all ſenſe ot 
humanity and religion who do not 
entertain it. A long life on earth is 
truly deſirable for our own ſakes, 
that we may pals from one ſtage of 
virtue to another, gradually throw 
off our vices and ſubdue our paſſions, 
wean ourſelves from ſenſual thoughts 
1 and 
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and gratifications, and in due time 
attain to that ſpiritual perfection 
which is requiſite for our admiſſion 
Into heaven: and peace and plenty 
are no leſs. deſirable, in order to 
ſet us above temptations to diſho- 
: neſly, and that uneaſineſs of mind, 
which often occaſions diſtruſt, if not 
_ deſpair; and too often raſh words, 
ungrateful murmurs, and clamorous 5 
complaints: but chiefly are they 
both deſerving our ſolicitous regard, > 
for that godlike ability of promoting 
the temporal and' ſpiritual good of 
athers.----And as to the joys of an 
happy eternity, ſordid and ſenſual 5 
indeed muſt they be, whoſe ſouls do 
not continually aſpire aſter them. 


vet all cheſe ineſtimable bleſſings | 
Wee NE obtained or loſt; and the 
5 contrary 
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contrary curſes avoided or incurred, 
by a conduct to which we very often 


pay too little attention; the uſe on 


1 abuſe ph the tongue. 


This is evidently the ſenſe of the 
apoſtle i in the text. Turn the words 
1 ſhort, which way you pleaſe, the 
good effects of reſtraining. and the 

pernicious ones of indulging a licen- 
tious tongue, are ſo plainly aſſerted 
as to demand your ſerious and con- 
| fant attention. And this aſſertion 
of the apoſtle is founded on expreſs 
declarations of ſcripture, and on the 


| natural tendency, and neceſſary con- 


ſequences of ſuch an evil practice; a 


tendency to embitter and ſhorten this 


preſent life, and to make the dext 
eternally miſerable. 
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This is not only declared in the 
text, but in other places of ſcripture. 
We are there told, over and over, 
| that everlaſting. damnation is to, be 
the puniſhment of all offences againſt | 
God, Without repentance "© and the 
not refraining our lips from evil. and 
guile is evidently ſuch ; thus, 6e  ly- | 
* ing lips are ſaid to be an abomi- 
8 nation unto the Lord; and i  tak- 
6 ing God' s name in 'vain” is pro- 
nounced to be ſuch an offence as 
God will not pardon. So likewiſe 
are calumny and ſlander, Proud | 
boaſling and blaſphemy ; all words of 
hatred and contention ; or which 
any way tend to the breach of union 
and charity amongll. men. And as 
oped are thus declared to be high of- 
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fences againſt Almighty God; ſo muſt 
they receive a puniſhment. in the 
world to come, its ic i 6 


5 ” » . - 
. 4 . * w 0 p ; — * 4 1 F 


But W NR is a tem- 
poral judgement denounced againſt | 
thoſe, who ſhall be guilty in any of 


theſe reſpects. — Thus: of the + evil 
and deceitful perſons,” it is ſaid, 


0 they ſhall not live out half their 


days; and that God will ſend a 
66 flying roll into the houſe of the 
"0 * falſe ſwearer to conſume. it. Nor 
is it ſtrange that ſuch judgements 


- ſhould. attend ſuch practices. Eter- 


nal damnation, i is the neceſſary con- 
ſequence of all ſin unrepented of; 


and therefore muſt be the portion of = 
thoſe who commit this ſin, as well as 
any. other. And as to the temporal | 
evils that are threatened, viz. ſhortneſs: 
U 2 and 
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and onhappinefs of life, no wonder if 
they befal thoſe who are guilty of it; 
ſince they are the natural es 
quences, and muſt inevitably follow, f 
net 2 7 0 particular divine in- 
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For 11 0 live At variance and en⸗ 
mity with our neighbour; beating 5 
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continual hatred and in- will toward 


Him ; ; provoking his anger, and fear- 
ing the effects of His difpleaſure which 
we have thereby created in him, be 


2, tinhappineſs ; then hath he his ſhare 
of it,. who refrains not his tongue 
from evil, and his lips that they 
2 ſpeak no guile ;* who vilifies and 
abuſes others behind their backs, and 
gives then provoking language to 


_ their faces. —Provoking as this nay 
be. yet is it not comparable to that 
Dal. 8 20 2 5 oily, 


. 
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oily, fair faced hypocrite; ** whoſe 
«+ words. are {moother than oil and 
yet be they very ſwords ;” which, 
the brighter they are, make the rea- 
dier paſſage to the heart; who dmiles 
in your preſence, and ſtabs yaur re- 


putation in your abſence : © who 


e ſcatters fire-brands, arrows, aud 
death, and ſaith, am I not in 
« ſport?” — Cruel diverſion is that 

- which is purchaſed by the death of _ 
orhers.- Fame is the object of many, 

but the lot of few: but reputation 
and character, is the life of all; none 
are happy with the loſs of it; and 
millions owe their daily ſupport to it. 
_ Millions therefore are engaged in one 
common cauſe, io avenge a murders 
ed reputation. Nor let the open aſ- 
faflin, or the ſecret poiſoner of a good 
mais, hope to eſcape unpuniſhed. A 

es Us . who 
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whole — is intereſted i in the diſ- 
covery; the ſlanderer:is eaſily traced 
to his den; and, however intrenched 
with lies and ſubterfuges, is dragged 
out to open day; to ſhame and diſ- 
grace; to be pointed at, ſlunned. 
diſtruſted and deſpiſed; and, if he 
eſcape legal or corporal puniſhment, . 
left to the ſeverer met of a 
wounded confoignde.: noc 


But how ſeldom is it that provok- 
ing language is: not attended with 
immediate correction. Nothing ir- 
ritates mankind ſo much; nothing 
produceth ſo irreconcileable an ha- 
tred; and no one thing hath been 5 
the occaſion of ſo many quarrels, 
duels, and murders.” The leaſt that 
can be ſaid of it 1s, that it leaves the 
contending Parties in a ſtate of un- 
. N chriſtian 5 
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I 
chriſtian ſeparation; poſſeſſed with 
uncharitableneſs, at beſt; if not with 
malice and revenge. But ſhould ei- 
ther the aggreſſor or the defender fall 
in che contention; What muſt be the 
condition and the portion of the un- 
happy victim, God alone can tell: 
but certainly, without an extraordi- 
nary effufian of divine grace, he 
ruſhes into the next world in a tem- 
per of mind the moſt unfit for ever- 
laſting peace and happineſs.— It doth 
not always happen, indeed, that the 
offender meets with his deſert; but if 
he ſhould, how much ſtronger will 
the accuſation of himſelf be at the 
laſt day ; for having been the cauſe. 
of his own death and condemnation ?, | 
and, ſhould he ſurvive, he muſt wear 
out a tedious life, under a load of 
guilt and-infamy, not to be ſupport- 
£133 _ U4 — ed, 
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ell. but by the moſt ſorrowful contri. 
tion, and moſt unfeigned repent- 
ance; nor to be expiated, but by the 
blood of the peaceable and innocent 
| lamb of God; who when he was 
+ reviled, reviled not again; and, 
„When he ſuffered threatened. not; 
but committed himſelf unto him 
that nen ee, 

: Thus doth the = refraining our 
tongues render our days, preſent and 
future, unhappy ;. whereas the con- 
trary behaviour enables us to paſs 
them in the greateſt chearfulneſs and 
tranquility. By this means we make 
none our enemies, at leaſt, if we pro- 
cure no friends. This is, indeed, 
that which recommends us to the 
elleem and good liking of all men. 
e can not be a more popular 
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| charadter of any one, than to tay, he 
never ſpoke ill of my one, at leaſt, 


not undeſervedly. ä 


Perſons of a cool temper; wlio can 
command their paſſions in any diſ- 
pute or controverſy, have a great ad- 


vantage over. others of a contrary 


temper, and often gain their point by 
| yielding it : and nothing gains uport 


men, more than an eaſy and affable 


way of talking. Paſſionate and bitter 
expreſſions do but provoke and in- 


flame the more cool, friendly de- 


bates, are much more to the purpoſe, 
and oſt- times reconcile an adverſary. 

But, what is moſt to be regarded, a 
quiet and peaceable diſpoſition, and' 


a ſtrict guard over our tongue, is both 


highly acceptable to God, and qua- 
lifies us for R of every reli 
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gious duty on earth, and for 1 
bleſſed company of ſaints and apgels 
in heaven. 


a / 


To conclude therefore, with the 


; Apoſtle” $ exhortation, % Be ye all of 


one mind, having compaſſion one 


of another ;---love as brethren--be 
« pitiful---be courteous :----not ren, 
+ dering evil for evil, or railing for 
5 railing; but contrary-Wiſe bleſſing; 


&« ---knowing that ye are thereunto 


called, that ye ſhould inherit a 
e bleſſing.---For he that will love life 
and ſee good days, let him refrain 


+ his tongue from evil, and his lips 
* that they ſpeak no. guile.---Let him 


eſchew evil and dogood;---let him 


ſeek peace, and enſue it. Be ye, 
like David, utterly purpoſed that your. 


mouth, ſhall not offend. And God 


keep 


E 9 1 „ 
keep the door of your lips.---** And 
* God, of his infinite mercy, grant, 
that the courſe of this world may 
ebe ſo peaceably ordered by his go- 
„ yernance, that his whole church 
may joyſully ſerve him in all godly 
quietneſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our 

Lord! | 
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